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1. The Fog Clears and | Find the Path
to the Kingdom of Heaven
By Chen Ai, China

| followed my parents in their belief in the Lord ever since | was small, and now old age
is staring me in the face. Although I've believed in the Lord all my life, the problem of how to
rid myself of sin and get into the kingdom of heaven had been an unsolvable riddle that
caused me constant consternation, leaving me feeling lost and pained. | wished so much to
be able to figure out during my lifetime how to rid myself of sin and get into the kingdom of
heaven so that when my time came | would be able to face death with the knowledge that
my life was complete, and | could at last meet the Lord with peace in my heart.

In an attempt to resolve this dilemma, | avidly consulted the Bible, going from the Old
Testament to the New and from the New Testament back to the Old, reading the Bible over
and over. But in the end, | could find no right answer. Out of options, all | could do was throw
my effort into behaving as well as | could according to the Lord’s teachings, for the Lord said:
‘[T]he kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force” (Matthew
11:12). But | discovered that in real life, no matter how hard | tried, | still couldn’t live up to
what the Lord required of me. Just as the Lord said: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like to it, You shall love your neighbor as
yourself” (Matthew 22:37-39). The Lord requires that we love God with all our hearts and
minds, and that brothers and sisters love each other. But no matter what | did, | just couldn’t
achieve this kind of love, because my love for my family was greater than my love for the
Lord, and | just wasn’t capable of truly loving my brothers and sisters in the church as | loved
myself. On the contrary, | was often petty and calculating with others when my own interests
were involved, so much so that resentment would be aroused within me. How could
someone like me ever be saved and get into the kingdom of heaven? The Lord Jesus also
said many things about getting into the kingdom of heaven, such as: “Truly | say to you,
Except you be converted, and become as little children, you shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). “For | say to you, That except your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall in no case

enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). | was unable to put any of these
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requirements of the Lord into practice. | would often tell lies, and would blame the Lord
whenever | encountered something that wasn’t to my liking. My thoughts contained deceit
and dishonesty, and | was constantly languishing in sin, sinning and repenting, repenting
and sinning, over and over again. The Lord is holy, and in the Bible it states: “[H]oliness,
without which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). How could someone as utterly
filthy as me ever be fit to enter the kingdom of heaven? This was very vexing for me. But
whenever | read about the way of justification by faith as espoused by Paul in Romans,
Galatians, and Ephesians—that to have faith and be baptized means that one is certainly
saved, that if we believe in the Lord in our hearts and acknowledge Him with our mouths,
then we are justified by faith, forever saved, and that when the Lord comes again He will
surely raise us up into the kingdom of heaven—I| would feel overwhelmed with joy. | would
feel that | need not worry about getting into the kingdom of heaven. But then | would
remember what the Lord said about people only being able to get into the kingdom of heaven
through their own efforts, and | would feel uneasy. To be justified by faith and then to get into
the kingdom of heaven—could it really be that simple? Especially when | saw old pious
believers nearing the end of their lives and appearing restless and worried, so much so that
they would even weep copiously and not one of them seemed happy to go, | couldn’t help
but wonder: If they say that they can get into the kingdom of heaven through justification by
faith alone, why then do they look so terrified on their deathbeds? It seemed as though they
themselves had no idea whether they’d been saved or not, nor where they would be going
after death. | pondered the Lord Jesus’ words over and over, and | contemplated Paul’s
words, too, and discovered that the words of Jesus and the words of Paul differed greatly
on the matter of who could get into the kingdom of heaven. According to Paul, a person is
justified by faith simply by believing in the Lord—if that were the case, then everyone would
be saved. So then why did the Lord Jesus say, “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like to
a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: Which, when it was full,
they drew to shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the
bad away” (Matthew 13:47-48)? Why, when the Lord returns in the last days, does He need
to separate the wheat from the tares, the sheep from the goats, and the good servants from
the evil servants? From these words spoken by the Lord Jesus, it is clear that not everyone
who believes in Him can get into the kingdom of heaven. So | wondered: Am | saved? And

will | be able to get into the kingdom of heaven when | die? These questions still lingered in
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my mind like riddles, and | was at a loss to answer them.

In an effort to resolve this problem, | consulted works written by well-known spiritual
personages throughout the ages, but most of what | read were interpretations of justification
by faith as it appears in Romans, Galatians and Ephesians, and not one of those books
could dispel my confusion. | then paid visits to all the well-known elders in the Lord and
attended gatherings of many different denominations, but found that they all said pretty
much the same things, and no one could clearly explain to me the mystery of how to get into
the kingdom of heaven. Later, | found a new up-and-coming foreign denomination, and |
thought to myself that this kind of church would perhaps be able to shed some new light.
And so, in high spirits, | went to attend one of their gatherings. At the beginning of their
sermon | found it to be somewhat illuminating, but by the end, | found that they too were
preaching the way of justification by faith, and | felt crushed with disappointment. After the
gathering, | sought out the head pastor, and asked, “Pastor, I'm afraid | didn’t understand
when you said, ‘Once saved, always saved.” Can you share more fellowship with me on
this?” The pastor said, “This is a very easy thing to understand. It says in Romans, ‘Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifies. Who is he that
condemns?’ (Romans 8:33-34). The Lord Jesus Christ has already absolved us of all our
sins by being crucified upon the cross. That is to say, all of our sins, whether they be the
sins we’ve committed in the past, the sins we commit today, or the sins we have yet to
commit in the future, are all forgiven. We are forever justified by faith in Christ, and if the
Lord doesn’t condemn us for our sins, who would possibly accuse us? Therefore, we must
not lose faith in getting into the kingdom of heaven.” The pastor’s reply confused me even
more, so | followed up by asking, “How do you explain what is written in Hebrews, ‘For if we
sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more
sacrifice for sins’ (Hebrews 10:26)?” The pastor’s face reddened and he said no more, and
my question was left unanswered. Not only had this gathering failed to resolve my confusion,
but instead, it had increased my vexation. | thought to myself: “I've believed in the Lord for
decades, but if I'm not even clear on whether or not my soul will go to the Lord when | die,
doesn’t that mean that I've had a muddled sort of faith all my life?” | then embarked on the
path of searching absolutely everywhere for the answer to my problem.

In March 2000, | went to study at a seminary run by foreigners, confident that the

sermons preached by foreigners would be superior and that they would surely resolve my
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confusion. To my surprise, however, after studying there for two months, during which time
| was bursting with faith, | discovered that the pastors all preached the same old things, and
there was no new light in their sermons at all. While there, | didn’t hear about a single life-
giving sermon, nor did | read even one spiritual essay. Not only had my confusion not been
dispelled, but instead my time there only left me feeling even more flustered. | couldn’t help
but feel confused, and | thought: “I've been here for more than two months, but what have |
gained? If | can’t gain provision here, then what’s the point in continuing with these studies?”

One evening after dinner, | asked a pastor, “Pastor, as students of theology, is this all
we study? Can we not talk about the way of life?” The pastor replied very solemnly, “If we
don’t discuss these things in our theological studies, then what should we talk about? Just
relax and keep studying! We are the largest religious organization in the world and we are
internationally recognized. We’ll train you here for three years and then you’ll be
internationally certified as a pastor. When that time comes, you can take that certificate
anywhere in the world to preach the gospel and establish churches.” The pastor’s response
was really disappointing for me. | didn’t want to be a pastor, | just wanted to know how to
get into the kingdom of heaven. And so | asked him, “Pastor, seeing as having a pastor’s
certificate unlocks so many doors, will | be able to use it to get into the kingdom of heaven?”
Upon hearing this, the pastor fell silent. | went on. “Pastor, | heard that you've believed in
the Lord since you were a boy. It's now been many decades, so | wonder, have you been
saved?” He replied, “Yes, | have.” | asked, “So will you be able to get into the kingdom of
heaven?” Self-assuredly, he said, “Of course | will!” | then asked, “May | ask then, what’s
your basis for saying that you’ll be able to get into the kingdom of heaven? Are you a more
righteous man than the scribes and Pharisees were? Do you love your neighbors as you
love yourself? Are you holy? Think about it: We still can’t help but sin all the time and go
against the Lord’s teachings, and we live every day in the state of sinning by day and
confessing by night. God is holy, so do you really think we’ll be able to get into the kingdom
of heaven when we are so full of sin?” The pastor was stumped and his face turned beet
red, and he didn’t utter another word for quite a while. | found his reaction very disappointing,
and | felt that if | continued my studies there | would not be able to understand the mystery
of how to gain life and enter into the kingdom of heaven. And so, | left my studies at the
seminary behind and went back to my hometown.

On my trip home, | felt the lowest | had ever been; | felt as though my last hope had
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been crushed. | thought to myself: “Even at a seminary run by foreign pastors my seeking
still didn’t yield the path to rid myself of sin and get into the kingdom of heaven. Where else
can | go to seek this path?” | felt like I'd reached the end of the road. At that very moment,
the image of my old father and an old pastor weeping as they approached death flashed
before my eyes again. | thought about how they had spent their whole lives preaching the
way of justification by faith, that people would get into the kingdom of heaven after death,
but ultimately they passed away filled with regrets. | had believed in the Lord all my life and
had been telling people every day that they would get into the kingdom of heaven when they
died, and yet | had never had real clarity on how to actually get into the kingdom of heaven—
would | leave this life filled with regret just as my father and the pastor had? In the midst of
my grief, these words from the Lord suddenly came to mind: “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7).
“That’s right,” | thought. “The Lord is faithful, and as long as | seek with a true heart then the
Lord will surely guide me. | cannot give up. As long as there is a single breath left in my
body, | will keep searching for the path to the kingdom of heaven!” | then came before the
Lord to pray: “Dear Lord, I've searched everywhere for the way to rid myself of sin and enter
into the kingdom of heaven, but no one has been able to solve my problem. Dear Lord, what
should | do? As a preacher, | tell brothers and sisters every day that they should be diligent
seekers and be patient till the end, and that You will come to take us into the kingdom of
heaven after we die. But at this point, | really have no idea how to rid myself of sin and get
into the kingdom of heaven. Am | not the blind leading the blind, leading my brothers and
sisters into a pit? Dear Lord, where should | go to seek the path into the kingdom of heaven?
Please guide me!”

After | got back to my hometown, | heard that many good sheep and head sheep in our
church had been stolen away by Eastern Lightning. Many people were saying that the way
of Eastern Lightning provided new understanding and new light, and even seasoned pastors
had admiration for their sermons. Whenever | heard these things, | would think: “It seems
as though the sermons given by Eastern Lightning are lofty indeed. It's a shame | haven'’t
come across anyone from Eastern Lightning. It would be so great if | could meet them one
day! If that day comes, I'll certainly listen and seek in earnest to see why exactly their
sermons are so good, and whether or not they can dispel this confusion I've carried with me
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One day, a church leader said to me, “Such-and-such church has had many of its good
sheep stolen away by Eastern Lightning. All denominations are now locking down their
churches, and we have to urge our brothers and sisters to absolutely not have anything to
do with anyone from Eastern Lightning, and particularly to not listen to their sermons. If all
our faithful start believing in Eastern Lightning, who will be left for us to preach to?” | was
disgusted to hear the church leader say this, and | thought to myself: “Our church is open to
everyone, so why do we have to lock it down? Why would you not welcome a stranger from
a far-away place? It says in the Bible: ‘Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares’ (Hebrews 13:2). Abraham took in strangers and
was thus blessed by God, and he had a son at the age of one hundred; Lot took in two
angels and so was saved from the destruction of Sodom; Rahab the prostitute admitted
spies from Israel and her whole family was saved; and a poor widow received Elijah the
prophet and thus they staved off starvation for three-and-a-half years. Out of so many
people, not one was harmed because they took in strangers from a far-away place but, on
the contrary, they were all blessed by God. It is therefore clear that taking in strangers
accords with the Lord’s will. So why then would you go against the Lord’s will, wantonly
locking the church down and not allowing any strangers in?” As | thought this, | shook my
head, and said to her, “Doing this is at odds with the Lord’s will. Our church belongs to God
and it is open to all. As long as their fellowship is about faith in the Lord, we should welcome
anyone, no matter who they are, and we should seek with open minds and explore ideas
together. Only by doing this will we be in accord with the Lord’s teachings.”

One day in July 2000, | met two sisters who were preaching Eastern Lightning while at
Brother Wang’s house. After briefly greeting each other, | asked them, “I've always been
perplexed about whether or not | can be saved and get into the kingdom of heaven. The
whole religious world now adheres to the words of Paul in the belief that we will be saved
just by believing and being baptized, and that by believing in the Lord in your heart and
acknowledging the Lord with your mouth, you're justified by faith, forever saved, and will
surely be raised up into the kingdom of heaven when the Lord returns. But personally, | don’t
think getting into the kingdom of heaven can be that simple. As it says in the Bible:
‘[H]oliness, without which no man shall see the Lord’ (Hebrews 12:14). Whether it's me or
the brothers and sisters around me spending all day every day languishing in sin, | don’t

think that people like us who live every day in sin can get into the kingdom of heaven. I'd
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just like to know exactly how to get into the kingdom of heaven. Can you share fellowship
with me on this?”

Sister Zhou smiled and said, “Brother, this question you ask is crucial. How to get into
the kingdom of heaven is a major concern for every believer. Gaining clarity on this issue
means first knowing that believers in the Lord should always conduct themselves in
accordance with the Lord Jesus’ words, and not according to what human beings have said.
The Lord Jesus has told us clearly: ‘Not every one that said to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does the will of My Father which is in heaven’
(Matthew 7:21). The Lord never said that we can get into the kingdom of heaven just by
relying on grace to be saved, or by being justified by faith. To be justified by faith, to be
forever saved because of faith, and then to be raised up into the kingdom of heaven—those
were the words of Paul. Paul was just an apostle, one of corrupt mankind, and he needed
the Lord Jesus’ salvation as well. How could he have possibly determined whether other
people could get into the kingdom of heaven or not? Only the Lord Jesus is the Lord of the
kingdom of heaven, the King of the kingdom of heaven; only the words of the Lord are the
truth, and only they possess authority. Therefore, when it comes to how we can get into the
kingdom of heaven, we should listen only to the Lord’s words—this is beyond question!

“Then there are the questions ‘What are justification by faith and being saved because
of faith all about?’ and ‘Can you get into the kingdom of heaven once you’ve been saved?’
These are explained very clearly in Almighty God’s words, so let's now read a couple of
passages of God’s words. Almighty God says: ‘You only know that Jesus shall descend
during the last days, but how exactly will He descend? A sinner such as you, who has
just been redeemed, and has not been changed, or been perfected by God, can you
be after God’s heart? For you, you who are still of your old self, it is true that you were
saved by Jesus, and that you are not counted as a sinner because of the salvation of
God, but this does not prove that you are not sinful, and are not impure. How can you
be saintly if you have not been changed? Within, you are beset by impurity, selfish
and mean, yet you still wish to descend with Jesus—you should be so lucky! You
have missed a step in your belief in God: You have merely been redeemed, but have
not been changed. For you to be after God’s heart, God must personally do the work
of changing and cleansing you; if you are only redeemed, you will be incapable of

attaining sanctity. In this way you will be unqualified to share in the good blessings
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of God, for you have missed out a step in God’s work of managing man, which is the
key step of changing and perfecting. And so you, a sinner who has just been
redeemed, are incapable of directly inheriting God’s inheritance’ (“Concerning
Appellations and Identity” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “‘Though Jesus did much
work among man, He only completed the redemption of all mankind and became
man’s sin offering; He did not rid man of his corrupt disposition. Fully saving man
from the influence of Satan not only required Jesus to become the sin offering and
bear the sins of man, but it also required God to do even greater work to rid man
completely of his satanically corrupted disposition. And so, now that man has been
forgiven of his sins, God has returned to the flesh to lead man into the new age, and
begun the work of chastisement and judgment. This work has brought man into a
higher realm. All those who submit under His dominion shall enjoy higher truth and
receive greater blessings. They shall truly live in the light, and they shall gain the
truth, the way, and the life’ (Preface to The Word Appears in the Flesh).”

Sister Wang continued her fellowship, saying, “In the Age of Grace, the Lord Jesus
performed the work of the redemption of mankind, becoming a sin offering for humanity by
means of the crucifixion, and redeeming us from the clutches of Satan. As long as we accept
the Lord’s salvation and confess and repent our sins to the Lord, then our sins are forgiven,
and we are then fit to enjoy the grace and blessings of the Lord. What | mean by ‘our sins
are forgiven’ is that we are no longer condemned or sentenced to death under the law for
violating the law, and this is what justification by faith and being saved because of faith really
mean. But this doesn’t mean that we are then without sin or without filth, nor does it mean
that we’ll be able to get into the kingdom of heaven. This is because, although our sins may
be forgiven, our sinful nature remains deeply rooted within us, and when we encounter
issues we still often tell lies and deceive others to protect our own positions and interests.
When we enjoy the Lord’s grace, we give thanks and praise to Him, and we expend
ourselves energetically for the Lord. But the moment a catastrophe occurs, or something
bad happens to our family, we misunderstand the Lord and blame Him, to the point that we
may even deny and betray the Lord. And so how can people like us, who have been
redeemed but who often sin and resist God, ever be qualified to enter into the kingdom of
heaven? God is righteous and holy, and He would never allow filthy and corrupt people to

enter His kingdom. In order to save us once and for all from the influence of Satan, He works
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according to His management plan and our needs as corrupt mankind, performing His work
of judging and purifying man in the last days. God incarnate has expressed millions of words
in order to judge our corruption, our filth, our unrighteousness and resistance, and to show
us the path to cast off our corrupt dispositions. When we, through experiencing the judgment
and chastisement of God’s words, cast off our satanic corrupt dispositions, are able to put
God’s words into practice, and have become people who truly obey and worship God, only
then will we become fit to enter into God’s kingdom. In fact, the Lord Jesus prophesied long
ago that He would return in the last days to perform the work of judgment. As He said: ‘And
if any man hear My words, and believe not, | judge him not: for | came not to judge
the world, but to save the world. He that rejects Me, and receives not My words, has
one that judges him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
day’ (John 12:47-48). ‘And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment’ (John 16:8). It is therefore clear that only by accepting
God’s work of judgment in the last days, casting off our corrupt dispositions and achieving
purification can we enter into God’s kingdom.”

After listening to the sisters’ fellowships, everything suddenly became clear and light
instantly filled my heart. “Ah, so that's how to get into the kingdom of heaven!” | thought.
“Only now do | finally understand that the Lord Jesus performed the work of redeeming
mankind, not the work of ridding us of sin. The Lord did indeed absolve us of our sins, but
our sinful nature remains deeply rooted within us, and we still frequently and involuntarily
sin and resist the Lord. It's no wonder I've never been able to free myself from the bonds
and fetters of sin—turns out it's because | haven’t accepted Almighty God’s work of judgment
in the last days!” And so, | said to the two sisters, “Thank the Lord! By listening to Aimighty
God’s words and your fellowships, at last | know that the belief we’ve held—that everyone
who believes in the Lord in their heart and acknowledges the Lord verbally can be raised up
into the kingdom of heaven—is just our notion and imagining! | now understand that the
work the Lord Jesus performed was the work of redemption, and that the returned Lord will
perform the work of judgment. That is, He will thoroughly cleanse and transform our corrupt
dispositions, and only then will we be able to get into the kingdom of heaven. It's no wonder
I've read so many spiritual books but never found the solution to the problem of man’s
sinfulness! Sisters, how then does God perform the work of judgment and chastisement in

the last days? Can you share more fellowship with me?”
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Sister Wang then said, “The answer to this question is clearly stated in God’s words, so
let’'s read a passage of them. Aimighty God says: ‘In the last days, Christ uses a variety
of truths to teach man, to expose the essence of man, and to dissect the words and
deeds of man. These words comprise various truths, such as man’s duty, how man
should obey God, how man should be loyal to God, how man ought to live out normal
humanity, as well as the wisdom and the disposition of God, and so on. These words
are all directed at the essence of man and his corrupt disposition. In particular, the
words that expose how man spurns God are spoken in regard to how man is an
embodiment of Satan, and an enemy force against God. In undertaking His work of
judgment, God does not simply make clear the nature of man with a few words; He
exposes, deals with, and prunes over the long term. These methods of exposure,
dealing, and pruning cannot be substituted with ordinary words, but with the truth of
which man is utterly bereft. Only methods such as these can be called judgment; only
through judgment of this kind can man be subdued and thoroughly convinced into
submission to God, and moreover gain true knowledge of God. What the work of
judgment brings about is man’s understanding of the true face of God and the truth
about his own rebelliousness. The work of judgment allows man to gain much
understanding of the will of God, of the purpose of God’s work, and of the mysteries
that are incomprehensible to him. It also allows man to recognize and know his
corrupt substance and the roots of his corruption, as well as to discover the ugliness
of man. These effects are all brought about by the work of judgment, for the substance
of this work is actually the work of opening up the truth, the way, and the life of God
to all those who have faith in Him. This work is the work of judgment done by God’
(“Christ Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

“God’s words tell us clearly that, in the last days, God expresses all the truths we need
to attain full salvation, judging and exposing our God-resisting satanic nature and corrupt
essence. All these words are the truth, they carry God’s own authority and might, and they
reveal to us what God has and is as well as His righteous disposition that brooks no offense.
Through the judgment and chastisement of God’s words, and by the revelation of facts, we
come to have some understanding of our satanic nature and the truth of our corruption by
Satan; we see that we have been so deeply corrupted by Satan, that we are by nature

arrogant, conceited, crooked, deceitful, selfish, egotistical, greedy, wicked, eager to prevail
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over others, and that all we reveal down to our very blood and bones are our satanic
dispositions. Dominated by these corrupt dispositions, we constantly resist and rebel against
God in spite of ourselves. For example, when we work and deliver sermons in our churches,
we ramble on with high-sounding speeches, and we show ourselves off and exalt ourselves
so that others look up to us and hold us in high regard; we often tell lies and deceive others
to protect our own interests, even going so far as to engage in intrigues and vie with one
another; when we encounter people, events, things or situations that are at odds with our
own notions, we always make unreasonable demands of God or harbor extravagant desires,
and we are unable to submit to God’s orchestrations and arrangements. Through
experiencing the judgment and chastisement of God’s words, we gradually come to
understand some truths, we gain some true understanding of our satanic nature and feel
genuine hatred for it, and we also come to have some true understanding of God’s righteous
disposition. We know what kind of people God loves and what kind of people He hates as
well as what kind of pursuit accords with His will. We learn some discernment between
positive and negative things. Once we understand these things, we become willing to
forsake our flesh from the very bottom of our hearts and practice in accordance with God’s
words. Slowly, over time, the desire to revere and love God arises within us, we are freed
from some of the bonds and fetters of our satanic corrupt dispositions, and we make fewer
unreasonable demands of God. We become able to take our place as created beings and
perform our duty, we submit to God’s orchestrations and arrangements, and we begin to live
out a semblance of a true human being. As we experience God’s work, we come to have a
deep appreciation for the fact that the only path for us to get into the kingdom of heaven is
to accept Almighty God’s work of judgment and chastisement in the last days, pursue the
truth, achieve knowledge of God and knowledge of ourselves, and have our corrupt
dispositions changed.”

Hearing these words from Almighty God and the sister’s fellowship brought me even
greater internal clarity. The truths expressed by Almighty God are very practical and are
indeed what are needed by us corrupt human beings. Only by accepting and experiencing
Almighty God’s work of judgment in the last days can we cast off the bonds and fetters of
our corrupt dispositions once and for all!' | couldn’t help but heave a sigh, and | said, “I've
believed in the Lord for so many years and yet, | always sin by day and then confess those

sins by night, living a life of just languishing in sin. If God hadn’t expressed all the truths to
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purify mankind, if He hadn’t shown us the path to rid ourselves of our corrupt dispositions, |
would certainly have been bound up so tightly by sin that | never would have found the path
to freedom. It's no wonder the Lord said, ‘| have yet many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide
you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatever He shall hear, that
shall He speak: and He will show you things to come’ (John 16:12—-13). The Lord Jesus
told us long ago that He had more words to express in the last days and that He would lead
us to enter into all truths. The words of Almighty God carry authority and might, they have
revealed all the truths and mysteries that I'd wanted to understand but never could, and
they’ve utterly convinced me. At last, I've found the path to get into the kingdom of heaven!”
The two sisters nodded happily.

| then said excitedly, “This is the voice of the Lord. Almighty God is the Lord Jesus
returned! Something I've wished for so long has finally happened, and I'm so lucky, so
blessed! Back when the Lord Jesus was born, Simeon felt incredible joy when he saw the
baby Jesus who was just eight days old. To be able to welcome the Lord’s return and hear
God’s own utterances in my lifetime, I’'m so much more fortunate even than Simeon was,
and I'm so grateful to the Lord!” As | spoke, | was overcome by emotion, and | shed tears of
excitement. | knelt down on the floor to pray to God but was crying so much | couldn’t speak;
the sisters were moved to tears as well.

The vexation that had plagued me for so many years finally found its resolution in the
words of Almighty God. | thought about how | had sought everywhere but could never find
the path of purification that would lead to the kingdom of heaven, but now I've found it at
last. | know that this is God’s grace and salvation for me! Afterward, through attending
gatherings and fellowshiping with brothers and sisters on Almighty God’s words, | came to
understand more and more truths, and | gained some understanding of God’s will to save
us. | now wish to accept more of the judgment and chastisement of God’s words, experience

His work, gradually rid myself of my corrupt dispositions and be purified. Thanks be to God!
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2. The Road to Purification
By Christopher, Philippines

My name is Christopher, and I’'m a pastor of a house church in the Philippines. In 1987,
| was baptized and turned to the Lord Jesus and then by the Lord’s grace, in 1996 | became
a pastor in a local church. At that time, | was not only working and preaching in many places
around the Philippines, but | was also preaching in places such as Hong Kong and Malaysia.
Through the work and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, | felt that | had inexhaustible energy
in my work for the Lord and endless inspiration for my sermons. | would often offer support
to brothers and sisters who were feeling negative and weak. Sometimes when their
nonbeliever family members were unfriendly toward me, | was still able to be tolerant and
patient; | didn’t lose faith in the Lord and believed that the Lord could change them. So, | felt
like | had changed a great deal since becoming a believer. However, starting in 2011, | was
no longer able to feel the work of the Holy Spirit as strongly as before. | gradually lost new
enlightenment for my sermons and lacked the strength to break free from living in sin. | could
not help losing my temper with my wife and daughter when | saw them doing things | didn’t
like and scolded them out of anger. | knew that this was not in keeping with the will of the
Lord, but often | could not help myself. This was particularly distressing for me. In order to
free myself from a life of sinning and then confessing, | put more effort into reading the Bible,
fasting and praying, and looked everywhere for spiritual pastors so we could seek and
explore this together. But all of my efforts came to naught; there was no change to my life of
sin and the darkness within my soul.

Then one evening in spring 2016, my wife asked me, “Christopher, I've noticed you've
been really troubled recently. What’s on your mind?” | told her what was troubling me, “I've
been wondering these last few years why | can’t break free from living in sin despite being
a pastor and having believed in the Lord for many years. I'm no longer able to feel the Lord—
it's as if He has forsaken me. Even though | go all over the place to preach, as soon as |
have a moment to myself, especially in the dead of night, | always feel a kind of emptiness
and anxiety, and this feeling is just growing. | think about how I've believed in the Lord all
these years, I've read the Bible so much, I've listened to so many of the Lord’s sermons,
and I've often resolved to bear the cross and conquer myself, but I'm always bound by sin.

I’'m capable of telling lies to protect my own interests and face, and | fail to live up to ‘And
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in their mouth was found no guile’ (Revelation 14:5). When facing hardships and
refinement, although | know these happen with the Lord’s consent, | still cannot stop myself
from complaining about the Lord and misunderstanding Him. | utterly fail at willing self-
renunciation. I’'m afraid that, living in sin this way, when the Lord comes, | won'’t be able to
enter the kingdom of heaven!”

Hearing this, my wife said, “Christopher, how can you think like this? You must have
faith; you are a pastor! Although we live in sin and have not broken free from the binds of
sin, the Bible says, ‘That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved’ (Romans
10:9). ‘For whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved’ (Romans 10:13). As
long as we keep reading the Bible, attending gatherings, praying to the Lord, and we bear
the cross, unerringly following Him until the second coming of the Lord, we’ll be able to enter
the kingdom of heaven and receive the Lord’s blessing.”

| then said to my wife, “I thought so before, but in 1 Peter 1:16 it says: ‘Because it is
written, Be you holy; for | am holy.’ | have believed in the Lord for thirty years, yet | cannot
keep to the Lord’s way and, living in sin, | am still capable of often resisting the Lord. | don’t
remotely meet the Lord’s requirements. Ugh! How many times have | resolved to obey the
teachings of the Lord, yet | haven’t been able to put His words into practice. How could | be
worthy of entering the kingdom of heaven this way? The Lord Jesus said: ‘Not every one
that said to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that does
the will of My Father which is in heaven’ (Matthew 7:21). According to the Lord’s words,
entering the kingdom of heaven is not as simple as we think. The Lord is holy, so how can
people who cannot practice His word and who frequently oppose Him be raptured into the
kingdom of heaven? Only those who have transformed and who do God’s will can enter the
kingdom of heaven!”

My wife thought for a moment and said, “What you’re saying makes sense. The Lord is
holy and we are still sinful. We are not worthy of entering God’s kingdom. It’s just that ... |
suddenly remembered ... didn’t Pastor Liu invite a Korean Pastor Kim to the church? How
about we do some seeking on this issue?” | said: “Yeah, that's a good idea. The Lord Jesus
said: ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened to you’ (Matthew 7:7). As long as we seek, | believe that the Lord will lead us. As a

pastor, | have to consider the lives of our brothers and sisters. If 'm cavalier in my faith, Il
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be doing them as well as myself a disservice. Let’'s wait until Pastor Kim comes and then
seek from him on this issue.”

Since | was planning to seek out Pastor Kim, | wanted to know a little about his
background. | went online to search for the Korean church he was with. On the pages that
popped up, | saw the website https://www.holyspiritspeaks.org. Opening it, these words
drew me in: “Man received much grace, such as the peace and happiness of the flesh,
the faith of one member bringing blessing on an entire family, the healing of sickness,
and so on. The rest were the good deeds of man and his godly appearance; if man
could live on the basis of these, he was considered an acceptable believer. Only
believers of this kind could enter heaven after death, which means that they were
saved. But, in their lifetime, these people did not understand at all the way of life. All
they did was to commit sins and then confess their sins in a constant cycle without
making any path toward changing their disposition: Such was the condition of man
in the Age of Grace. Has man received complete salvation? No!” (“The Mystery of the
Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). These were so well put that | absolutely
had to keep reading: “Therefore, after that stage of work was finished, there still
remained the work of judgment and chastisement. This stage is to make man pure by
means of the word and thereby give him a path to follow. This stage would not be
fruitful or meaningful if it continued with the casting out of demons, for it would fail
to extirpate man’s sinful nature, and man would come to a standstill at the forgiveness
of his sins. Through the sin offering, man has been forgiven his sins, for the work of
the crucifixion has already come to an end and God has prevailed over Satan. But the
corrupt disposition of man still remaining within him, man can still sin and resist God,
and God has not gained mankind. That is why in this stage of work God uses the word
to expose the corrupt disposition of man, causing him to practice in accordance with
the right path. This stage is more meaningful than the previous one, as well as more
fruitful, for now it is the word that directly supplies man’s life and enables the
disposition of man to be completely renewed; it is a much more thorough stage of
work” (“The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Reading this
was incredibly exciting for me. Although | couldn’t entirely understand it and some of it was
even puzzling for me, these words allowed me to see some hope. | felt that within this | could

find a path to purify and change myself. | thanked God from the bottom of my heart for
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hearing my prayer. As | went on reading, | felt that these really were wonderful words that
watered and shepherded my thirsty soul. | saw this on the website: “If you can’t find the
Gospel Hotline in your country or region, please leave us a message and we will contact
you as soon as possible.” | took a quick look and didn’t see a hotline for the Philippines, so
| immediately left a message, and wrote down my contact number and email address with
no hesitation.

After | got home that evening, | told my wife about it and after hearing what | had to say,
she was willing to seek as well. | really thank the Lord that they responded to my message
the next day and arranged to connect with us online that very same afternoon. That
afternoon, we spoke to Sister Liu and Sister Su. From that conversation, | felt that they spoke
simply, deftly and with insight. My wife was even more anxious than me and said, “Do you
mind if | ask a question?” They enthusiastically said, “Of course.” My wife replied, “On your
church’s website it says, ‘God of the last days has done a stage of the work of judgment and
chastisement.” My husband and | know that no unholy person will see the Lord because He
is holy, but in Romans it says, ‘That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shall believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved’
(Romans 10:9). ‘For whoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved’ (Romans
10:13). If we believe in the Lord Jesus then we are already saved and can enter the kingdom
of heaven, so why is God of the last days doing a stage of the work of judgment and
chastisement? I’'m not really clear on this and | hope to hear your thoughts.”

Sister Liu replied, “Thanks be to God! Let’s fellowship together and let God guide us.
Let’s first take a look at what ‘being saved’ means here. In the latter period of the Age of
Law, people had all grown far from God and no longer had God-fearing hearts. They had
become more and more sinful and went so far as to offer up blind, lame and diseased
livestock and birds as sacrifices. The people of that time no longer upheld the law and they
were all in danger of being condemned to death for violating the law. Given the situation, in
order to save those living under the law from certain death, God Himself became flesh and
undertook the work of redemption, and was ultimately crucified to redeem the whole of
mankind from sin. People could be forgiven of their sins by believing in the Lord Jesus, thus
becoming qualified to come before God in prayer and enjoy the grace and blessings of God.
This is the true meaning of ‘being saved’ in the Age of Grace. In other words, ‘being saved’

is nothing more than a person’s sins being forgiven. That is, God doesn’t regard people as
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being tainted by sin anymore, but that doesn’t mean that they’re not inherently sinful.
Therefore, being saved does not mean that we are completely purified and have attained
complete salvation. If we want to be purified, we have to accept God’s judgment work of the
last days.”

Only after hearing their fellowship did my wife and | understand that “being saved,” as
spoken of in the Epistle of the Romans, referred to the acceptance of the Lord Jesus’
salvation and to no longer being condemned to death for violating the law. It was not the
“‘being saved” that we had imagined, of being thoroughly purified. What they said made
sense. That explanation of “being saved” is in line with our situation of living in a state of
committing sins and then confessing those sins. So, what the Lord Jesus did was just the
work of redemption, not the work of thoroughly purifying and saving man. Although once
people believe in the Lord they are saved, this does not mean that they have been
thoroughly purified. Listening to their fellowship, | felt that there was truth to be sought from
within it, so | expressed my willingness to continue on. | said, “Thanks be to the Lord! What
you’re saying is wonderful. From this fellowship with you now we understand the true
meaning of ‘being saved.’ Please continue on with your fellowship, and may the Lord guide
us.” Sister Su went on to say, “Great, let’s read a few passages of the word of Almighty God
and it will all become clearer. Aimighty God said: ‘At the time Jesus’ work was the
redemption of all mankind. The sins of all who believed in Him were forgiven; as long
as you believed in Him, He would redeem you; if you believed in Him, you were no
longer a sinner, you were relieved of your sins. This is what it meant to be saved, and
to be justified by faith. Yet in those who believed, there remained that which was
rebellious and opposed God, and which still had to be slowly removed. Salvation did
not mean man had been completely gained by Jesus, but that man was no longer of
sin, that he had been forgiven his sins: Provided you believed, you would never more
be of sin’ (“The Vision of God’s Work (2)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). ‘The work of
the last days is to speak words. Great changes can be effected in man by means of
words. The changes now effected in these people upon their accepting these words
are much greater than those effected in people upon their accepting the signs and
wonders of the Age of Grace. For, in the Age of Grace, the demons were cast out from
man with the laying on of hands and prayer, but the corrupt dispositions within man

still remained. Man was healed of his sickness and forgiven his sins, but as for just
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how man was to be purged of the corrupt satanic dispositions within him, this work
had yet to be done. Man was only saved and forgiven his sins for his faith, but the
sinful nature of man was not extirpated and still remained within him. The sins of man
were forgiven through the agency of the incarnate God, but this does not mean that
man no longer has sin within him. The sins of man could be forgiven through the sin
offering, but as for just how man can be made to sin no more, and how his sinful
nature may be extirpated completely and transformed, he has no way of solving this
problem. The sins of man were forgiven, and this is because of the work of God’s
crucifixion, but man continued to live within the corrupt satanic disposition of old.
This being so, man must be completely saved from his corrupt satanic disposition,
so that his sinful nature may be completely extirpated, never to develop again, thus
enabling the disposition of man to be transformed. This would require man to grasp
the path of growth in life, to grasp the way of life, and to grasp the way to change his
disposition. Furthermore, it would require man to act in accordance with this path, so
that his disposition may gradually be changed and he may live under the shining of
the light, so that all that he does may be in accord with the will of God, so that he may
cast away his corrupt satanic disposition, and so that he may break free from Satan’s
influence of darkness, thereby emerging fully from sin. Only then will man receive
complete salvation’ (“The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).
‘Though Jesus did much work among man, He only completed the redemption of all
mankind and became man'’s sin offering; He did not rid man of his corrupt disposition.
Fully saving man from the influence of Satan not only required Jesus to become the
sin offering and bear the sins of man, but it also required God to do even greater work
to rid man completely of his satanically corrupted disposition. And so, now that man
has been forgiven of his sins, God has returned to the flesh to lead man into the new
age, and begun the work of chastisement and judgment. This work has brought man
into a higher realm. All those who submit under His dominion shall enjoy higher truth
and receive greater blessings. They shall truly live in the light, and they shall gain the
truth, the way, and the life’ (Preface to The Word Appears in the Flesh). We can see from
the words of Almighty God that if we adhere to God’s redemptive work from the Age of Grace
and do not accept His judgment work of the last days, then the root of our sinfulness cannot

be resolved. Almighty God of the last days has arrived and is carrying out a step of work on
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the foundation of the work of redemption, judging and purifying man. He is uttering truths to
reveal the truth of man’s corruption, judging man’s satanic nature. He has come to transform
people’s satanic disposition, to completely free them from Satan’s influence so they may
attain full salvation. It is evident that Almighty God'’s judgment work of the last days is the
most critical and fundamental work for purifying, saving and perfecting people. Therefore, it
is only by accepting Almighty God’s judgment work of the last days that we can gain a true
understanding of our own corrupt essence and God’s righteous disposition, completely
break free from Satan’s influence, be fully saved by God and become people who obey,
worship and are compatible with God.”

My heart really brightened from hearing all of this fellowship, and | felt like my long-
standing confusions had finally been resolved. It turns out that God just carried out the work
of redemption in the Age of Grace, not the work of ridding people of their corrupt satanic
disposition. God’s judgment work of revealing the truth through His incarnation in the last
days is the work of the thorough purification and salvation of mankind. So how does God
actually purify, transform people and completely save them? | was eager to know the answer
to this question, so | couldn’t wait to ask, “I understand what you just said, and now | know
that we can only attain purification through the returned Lord carrying out the step of the
work of judgment. This is what I've been longing for for quite some time. What | really want
to know now is how Almighty God does His work of judgment to purify and save people?
Please share your fellowship.”

Sister Su continued on, “The question of how Almighty God does His judgment work to
cleanse and save people is particularly important for anyone who wants to achieve change
and purification. Almighty God’s words provide particular clarity on this aspect of the truth.
I'll send them to you. Brother, please read them!”

Thrilled, | read out Aimighty God’s words: “In the last days, Christ uses a variety of
truths to teach man, to expose the essence of man, and to dissect the words and
deeds of man. These words comprise various truths, such as man’s duty, how man
should obey God, how man should be loyal to God, how man ought to live out normal
humanity, as well as the wisdom and the disposition of God, and so on. These words
are all directed at the essence of man and his corrupt disposition. In particular, the
words that expose how man spurns God are spoken in regard to how man is an

embodiment of Satan, and an enemy force against God. In undertaking His work of
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judgment, God does not simply make clear the nature of man with a few words; He
exposes, deals with, and prunes over the long term. These methods of exposure,
dealing, and pruning cannot be substituted with ordinary words, but with the truth of
which man is utterly bereft. Only methods such as these can be called judgment; only
through judgment of this kind can man be subdued and thoroughly convinced into
submission to God, and moreover gain true knowledge of God. What the work of
judgment brings about is man’s understanding of the true face of God and the truth
about his own rebelliousness. The work of judgment allows man to gain much
understanding of the will of God, of the purpose of God’s work, and of the mysteries
that are incomprehensible to him. It also allows man to recognize and know his
corrupt substance and the roots of his corruption, as well as to discover the ugliness
of man. These effects are all brought about by the work of judgment, for the substance
of this work is actually the work of opening up the truth, the way, and the life of God
to all those who have faith in Him. This work is the work of judgment done by God”
(“Christ Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).
After | had finished reading God’s words, Sister Su continued with her fellowship,
“Almighty God’s words explain so clearly how God judges and purifies people. God in the
last days is primarily uttering truths to target man’s corrupt disposition and satanic nature of
resisting God in order to judge, purify and save mankind. Almighty God has uttered so many
aspects of the truths—how Satan corrupts people, how God saves people, what it is to just
follow man and what it is to obey God, what perspectives we should have in our faith, what
a dispositional change is, what fearing God and shunning evil is, what offending God’s
disposition is, how to be an honest person, etc. These truths all possess authority and power,
and can provide people with sustenance for their lives. They are the path to eternal life that
God has bestowed upon mankind. As long as people accept and practice the word of God,
they can attain purification and salvation. After undergoing several years of Almighty God’s
work of judgment we have personally experienced all of this. When we read Almighty God’s
words of judging, chastising, and exposing man, we feel that they are like a double-edged
sword, revealing our rebelliousness, corruption, resistance, wrong intentions, notions and
imaginations and even Satan’s toxins hidden in the depths of our hearts. It makes us see
that we are indeed corrupted by Satan too deeply and we are filled with satanic dispositions

such as being arrogant and self-righteous, crooked and cunning, selfish, mean and blind to
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all but our own interests, with no fear at all for God. We see we are filled with filth and
corruption in our actions, hearts, and minds, without any human likeness. We feel too
ashamed to show our faces and realize that if we continue to live by our corrupt satanic
dispositions, we will always be people who disgust God, we will never be able to win God’s
praise and we will be destined for elimination and punishment. The judgment and revelations
of Almighty God’s words make us recognize God’s majestic, wrathful and righteous
disposition and gradually develop a God-fearing heart as well as true repentance and
change. We now feel that we are living out a bit of a human likeness and we see that we
have indeed attained God’s great salvation. If God’s judgment hadn’t come upon us, we
wouldn’t have had the chance to know God’s righteous disposition which does not tolerate
man’s offenses and His holy and benevolent essence. We wouldn’t be able to come to hate
our own rebelliousness and corruption, nor would we be able to cast aside our corruption
and be purified. So, the more we experience God’s judgment and chastisement, the more
we see that God’s judgment and chastisement is the best care for us, our greatest blessing
and the truest salvation!”

Sister Liu also shared this in fellowship, “Almighty God’s judgment and chastisement
work of the last days is the work of thoroughly purifying, saving and perfecting people. If we
do not accept judgment before the seat of Christ of the last days, then we won’t be able to
attain purification and changes to our life disposition. Our outcome will most certainly be
rejection and elimination by God; we will suffer perdition and will perish. We will never have
a chance at salvation and entering the kingdom of heaven. This is an absolute.”

| happily said, “Thanks be to God! My heart is so brightened by your fellowship. I've
believed in the Lord for so many years but in fact I've been living in sin and have been
powerless to break free. Now | understand that if | do not experience God’s judgment and
chastisement in the last days, | won’t be able to break free from the bondage and constraints
of sin. | have now found the path to purification and complete salvation.” After several days’
fellowship, my wife and | came to understand some truths and we accepted Almighty God’s
work of the last days.

| give thanks to Almighty God for His love and salvation for me! As a pastor, | have the
responsibility and the obligation to bring all the other pastors and the brothers and sisters
that | know before God. After working with these brothers and sisters for a period of time,

not only did dozens of brothers and sisters in the church who often attend gatherings all
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accept Almighty God, but | also brought a pastor of another house church into God'’s family,
and the majority of the brothers and sisters from his church also turned toward God. | was
delighted seeing those brothers and sisters accepting God’s salvation of the last days and
being raised up before the throne of God. This is all the fruit of the work of Almighty God:
May all glory be to Almighty God!

3. Uncovering the Mystery of Judgment
By Enhui, Malaysia

My name is Enhui; I'm 46 years old. | live in Malaysia, and | have been a believer in the
Lord for 27 years. In October 2015, | moved to another city to take up a job. My new
colleagues were all really into Facebook, which they used for chatting, finding new friends,
and making posts. Seeing that | didn’t have a Facebook account they set one up for me,
and | gradually learned how to go online and use it. When | had the time, | would take a look
at the postings of some brothers and sisters in the Lord and I'd share them and like them.
Sometimes I'd make some posts about praising the Lord or share the Lord’s grace with the
people in my friends group. Every day was really fulfilling for me.

One day in February 2016 when | was browsing the profile of one of my Facebook
friends, | saw this post: “We discussed the issue of judgment today in our group. We all said
different things but agreed on the major points. Someone said: ‘If | don’t understand
something, | don’t dare spout some old nonsense—it's something that God will do in the
future and we shouldn’t try to make wild conjectures.” Someone else said: ‘Psalm 75:2 says
‘When | shall receive the congregation | will judge uprightly.” God takes note of
everything that every single person does, so when the Lord Jesus returns to judge all
humans He will reveal our deeds to all, just like playing a movie. So we should always be
upright in our behavior and absolutely never do evil so that God doesn’t judge us and then
cast us into hell.” Someone else said: ‘It says in the Bible: “And | saw a great white throne,
and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there
was found no place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life:

and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books,
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according to their works” (Revelation 20:11-12). From the scriptures we can see that
when the Lord Jesus returns in the last days He will set up a giant desk in the sky, take a
seat behind it, and open the books. Then, with all of mankind kneeling on the ground, He’'ll
call out the name of every individual and judge each of them one by one according to their
deeds. Good people will be taken up to the kingdom of heaven by the Lord, while the wicked
will be cast into hell.”

After reading this post | continued sitting in my chair, and sketched out a mental image
of the Lord Jesus judging mankind: The Lord sitting on a throne, people all kneeling in front
of His desk and coming clean on all their sins for God to judge, and the Lord sending each
one of them to heaven or to hell according to their deeds. | thought about how I'd been a
loyal follower of the Lord for over 20 years and had tried my best to put His teachings into
practice. | believed that the Lord would see my piety and take me up to the kingdom of
heaven. But as | thought it over more and more, | suddenly had an idea: Now that | knew
how to use the Internet why not do a search for “judgment” and see what came up? | opened
up a browser and typed in the word; | can’t remember which link | clicked on but to my
surprise, this sentence popped up: “God’s Chastisement and Judgment Is the Light of Man’s
Salvation.” This piqued my interest immediately, and so | went to the website to read more.
As the webpage loaded | heard this hymn that was both pleasing and thought-provoking:
“God’s Chastisement and Judgment Is the Light of Man’s Salvation.” The lyrics included: “...
In his life, if man wishes to be cleansed and achieve changes in his disposition, if he
wishes to live out a life of meaning, and fulfill his duty as a creature, then he must
accept God’s chastisement and judgment, and must not allow God’s discipline and
God’s smiting to depart from him, so he can free himself from the manipulation and
influence of Satan and live in the light of God. Know that God’s chastisement and
judgment is the light, and the light of man’s salvation, and that there is no better
blessing, grace or protection for man” (Follow the Lamb and Sing New Songs).

| pondered the lyrics after the hymn had ended; | found it quite moving. | began to think:
‘Is God’s chastisement and judgment the light of our salvation? Is it mankind’s greatest
protection and grace? How are we to understand this? If people want to be purified and live
meaningful lives, does that mean they have to accept God’s chastisement and judgment?”
As | mulled over these lyrics, many questions circled around my brain. | also thought: “If God

were to judge man, wouldn’t man be condemned? And how come judgment becomes a light
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of salvation?” | was both curious and excited because | had never heard anything like this
before. Even though the judgment being talked about in the hymn was not how | understood
judgment to be, | still had this vague feeling that judgment possesses really deep
significance, and is relevant to a person’s future and fate. When | checked the source of the
hymn | saw that it was from The Church of Almighty God, so | went to their website. | saw
that not only was the homepage novel and aesthetically pleasing, but the content was also
rich and varied. There were things to listen to, things to read, songs, discussions and lots of
other stuff. | thought to myself: “How come no one ever told me about this website? It's so
great, but could it be that no one’s shared it because they haven’t found it yet?” | clicked on
the “Books” link and as | was scrolling down the list | saw this title: Testimonies of
Experiences in Entry Into Life. Clicking on it, | saw that they were mostly testimonies about
God’s judgment, for example: “God’s Judgment and Chastisement Saved Me,” “God’s
Judgment and Chastisement Was a Great Salvation for Me,” “I| Saw God’s Love in His
Judgment and Chastisement,” “God’s Judgment and Chastisement Awoke My Sinful Heart,”
“God’s Judgment and Chastisement Put Me on the Right Path.” It was almost time for me to
go to work, so | only had time to quickly skim through a few of these testimonies. They were
all written by believers describing how their corrupt dispositions were purified, and also
talking about their deficiencies, corruption, mistaken views in faith, etc., and how these were
somewhat changed through the words of judgment of Aimighty God. This made me even
more curious about “God’s Chastisement and Judgment Is the Light of Man’s Salvation.”
Could it be that judgment wasn’t about being condemned? That it wasn’t about determining
each person’s ending? | started to feel really unsettled, and | knew | had to get to the bottom
of what “God’s Chastisement and Judgment Is the Light of Man’s Salvation” was talking
about. | came to the conclusion that Testimonies of Experiences in Entry Into Life was
probably an extremely helpful book for people in their faith, and that | should take a good
look at it. But time was running short, so | turned off my computer and went to work.

That night | was tossing and turning in bed, unable to sleep; images of The Church of
Almighty God’s website kept on popping into my head. | especially couldn’t get my head
around the sentence “God’s Chastisement and Judgment Is the Light of Man’s Salvation,”
and | really wanted to know what was meant by the “judgment.”

| got up early the next morning, opened up The Church of Almighty God’s website and

started searching for the word “judgment.” | saw an article titled “Christ Does the Work of

26



Judgment With the Truth,” opened it, and read these words: “In the judgment beginning
at the house of God spoken of in times past, the ‘judgment’ of these words refers to
the judgment that God today passes on those who come before His throne in the last
days. There are, perhaps, those who believe in such supernatural imaginings as that,
when the last days have arrived, God will erect a big table in the heavens, upon which
a white tablecloth will be spread, and then, sitting upon a great throne with all men
kneeling on the ground, He will reveal the sins of each man and thereby determine
whether they are to ascend to heaven or be sent down to the lake of fire and
brimstone. No matter what man imagines, it cannot alter the substance of God’s work.
The imaginings of man are nothing but the constructs of man’s thoughts; they come
from the brain of man, summed up and pieced together from what man has seen and
heard. Therefore | say, however brilliant the images conceived, they are but
depictions, and are incapable of substituting the plan of God’s work. Man, after all,
has been corrupted by Satan, so how could he fathom the thoughts of God? Man
conceives God’s work of judgment as something fantastic. He believes that since it
is God Himself who does the work of judgment, then this work must be of the most
tremendous scale, and incomprehensible to mortals, and must resound throughout
the heavens and shake the earth; if not, how could it be the work of judgment by God?
He believes that, as this is the work of judgment, then God must be particularly
imposing and majestic as He works, and those being judged must be howling with
tears and on their knees begging for mercy. Such scenes would surely be spectacular,
and deeply affecting.... Everyone imagines God’s work of judgment to be miraculous.
Do you know, however, that, at the time when God has long since begun His work of
judgment among man, you remain nestled in peaceful oblivion? That at the time when
you think God’s work of judgment has formally begun, God will have already made
heaven and earth anew? At that time, perhaps, you will have only just come to
understand the meaning of life, but God’s merciless work of punishment shall bring
you, still deep in sleep, into hell. Only then will you suddenly realize that God’s work
of judgment has already concluded.” | was really amazed by these words. They so
accurately revealed people’s innermost thoughts and views on God’s judgment work of the
last days—they were also so real and practical. | wondered, “Could it be that the idea of a

judgment in the sky that I'd been holding on to was just my imagination? This passage shows
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that people all imagine the work of God’s judgment to be mysterious and supernatural. It
also indicates that the work of judgment began long ago and will soon conclude, and it
exhorts people to waste no time seeking the manifestation of God. Could that be the voice
of God?” That thought left me unsettled and | really wanted immediate clarity on what the
meaning of God’s judgment really is. But there was just too much content on The Church of
Almighty God’s website and at the time | didn’t know where to start looking, so | decided to
seek out the church members themselves and see if they could help me understand things.

Using the online chat function on The Church of Almighty God’s website, | sent a
message telling them that | was interested in learning more about judgment. Someone
answered me very quickly, and introduced two sisters from The Church of Almighty God who
connected with me: Liu Hui and Li Mei. Over the course of our exchange, | discovered that
these two sisters had an open and honest approach, and were very straightforward; | wanted
to have a heart-to-heart chat with them. | said to them: “| really like The Church of Almighty
God’s website. There are all sorts of spiritual books, hymns of praise, music videos, gospel
movies, recitations of God’s words, and more. There really is a lot of content, but | just don’t
understand what is meant by God’s judgment. | just read ‘Christ Does the Work of Judgment
With the Truth’ which seems to say that God’s work of judgment has already begun and that
the idea of judgment in heaven is just a product of human notions and imagination. This is
quite different from my usual understanding of judgment. Could you share your
understanding of this with me?”

Sister Liu Hui replied: “Praise God! Let’s seek and fellowship together! | used to think
of it that way too, believing that God’s work of judgment of the last days would be carried
out up in heaven. But after reading Almighty God’s words and fellowshiping with brothers
and sisters | came to realize that this really was just my own notion, my own imagining.
Whether God’s work of judgment will be done in heaven or on earth is stated very clearly in
some of the prophecies in the Bible. For example, Revelation 14:6—-7 say: ‘And | saw
another angel fly in the middle of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His
judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters.’ In Psalm 96:13 it says: ‘[F]Jor He comes, for He comes to judge

the earth: He shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with His truth.” In John
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9:39 it says: ‘For judgment | am come into this world, that they which see not might
see.’ In these biblical verses it mentions ‘having the everlasting gospel to preach to them
that dwell on the earth,” ‘for He comes to judge the earth’ and ‘For judgment | am come
into this world.’ From this we can see that in the last days, God must personally come into
the world, and He will come to the earth to do the work of judgment, to judge all peoples and
all nations. In addition, from reading the Bible we know that before God created mankind He
created the heavens and earth and all things in order to prepare a suitable living environment
for us. God then created mankind and arranged for us to live on earth, not in heaven. So
how could we possibly ascend up into heaven? Corrupt mankind has no choice but to accept
God’s judgment here on earth. Plus, it's recorded in the Book of Revelation that John saw a
great white throne in the sky on the island of Patmos. In fact, this was just one of John’s
visions, but some people have interpreted this to literally mean that when God returns in the
last days He will judge people in the sky. This is nothing but our own notions and imaginings,
and it's a misinterpretation of the prophecies—it’s not at all a reality of God’s work.”

| was stunned by what | heard: I'd read all of the Bible verses that the sister was sharing
with me, so how come I'd never noticed the real meaning of those words? Yes! God had
created mankind to live on earth, so how could it be possible for us to go up to heaven? My
faith really was full of vagueness and ignorance!

Sister Li Mei then fellowshiped this with me: “In the last days God has not only
incarnated to do the work of judgment on earth, but His work started a long time ago and
will soon conclude. God’s work of judgment isn’t done in heaven as people imagine, and it’s
not directly condemning people as they believe. In fact, before God’s work of judgment
concludes, all those who come before God'’s throne are those who can be judged, tried, and
cleansed by God’s words. All those who accept God’s judgment and are purified will be taken
by God into His kingdom. But for those who refuse to accept the judgment of God’s words,
since their sinful natures won’t have been judged and cleansed by God, they will continue
to live in sin, continuing to constantly sin. They will lie, cheat, rebel against God and resist
God. They will be annihilated in hell for their sins—this is a true manifestation of God’s
righteous disposition. Those of us who have followed the Lord for many years have deeply
experienced that though we have been redeemed of our sins because of our faith, the
problem of our sinful nature hasn’t been resolved. We follow the Lord, yet at the same time

we often go against the Lord’s teachings and instead give free rein to our fleshly desires to
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commit sins such as lying, cheating, engage in intrigues, and struggle for fame and fortune.
We thirst after empty vanities and chase after the evil trends of the material world. And so
on. Particularly when we’re faced with trials, accidents, and disasters, we misunderstand
God, blame Him, and even betray Him. We could say that we are living in a constant state
of sinning and then confessing our sins, but never shaking off the shackles of our sinful
nature. In the Bible it says: ‘[H]oliness, without which no man shall see the Lord’ (Hebrews
12:14). How can people who are as corrupt as we are enter God’s kingdom? Almighty God
has said: ‘A sinner such as you, who has just been redeemed, and has not been
changed, or been perfected by God, can you be after God’s heart? For you, you who
are still of your old self, it is true that you were saved by Jesus, and that you are not
counted as a sinner because of the salvation of God, but this does not prove that you
are not sinful, and are not impure. How can you be saintly if you have not been
changed? Within, you are beset by impurity, selfish and mean, yet you still wish to
descend with Jesus—you should be so lucky! You have missed a step in your belief
in God: You have merely been redeemed, but have not been changed. For you to be
after God’s heart, God must personally do the work of changing and cleansing you;
if you are only redeemed, you will be incapable of attaining sanctity. In this way you
will be unqualified to share in the good blessings of God, for you have missed out a
step in God’s work of managing man, which is the key step of changing and
perfecting. And so you, a sinner who has just been redeemed, are incapable of
directly inheriting God’s inheritance’ (“Concerning Appellations and Identity” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). So, during the last days, God is implementing His management plan,
carrying out the stage of work of judging, chastising, and cleansing people in accordance
with what corrupt mankind needs. The purpose is to thoroughly save us from Satan’s
domain, and to remove the shackles of our sinful nature so that we can be purified and
saved. From this we can see that God’s work of judgment of the last days is all about
cleansing and salvation. It's not about condemning us, as people imagine.”

Sister Liu Hui went on in fellowship with me: “That’s right, Sister Enhui. Let’s think about
it, if God’s work of judgment was to condemn and punish us, then not a single one of us,
who have all been deeply corrupted by Satan, would ever be saved or be able to enter God’s
kingdom. If that were the case, what would be the point of God’s work of judgment? The

words of Almighty God clearly state why God does the work of judgment in the last days,
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and what its significance is. Let’s read two passages of Aimighty God’s words: ‘Man’s entire
life is lived under the domain of Satan, and there is not a single person who can free
themselves from the influence of Satan on their own. All live in a filthy world, in
corruption and emptiness, without the slightest meaning or value; they live such
carefree lives for the flesh, for lust, and for Satan. There is not the slightest value to
their existence. Man is incapable of finding the truth that will free him from the
influence of Satan. Even though man believes in God and reads the Bible, he does
not understand how to free himself of the control of Satan’s influence. Throughout
the ages, very few people have discovered this secret, very few have touched upon
it. ... If man is not cleansed, then he is of the filth; if he is not protected and cared for
by God, then he is still a captive of Satan; if he is not judged and chastised, then he
will have no means of escaping the oppression of the dark influence of Satan. The
corrupt disposition that you show forth and the disobedient behavior that you live out
are sufficient to prove that you are still living under the domain of Satan. If your mind
and thoughts have not been cleansed, and your disposition has not been judged and
chastised, then your entire being is still controlled by the domain of Satan, your mind
is controlled by Satan, your thoughts are manipulated by Satan, and your entire being
is controlled by the hands of Satan’ (“The Experiences of Peter: His Knowledge of
Chastisement and Judgment” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). ‘By means of this work
of judgment and chastisement, man will fully come to know the filthy and corrupt
substance within his own self, and he will be able to change completely and become
clean. Only in this way can man become worthy to return before the throne of God.
All the work done this day is so that man can be made clean and be changed; through
judgment and chastisement by the word, as well as through refinement, man can
purge away his corruption and be made pure’ (“The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The
Word Appears in the Flesh). So what can we experience from God’s words? Looking at them
from one angle, we can see that God’s words are extremely practical and reflect our real-
life situation very well. From another angle, we could see that we first have to experience
God’s judgment and cleansing to rid ourselves of filth and corruption, and to escape from
Satan’s dark influence. Only then will we be qualified to be taken by God into His kingdom.
Without God’s work of judgment of the last days we couldn’t be cleansed enough to become

people who are after God’s heart, and we certainly wouldn’t be able to enter God’s kingdom.
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We would just never stop sinning and resisting God, and ultimately, we’d be annihilated by
God in hell. In fact, from the real-life testimonies of the brothers and sisters of The Church
of Aimighty God we can see that God’s judgment and chastisement is the light of salvation
for mankind. Every one of us has been corrupted by Satan, but because we can come before
Almighty God and receive the judgment and chastisement of God’s words, our life
disposition gradually changes. We go from rebellion and resistance to acceptance and
submission; we go from arrogance, self-righteousness and giving in to no one, to becoming
willing to put aside our own egos and submitting to what is right, submitting to the truth. In
addition, all that is expressed in God’s judgment and chastisement is the truth, and it is also
an expression of God’s righteous and holy disposition, so the more we experience God’s
judgment and chastisement, the more we know God. And the more we know God, the more
clearly we can see into people, things, and events in the world. Accordingly, our viewpoints
and values change to varying degrees. We gain more reverence of and submission to God.
This is what Almighty God’s judgment and chastisement achieve in us. Without the judgment
of the light of truth in God’s words, we would all live in darkness, committing sins and then
confessing them, confessing them and then committing them again every day, never shaking
off the shackles of sin. Then how could we ever be taken by God into His kingdom?”

After fellowshiping with Sisters Li and Liu it felt like a bright light had been turned on in
my heart. What they said was true: The pastor, the elders, and the brothers and sisters in
my church were all unable to extricate themselves from the bondage of sin. | myself also
often sinned in spite of myself and was unable to put the Lord’s words into practice. We are
all living in a state of committing sins and then confessing—we truly do need God to return
and do a stage of work of judgment and cleansing. If | hadn’t looked into Almighty God’s
work of the last days | would never have come to understand these truths. | felt so grateful
for God’s guidance. By reading the words of Almighty God and listening to the sisters’
fellowship, plus reading the written testimonies of the brothers and sisters of The Church of
Almighty God describing how their corrupt dispositions were purified through the judgment
of God’s words, | had gained a bit of understanding of God’s work of judgment of the last
days. My own notions had been dispelled, and | now knew that God’s judgment and
chastisement are essential for us to escape from sin and gain purification.

Then Sister Liu Hui said: “Let’s read two more passages of Almighty God’s words.

Almighty God said: ‘In undertaking His work of judgment, God does not simply make
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clear the nature of man with a few words; He exposes, deals with, and prunes over
the long term. These methods of exposure, dealing, and pruning cannot be
substituted with ordinary words, but with the truth of which man is utterly bereft. Only
methods such as these can be called judgment; only through judgment of this kind
can man be subdued and thoroughly convinced into submission to God, and
moreover gain true knowledge of God. What the work of judgment brings about is
man’s understanding of the true face of God and the truth about his own
rebelliousness. The work of judgment allows man to gain much understanding of the
will of God, of the purpose of God’s work, and of the mysteries that are
incomprehensible to him. It also allows man to recognize and know his corrupt
substance and the roots of his corruption, as well as to discover the ugliness of man.
These effects are all brought about by the work of judgment, for the substance of this
work is actually the work of opening up the truth, the way, and the life of God to all
those who have faith in Him. This work is the work of judgment done by God’ (“Christ
Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). ‘Those who
wish to gain life without relying on the truth spoken by Christ are the most ridiculous
people on earth, and those who do not accept the way of life brought by Christ are
lost in fantasy. And so | say that those who do not accept Christ of the last days shall
forever be despised by God. Christ is man’s gateway to the kingdom during the last
days, and there are none who can go around Him. None may be perfected by God
except through Christ. You believe in God, and so you must accept His words and
obey His way. You cannot only think of gaining blessings while being incapable of
receiving the truth and incapable of accepting the provision of life. Christ comes
during the last days so that all those who truly believe in Him may be provided with
life. His work is for the sake of concluding the old age and entering the new one, and
His work is the path that must be taken by all those who would enter the new age. If
you are incapable of acknowledging Him, and instead condemn, blaspheme, or even
persecute Him, then you are bound to burn for eternity and shall never enter the
kingdom of God’ (“Only Christ of the Last Days Can Give Man the Way of Eternal Life” in
The Word Appears in the Flesh). From the words of Almighty God it can be seen that in the
last days God has become flesh in order to express all truths to cleanse and save humanity,

in accordance with mankind’s needs. He reveals God’s righteous disposition which will

33



tolerate no offense to mankind. Through His words, God reveals people’s nature and
essence, and the true state of their corruption. Only through accepting the words of judgment
that Almighty God has expressed can we know our own arrogance, cunningness,
selfishness, evil, etc., which are all part of our satanic nature and corrupt dispositions. Only
through accepting God’s judgment and chastisement can we know God’s righteous
disposition and develop hearts of reverence for God and true repentance. Thus we can
attain transformation and cleansing of our corrupt disposition. This is the significance of
God’s judgment, and it is also our only road to salvation. Sister Enhui, as long as we
earnestly read as much of Almighty God’s words as we can, then the significance of God’s
work of judgment of the last days will become clear to us and even more, we’ll see that only
Christ of the last days can bestow the way of eternal life upon people.”

Praise the Lord! | gained an enormous amount from communicating with the sisters.
Even though I've yet to experience God’s judgment and chastisement, through fellowshiping
with them and reading Testimonies of Experiences in Entry Into Life, I've felt that Almighty
God’s judgment and chastisement really can change people. | also feel that | really need
God to perform His stage of judgment and chastisement work to transform and purify me so
that | will be qualified to be taken up into the kingdom of heaven. At a later date, after a few
more days of fellowshiping, | came to understand more of the significance of God’s work of
judgment and the truth concerning God’s names. | also learned truths to discern the true
Christ from false ones, and real churches from false ones. | learned truths about God’s
incarnation, the difference between God’s work and human work, how Satan corrupts
mankind, how God saves us, and more. | came to the firm conclusion that Almighty God
really is the returned Lord Jesus, and with a happy heart | accepted Almighty God’s work of
the last days. Praise God! Since then I've had an unquenchabile thirst for reading the words
of God. By living a church life, fellowshiping truths with the brothers and sisters, and
accepting the watering and feeding of God’s words | feel that my spirit is gaining a great deal
of sustenance. This has allowed me to witness the total fulfilment of this prophecy in the
Book of Revelation in the Bible: “Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
My voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with
Me” (Revelation 3:20). I've also felt it being fulfilled in me personally. The words of Almighty
God have knocked open my heart’s door and allowed me to hear the voice of God, know

God’s work of judgment, and return before Him. Praise be to God!
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4. The Awakening of a Deceived Spirit
By Yuanzhi, Brazil

| was born in a small city in Northern China and in 2010, followed relatives to Brazil.
Here in Brazil, | got acquainted with a Christian friend who brought me to church to listen to
some sermons, after three visits | still hadn’t absorbed anything. | got really busy with work
after that, so | didn’t go back to church again until one day in June, 2015, when my friend
brought me to church once more. That time, | finally gained some understanding of the Lord
Jesus as the Redeemer through what the brothers and sisters shared. In particular, when |
first read Genesis, | realized that man was actually created by God, that God had created
all things, and | felt that the Creator is truly wondrous. When | was in school all the textbooks
had taught me that man evolved from primates, and all the things in the world were formed
naturally—it turned out that | had been deceived for over two decades. Only after reading
the Bible did | fully awaken, and from that point on, | believed in the Lord Jesus.

In late 2015, | went back to Brazil after five months in China. This time, | decided to find
a steady job and settle down properly. However, things don’t always turn out as planned.
Things weren’t going smoothly with work or my personal life, leaving me very agitated and
anxious. One evening, | phoned that Christian friend to complain, and he told me, “Quiet
yourself and pray to the Lord and see how the Lord arranges everything for you.” So, |
quieted my heart and prayed to the Lord, “Lord Jesus! I've encountered some problems at
work that | don’t know how to deal with. Lord, | hope that | may receive some help from You.”
To my surprise, four days later, my boss called me and asked me to come back to work. |
was ecstatic and thankful that the Lord Jesus heard my prayers. | received more of the
Lord’s grace after that, so | started attending gatherings every week to repay His love, even
if | had to take time off from work.

Starting in June 2016, not only was | attending church gatherings, but | also shared
Bible verses with friends on Facebook, plus | would browse through Facebook for content
so | could gain more understanding of the Lord. | added a lot of friends who would all share
Bible verses with me when they had time. This was extremely rewarding for me. One day

while browsing Facebook, | saw a video with a description “God Descends With
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Judgment’—this immediately grabbed my attention. Curious, | clicked on it. | was pleasantly
surprised that it had been so well done. Simply put, it was spectacular! | was drawn in by
the sonorous, powerful singing, lyrics that tugged at the heartstrings, and the enthusiasm of
everyone in the performance. Giving it a closer look, | saw that the video was from The
Church of Aimighty God. | thought: “All the performers really throw themselves into it—it's
as if they’re singing for God to hear. The Church of Almighty God seems not bad at all! This
is the first time that I've heard of them; if | get the chance | should get in touch with them.”
One day, | sent the link for that video to a Facebook friend, Sister Yang, with whom |
frequently discussed the Bible. She really liked it too, and said that she was interested in
learning more about The Church of Almighty God. She felt that this church was indeed very
special and that it was filled with the Holy Spirit's work. | then shared the video on my
Facebook page, but to my surprise, one of my friends watched it and told me that The
Church of Almighty God was no good, plus he sent me all sorts of negative stuff about it.
Seeing all these materials that blasphemed Almighty God and condemned The Church of
Almighty God really scared me and | thought: “This church seems fine—how could anyone
have a problem with them?” When | went to give the video another look, | suddenly thought
back to something my pastor had once said in a sermon, that false Christs will appear in the
last days. If | stray from the Lord Jesus’ path, wouldn't it all be over for me? | knew that was
something that | couldn’t just disregard, so | decided not to watch it just then. | reached out
to Sister Yang right away and explained the situation to her. Her response was, “We can’t
just rely on one side of the story to determine whether it’'s true or false. This is not in
accordance with the Lord’s teachings. All of us who are believers in the Lord are awaiting
His return, and right now, some people are saying that He has already come. We have to
investigate this. We can’t just follow the herd, blindly judging and condemning it. Let’s find
some people from The Church of Almighty God and look into it. We’ll see their true colors—
nothing real can be made fake, and nothing fake can be made real.” | thought: “Sister Yang
is right. This is indeed the first time that I've heard anyone preach the gospel that the Lord
has returned, plus | have no idea whether that stuff on the Internet condemning The Church
of Almighty God is true or false. | can see that the videos and movies shot by The Church of
Almighty God are pretty good. | should go and learn about them—that’s the only rational
way to approach the return of the Lord.” And so, | agreed to investigate Aimighty God’s work

of the last days with Sister Yang.
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Sister Yang reached out through the contact details left at the end of the video and
ended up in contact with Brother Zhang of The Church of Almighty God in North America.
Once we were online with him, Sister Yang and | brought up the same question: “We both
know that the Lord will return in the last days; however, the Lord Jesus said: ‘Then if any
man shall say to you, See, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so that, if
it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect’ (Matthew 24:23-24). Brother Zhang,
what do you think of this issue of false Christs emerging in the last days to deceive people?”

Brother Zhang said: “The Lord Jesus said these things to warn us: When He returns
during the last days, false Christs will also emerge. The Lord’s will is to have us develop
discernment so that we’re not deceived by false Christs. However, He didn’t say this so that
we would just wholesale reject anyone who says that the Lord has returned, or even go so
far as to judge and condemn them. This is our misunderstanding of the Lord Jesus’ words.
The Lord Jesus was clear about what false Christs are: ‘For there shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect’ (Matthew 24:24). The obvious hallmarks of
false Christs are that they imitate the Lord Jesus’ work, showing signs, performing miracles,
healing diseases and casting out demons. These are the areas where false Christs are most
cunning and evil, and they are their primary distinctive features. Almighty God’s words are
even more specific and incisive regarding the manifestations and hallmarks of false Christs.
Almighty God said: ‘If, during the present day, there is to emerge a person who is able
to display signs and wonders, cast out demons, heal the sick, and perform many
miracles, and if this person claims that they are Jesus who has come, then this would
be the counterfeit of evil spirits, and their imitation of Jesus. Remember this! God
does not repeat the same work. Jesus’ stage of work has already been completed,
and God will never again undertake that stage of work. ... If, during the last days, God
still displayed signs and wonders, and still cast out demons and healed the sick—if
He did exactly the same as Jesus—then God would be repeating the same work, and
the work of Jesus would have no significance or value. Thus, God carries out one
stage of work in every age. Once each stage of His work has been completed, it is
soon imitated by evil spirits, and after Satan begins to follow on the heels of God,

God changes to a different method. Once God has completed a stage of His work, it
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is imitated by evil spirits. You must be clear about this’ (“Knowing God’s Work Today” in
The Word Appears in the Flesh). We all know that all that is false can only ride on the
coattails of what is true and imitate it. False Christs are no exception. They are evil spirits
and they lack the essence of Christ. They cannot do the work of Christ, they are unable to
express the truth, and they are unable to express God'’s disposition or all that God has and
is. They cannot bring man the truth, the way, and the life. Therefore, false Christs can only
imitate the work that the Lord Jesus has already done; all they can do is perform some signs
and wonders to deceive foolish and ignorant people. There are some people who have been
possessed by evil spirits, who presumptuously declare that they are the returned Lord Jesus,
and imitate the Lord Jesus in doing things such as healing diseases and casting out demons,
performing miracles, and preaching the way of repentance and forgiveness. There is no
shred of a doubt that they are false Christs that deceive people. God’s work is always new
and never old, always developing in a forward direction. He will never repeat old work that
He has done before. This is just like when the Lord Jesus came to work; He brought a close
to the Age of Law and opened up the Age of Grace. He did not repeat the work that Jehovah
God had done of issuing the law to guide people in their lives, but instead, He performed
His work of redemption upon the foundation of the work of the Age of Law. The Lord Jesus
brought the way of repentance and forgiveness to mankind; as long as we come before Him,
confess, and repent, the Lord will pardon our sins and forget our transgressions, making us
fit to enjoy the abundant grace and blessings that the Lord bestows upon mankind. All of
that work was new, and it could not have been done by any evil spirits or by Satan. This is
the same for the returned Lord Jesus in the last days—Almighty God concluded the Age of
Grace and began the Age of Kingdom. Almighty God did not repeat the Lord Jesus’ work of
redemption—He does not cast out demons, heal the sick, or perform miracles for people.
Instead, He expresses the truth and performs the stage of work of judging and cleansing
man on the foundation of the work of redemption. He fully saves mankind from the domain
of Satan and brings us into God’s kingdom. This is all new work from God that He has never
before performed and could not be performed by any false Christ whatsoever. As long as
we know that God’s work is always new and never old, and we understand the principles of
discerning the true Christ from false Christs, we will naturally differentiate between the
appearance and work of God and the deception of false Christs.”

| gained a great deal from Brother Zhang’s communication; his fellowship was very
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clear. False Christs can only repeat and imitate some of the work that God has done in the
past, but they can never perform any new work, nor can they provide a new path for
mankind. At this point, | understood the true meaning behind the Lord Jesus’ words: “For
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; so that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:24).
Sister Yang also said that she had reaped a great harvest from this, so we made an
appointment with Brother Zhang for the following evening so that we could continue listening
to his fellowship.

| felt that what Brother Zhang from The Church of Almighty God had to share was
wonderful and really edifying for me. However, when | thought of all those online rumors |
was still a little apprehensive. After | went back to my church, | asked one of the elder
brothers whether he knew anything about The Church of Almighty God. He told me that the
pastor had said we shouldn’t have anything to do with them; he also told me about some
things a number of pastors had said, judging, attacking, and condemning Almighty God.
When | heard this | vacillated a bit. | lost no time letting Sister Yang know about this negative
information and suggested that she cut off contact with The Church of Almighty God.
However, Sister Yang seemed determined to investigate Almighty God’s work of the last
days. She said to me, “Wherever the footprints of the Lamb lead me, | will follow. Recently,
I've understood a number of truths by reading the words of Almighty God online and
watching all sorts of videos and gospel movies from The Church of Almighty God. A lot of
the confusion and the difficulties that stymied me in the past have been resolved. | feel that
Almighty God’s words are the truth. Regardless of how others condemn The Church of
Almighty God, | will look into this until I've gained total clarity.” | was unable to persuade
Sister Yang, so | blocked both her and Brother Zhang on Facebook and didn’t dare contact
them again.

However, not even two days had gone by before | started to go through a dry spell with
work. Day in, day out, | had nothing to do except to make food at home. Since | was idle, |
opened up YouTube to watch some movies, but strangely, every single time, movies, music
videos, and choral works by The Church of Alimighty God would appear. | started to think:
“The videos and movies of The Church of Almighty God are put out so quickly. It's
astonishing! Anything that comes from God must certainly thrive, so could it be that The

Church of Almighty God truly comes from God? Everything Brother Zhang talked about last
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time was in line with the truth. Maybe | should try to gain an understanding of The Church
of Almighty God one more time. | can’t offhandedly refuse to investigate Almighty God’s work
of the last days just because of what other people say.” However, as soon as | thought about
what | had seen online condemning Almighty God as well as my pastor’s warning to not
contact The Church of Aimighty God, | thought perhaps | should not go any further. So, |
decided to look for other videos to watch on YouTube. However, everywhere | looked, there
were videos from The Church of Almighty God and | started to feel a sense of helplessness.
In the end, my curiosity took over and | thought: “It doesn’t matter if The Church of Almighty
God is good or not. I'll just take a quick look at their videos, and if they really aren’t any good,
then it'll be a lesson on gaining discernment.” | then clicked on a video called Gospel Choir
9th Performance. This video attracted my interest because it was a genuine depiction of
contemporary society that | really identified with. It portrayed human life so vividly,
realistically, and genuinely. | cried and laughed along with it; my heart was very moved, and
was filled with energy. | had this urge to immediately watch every single video produced by
The Church of Almighty God. After that | started watching videos from The Church of
Almighty God on a daily basis, and within one week | had watched all 17 episodes of the
Chinese choral videos. The more | watched them the more of an affinity | felt for them. There
seemed to be a force within my heart urging me to watch and investigate without delay. |
thought: “I've watched so many videos of The Church of Aimighty God; each and every one
has been so beneficial to me, plus there hasn’t been a single negative word in any of them:
It is all positive. Some of them expose the darkness of the world, some bear witness to God,
and some guide man to return before God. There’s no adulteration of fleshly or worldly
matters. The Church of Almighty God is filled with the Holy Spirit's work. It is not at all like
what the rumors say. Almighty God’s work in the last days is definitely worth looking into!”
One day while browsing through Facebook, | read someone’s experience and testimony
entitled “I Found Salvation of the Last Days on Facebook.” | opened it and saw that this
sister had similar experiences to me. When she first got in touch with The Church of Almighty
God, her online friends sent her some rumors about the church that really stood in her way.
| read on impatiently, eager to know what happened in the end. | saw that after this sister
prayed to the Lord and asked Him to guide her, she felt that she could not be selective in
what she chose to listen and believe, but she had to investigate The Church of Almighty God

in a practical way in order to discern whether it was true or false. Blindly listening to the
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rumors and refusing to investigate the second coming of the Lord would not be a very
rational approach, so she felt that she had to find out the truth about the Lord’s return. These
words really resonated with me. The return of the Lord is an important thing and one must
treat it prudently. We can'’t just follow the herd; we can’t just blindly reject and resist it. |
continued reading the article and saw that what this sister came to understand about The
Church of Almighty God was entirely different from what her online friends were telling her.
She also personally hosted some visiting sisters from The Church of Almighty God who
fellowshiped with her on Almighty God’s words, and were helpful and caring toward her. The
real-life experiences of this sister told me that | could no longer continue to be deceived by
these rumors, nor could | be taken in by gossip, refusing to investigate the work of Almighty
God in the last days. Otherwise, | would very likely lose God’s salvation of the last days. |
knew | had to get back in touch with The Church of Almighty God for further investigation!

That night while | was tossing and turning restlessly in bed, | thought, “I have to find
Sister Yang again, even though | blocked her. If | can find her I'll definitely be able to find
Brother Zhang from The Church of Almighty God. Sister Yang is a genuine believer and she
has been investigating Almighty God’s work of the last days this whole time. She’s probably
gained a lot of understanding by now. | really need to ask her how her investigation is coming
along.” It was no easy task, but through the help of some friends, | found Sister Yang’s
Facebook account a couple of days later. | was really happy that she wasn’t angry at me for
blocking her. When | contacted her, she told me that she had already gained clarity through
her investigation, and that Almighty God is the return of the Lord Jesus. She also very happily
put me in touch with Brother Zhang. When the three of us all connected online, | told them,
“Through my recent experience, | can see that the Lord is guiding me. | am also willing to
seek and investigate the work of Almighty God in the last days, but, | have so many questions
for the two of you that I'd like your fellowship on. The one thing | really can’t make heads or
tails of is that Jesus incarnated as a man to do His work, so how is it that He would now
return to the flesh as a woman to do His work? This is a mystery. Brother Zhang, can you
explain this to me?”

In response to my question, Brother Zhang replied, “Yes. There are mysteries contained
within God’s incarnations—the significance is immense and profound, as well as something
unfathomable to us. Therefore, we must maintain hearts of reverence regarding the return

of the Lord. Even if God’s work is not remotely in line with our notions, we must watch our
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tongues. We must not judge it without thinking the matter through. Seriously speaking,
arbitrarily judging God'’s work is blaspheming against God, and the sin of blasphemy cannot
be pardoned in this life or the next. AlImighty God of the last days has come and opened up
all mysteries. This completely fulfills Jesus’ prophecy: ‘I have yet many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, is come,
He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatever He
shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come’ (John 16:12-13).
Let’s read the words of Aimighty God together to understand this aspect of the truth. Aimighty
God said: ‘Back then, when Jesus came, He was male, and when God comes this time,
He is female. From this, you can see that God created both male and female for the
sake of His work, and with Him there is no distinction of gender. When His Spirit
comes, He can take on any flesh He pleases, and that flesh can represent Him;
whether male or female, it can represent God as long as it is His incarnate flesh. If
Jesus had appeared as a female when He came, in other words, if an infant girl, and
not a boy, had been conceived by the Holy Spirit, that stage of work would have been
completed all the same. If that had been the case, then the present stage of work
would have to be completed by a male instead, but the work would be completed all
the same. The work done in either stage is equally significant; neither stage of work
is repeated, nor does it conflict with the other. At the time, Jesus, in doing His work,
was called the only Son, and “Son” implies the male gender. Why is the only Son not
mentioned in this current stage? Because the requirements of the work have
necessitated a change in gender from that of Jesus. With God there is no distinction
of gender. He does His work as He wishes, and in doing His work He is not subject to
any restrictions, but is especially free. Yet every stage of work has its own practical
significance. God became flesh twice, and it is self-evident that His incarnation during
the last days is the final time. He has come to make known all His deeds. If in this
stage He did not become flesh in order personally to do work for man to withess, man
would forever cling to the notion that God is only male, not female. ... In the
beginning, when Jehovah created humankind, He made two kinds of human being,
both male and female; and so there is the division of male and female in His incarnate
fleshes. He did not decide His work based on the words He spoke to Adam and Eve.

The two times He has become flesh have been determined entirely according to His
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thinking at the time He first created humankind; that is, He has completed the work
of His two incarnations based on the male and the female before they were corrupted’
(“The Two Incarnations Complete the Significance of the Incarnation” in The Word Appears
in the Flesh). ‘In gender, one is male and the other female, so completing the
significance of God’s incarnation, and dispelling man’s misconceptions of God: God
can become both male and female, and in essence, the incarnate God is genderless.
He made both man and woman, and to Him, there is no division of gender’ (“The
Essence of the Flesh Inhabited by God” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).”

After reading God’s words, Brother Zhang shared this fellowship, “Whatever God does
has meaning. God absolutely would not do anything lacking meaning or value. The Bible
says: ‘So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male
and female created He them’ (Genesis 1:27). We can see from this that in the beginning,
God created man and woman in His image. God can incarnate as a man, and He can
incarnate as a woman as well. In God, there is no distinction between genders; whether He
becomes a man or a woman, He possesses the essence of God and is able to do God’s
own work. God taking on two different genders the two times He has incarnated is to
complete the significance of His incarnation and dispel man’s fallacious belief that God can
only incarnate as a man, that He cannot incarnate as a woman. This allows mankind to
realize that not only can God’s incarnation embody the identity of a man, but it can also
embody the identity of a woman. This allows humanity to see that God is indeed almighty,
that we are unable to fathom Him, and we should not arbitrarily judge or delimit God.
Additionally, God’s essence is of the spirit, and there is no differentiation of sex in spirits.
Sex only applies to created mankind. God has become flesh twice in order to save and
redeem mankind, therefore, the sex of God’s incarnation is only dependent on the period of
time in which He does His work in flesh. Once the incarnated God’s work on earth concludes,
He returns to the spiritual world and at that time, there is no longer any differentiation
according to sex. Therefore, if we delimit God within a certain sex, it is a great blasphemy!”

Listening to the words of Almighty God and Brother Zhang’s fellowship gave me a
sudden flash of insight. | finally understood why God has taken on a different sex in each of
His incarnations. | realized that contained within this is God'’s will from when He first created
mankind as well as His kind intentions. If God came to work as a man for both of His

incarnations, we would believe for eternity that God is a man and we would believe in error
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that the male sex is greater and of higher status than the female sex. God incarnate of the
last days working as a woman is an embodiment of God’s fairness and righteousness, and
it allowed me to see the incredible significance of God incarnating and working as a woman
this time! Otherwise, we would never have an understanding of God, and our notions and
delimitations of God would never be eliminated and furthermore, this would offend God'’s
disposition. The first time that God was incarnated, He appeared as a man, and in the last
days, He has appeared as a woman. These two incarnations of God truly show us the
complete significance of God’s incarnation; they’ve given me a more accurate and a more
genuine understanding of God. Thanks be to God! God’s work is truly wise!

After Sister Yang and Brother Zhang listened to my understanding and knowledge of
God’s words, they felt happy that | had been able to understand God’s will and dispense
with my notions and misunderstandings of God. They were moved to tears by the work of
salvation that God had done upon me. We joined together in fellowship three more times.
Thank God for His guidance. | understood more and more of the truth, | learned the mystery
of God’s incarnation, and | learned the mystery of God'’s three stages of work. | learned of
the differences between God’s work and man’s work, the differences between the Holy
Spirit's work and Satan’s work, and other aspects of the truth. | could truly feel that Aimighty
God is the return of the Lord Jesus and that He is the truth, the way and the life. That
Saturday evening, Sister Yang sent me a new music video called God’s Love Circles My
Heart, “God’s will has been revealed—to perfect those who truly love Him. Innocents, pulsing
with life, offer up your praises to Him. A dance of joy is beautiful, leap and prance around
the throne. From the earth’s four corners, we come, summoned by God’s voice. His words
of life bestowed on us, we're cleansed by His judgment. ...” This song was so encouraging
for me that | was moved to tears. | dialed Sister Yang’s number, but | was so overcome with
emotion that | couldn’t speak. All | could do was say over and over, “Thank God! Thank
you ...”

Once the intensity of my feelings had subsided, that same night | had a very heartfelt
talk with my brothers and sisters. | was thankful that Aimighty God had not given up on my
salvation that whole time and that He had not dealt with me according to my rebellion and
resistance. Instead, He was always with me. He used gospel movies, videos, and brothers’
and sisters’ articles on their own experiences to guide and move me bit by bit, bringing me

back to His house, bringing me before Him. From the bottom of my heart, | told my brothers
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and sisters: “I have already experienced God'’s love and | also understand the truth of God’s
incarnation. I'll never again believe hearsay or rumors. | completely accept Almighty God as
my Savior and as my God. For | have already determined that Almighty God is the return of
the Lord Jesus—He is the God that has provided me with so much grace, and He is the
Redeemer of mankind.”

When | think back on how | listened to rumors in the past, how | was rife with conflict
about the work of God in the last days and even said some words of judgment against God,
of how | was so rebellious, | feel incredibly indebted to God—I'm aggrieved and full of regret.
However, Sister Yang told me: “When we don’t know God, as human beings we're really
prone to being deceived by lies. As long as we truly repent, God will not keep a record. God’s
word says, ‘God did not come this time to strike people down, but rather to save people
to the greatest extent possible. Who is entirely free of error? If everyone were struck
down, then how could it be called “salvation”? Some transgressions are done on
purpose, while others are done involuntarily. With involuntary matters, if you can
change after you recognize them, would God strike you down before you changed?
Can God save people that way? That is not how He works! Regardless of whether you
transgress involuntarily or out of a rebellious nature, you must remember: Afterward,
you must hurry up and wake up to reality, and press onward; no matter what situation
arises, you must press onward. The work God is doing is that of salvation, and He
will not casually strike down the people He wants to save” (“God’s Will Is to Save
People to the Greatest Extent Possible” in Records of Christ’'s Talks). God’s words have
given me great comfort and they have allowed me to see that God is full of mercy and
forgiveness. God’s love is so great! | can’t hold back the gratitude to God | feel within my
heart. Over the period of time that followed, through my interactions with brothers and sisters
from The Church of Almighty God, | could see that the church is not at all what the rumors
purport it to be. In fact, it is completely the opposite. This is the place for us to pursue the
truth and know God. When we have gatherings in The Church of Almighty God, nobody talks
about eating, drinking, and making merry; nobody talks about cars, money or houses;
nobody talks about the dirty, filthy, evil things in the world. We all read Almighty God’s words
together and we fellowship on our experience and knowledge of God’s words. We practice
and adhere to Almighty God’s words. | can see that within The Church of Almighty God,

God’s words hold power, the truth holds power, and Christ holds power. This is a place full
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of fairness and righteousness. | feel like I'm getting a taste of a beautiful life in a new heaven
and earth! Now when | think back on those rumors, | realize that they do nothing but trap
and harm people, and it was due to those rumors that | nearly lost God’s salvation of the last
days. Thankfully, AlImighty God saved me and allowed me to gain some understanding of
God’s work. My spirit was awakened, | broke through the tangled web of Satan’s rumors,

and | came before the throne of God. | give thanks to God for saving me!

5. A Wandering Heart Comes Home
By Novo, Philippines

My name is Novo, and I'm from the Philippines. | have followed my mom in her belief in
God since | was little, and would go listen to sermons at church with my siblings. Although |
had believed in the Lord for many years, | felt that | hadn’t undergone any change and that
| was the same as an unbeliever. Within my heart | was constantly thinking about how to
make more money, and about how to spend my days in comfort and enjoy the good life. On
top of that, | would also go out drinking with my friends all the time, and the moment | had
any spare cash I'd go gambling. | knew that doing these things was at odds with the Lord’s
will—I would often pray to the Lord and confess my sins, and | would firmly resolve to Him
that | would give up these bad habits and never sin again from that day on. But with the
cajoling and enticement of my friends, | simply couldn’t control myself. And so it was that |
became more and more degenerate, my heart grew farther and farther away from God, there
was no longer any sincerity in my prayers. Every week | would just say a few simple prayers
to get it over and done with. Sometimes | felt real despair as | knew that when the Lord
returned He would judge each and every person based on their actions and behavior, and
then whether they would go up to heaven or down to hell. | felt | was so degenerate that
God would not forgive me again. | later married and had kids, and all | thought about was
my wife and my children. | had pushed my faith to the back of my mind long before. In order
to provide a better future for my children and to realize my desire to become rich, | decided
to go work abroad, which is what brought me to Taiwan. After finding a job | still didn’t make
any lifestyle changes. In my leisure time | would go with my workmates to drink and sing

karaoke, living a life of revelry; I'd long since relegated my belief in God to the back of my
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mind.

In 2011, | worked as a welder in a factory in Taiwan. One day in 2012, a colleague in
Taiwan learned that | was a Catholic, so she invited me to Mass at her church. One Sunday
morning, she came to fetch me from the factory and took me to her friend’s house. It was
there that | met Brother Joseph. He asked me, “Brother, do you believe in the second coming
of the Lord Jesus?” | said that | did. He then asked me, “Do you know what work the Lord
Jesus will do when He returns?” | replied, “I believe that when the Lord Jesus returns, He
will sit upon a great white throne and judge mankind. Everyone will account for their sins
kneeling before the judgment seat, and then the Lord will decide whether they are to go up
to heaven or down into hell based on their actions and deeds.” Brother Joseph continued to
ask me, “If we told you that the Lord Jesus has already come and is currently doing His work
of judgment of the last days, thus fulfilling the prophecy that ‘judgment must begin at the
house of God,’ would you believe this?” | was quite surprised when | heard him say this. |
thought: “Has the Lord Jesus already returned? How is this possible? | haven’t seen the
great white throne appear in the sky, and | haven’t seen the Lord descending on a white
cloud. And yet he says that the Lord has returned to do His work of judgment, thus fulfilling
the prophecy that ‘judgment must begin at the house of God.’ It makes sense. God’s
wisdom is unfathomable to man, so I'd better keep seeking.” | then replied, “Brother, |
wouldn’t dare say whether the Lord Jesus has or has not returned, so please fellowship this
with me.” They then found a number of passages within the Bible concerning prophecies of
the Lord’s return and His doing His work of judgment that they read to me. For instance,
there was chapter 4, verse 17 in the First Epistle of Peter which says: “For the time is come
that judgment must begin at the house of God.” And also chapter 16, verses 12—-13 in
the Gospel of John: “I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth:
for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and
He will show you things to come.” Brother Joseph said this “Spirit of truth” refers to the
return of the Lord and His expressing the truth and doing His work of judgment. God of the
last days has returned in the flesh as the Son of man. On the foundation of His work of
redemption in the Age of Grace, He expresses the truth and does the stage of His work of
judgment beginning with the house of God. In reality, this work of judgment is the work to

thoroughly purify and save man. This precisely fulfills the Lord Jesus’ prophecies: “And if
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any man hear My words, and believe not, | judge him not: for | came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. He that rejects Me, and receives not My words, has one
that judges him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day”
(John 12:47-48). “For the Father judges no man, but has committed all judgment to
the Son.... And [He] has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is
the Son of man” (John 5:22-27). | listened attentively to the brother’s fellowship, and |
believed that all these messages he was sharing with me were true because | believe that
all the Lord’s prophecies have to be fulfilled, that they must come true.

Afterward, Brother Joseph read two passages of Almighty God’s word in “Christ Does
the Work of Judgment With the Truth” to me: “The work of judgment is God’s own work,
so it must naturally be carried out by God Himself; it cannot be done by man in His
stead. Because judgment is the use of the truth to conquer humankind, there is no
question that God would still appear in the incarnate image to perform this work
among man. That is to say, in the last days, Christ shall use the truth to teach people
across the world and make all truths known to them. This is God’s work of judgment.”
“In the last days, Christ uses a variety of truths to teach man, to expose the essence
of man, and to dissect the words and deeds of man. These words comprise various
truths, such as man’s duty, how man should obey God, how man should be loyal to
God, how man ought to live out normal humanity, as well as the wisdom and the
disposition of God, and so on. These words are all directed at the essence of man
and his corrupt disposition. In particular, the words that expose how man spurns God
are spoken in regard to how man is an embodiment of Satan, and an enemy force
against God. In undertaking His work of judgment, God does not simply make clear
the nature of man with a few words; He exposes, deals with, and prunes over the long
term. These methods of exposure, dealing, and pruning cannot be substituted with
ordinary words, but with the truth of which man is utterly bereft. Only methods such
as these can be called judgment; only through judgment of this kind can man be
subdued and thoroughly convinced into submission to God, and moreover gain true
knowledge of God. What the work of judgment brings about is man’s understanding
of the true face of God and the truth about his own rebelliousness. The work of
judgment allows man to gain much understanding of the will of God, of the purpose

of God’s work, and of the mysteries that are incomprehensible to him. It also allows
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man to recognize and know his corrupt substance and the roots of his corruption, as
well as to discover the ugliness of man. These effects are all brought about by the
work of judgment, for the substance of this work is actually the work of opening up
the truth, the way, and the life of God to all those who have faith in Him. This work is
the work of judgment done by God” (The Word Appears in the Flesh).

After reading these words, Brother Joseph fellowshiped with me many truths regarding
God’s work of judgment of the last days. | came to understand that God’s work is very
practical and that it isn’t supernatural at all, that God’s work of judgment of the last days is
not at all like | had imagined. | had imagined God placing a gigantic table in mid-air, with
God sitting on a great white throne and all of mankind kneeling before Him. Then God would
list our sins one by one in order to determine whether we were good or wicked, and would
decide whether we went up to heaven or down to hell. Instead, God has become flesh and
has come to the world to express the truth in a practical way, to judge man’s sins, and expose
the truth of man’s corruption as well as his nature and essence. Brother Joseph went on in
fellowship to tell us that our satanic dispositions, such as our arrogance and self-importance,
our crookedness and cunning, and our selfishness and baseness, must all undergo God’s
judgment before we can be purified. The ultimate outcome of God’s work of judgment is so
that we may see our own filth and corruption, our ugliness and wickedness, and see our
essence that defies and betrays God, that we may know that we have been corrupted so
deeply by Satan, that we are filled with satanic dispositions, that we are the embodiment of
Satan, and that we should perish. Only in this way can we come to hate and curse ourselves,
and forsake Satan once and for all. Moreover, it is so that, within the judgment and
chastisement of God’s words, we may come to know God’s righteous, holy and unoffendable
disposition. We can then unconsciously develop a God-fearing heart, never again dare to
recklessly disobey and defy God, and become able to forsake our flesh, and practice the
truth. Once our life disposition has undergone change we will then be able to truly obey and
worship God. And once we have gained various aspects of the truth expressed by God in
the last days, we will then be thoroughly purified and saved by God, and qualified to be
brought by God into His kingdom. Those who refuse to accept God’s work of judgment of
the last days are incapable of gaining God’s purification—in the end they can only be
eliminated by God’s work, and will have lost the opportunity to be saved and enter into the

kingdom of heaven. Hearing Brother Joseph’s fellowship, | felt that God’s work to save man
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is so very true and practical!

| thought of how | had believed in the Lord for many years and although | often
confessed my sins to the Lord and repented, | would then continue sinning, lying, cheating,
being crooked and cunning, and would even often reveal my wildly self-important, arrogant
and self-righteous satanic disposition. | was constantly living in a cycle of sinning and
confessing, confessing and sinning—I was living in such pain. God has now come to do His
work of judgment and purification of the last days, and this is sorely needed by corrupt
mankind. Those who believe in the Lord and have had their sins absolved still need the
purification of God’s work of judgment in the last days. The Bible says, “[H]oliness, without
which no man shall see the Lord” (Hebrews 12:14). The Lord is holy. If we only have our
sins absolved, but our sinful nature and satanic dispositions are not purified, then at any
moment we are still capable of sinning and defying God, of frequently complaining or even
betraying God. How could we, filled with such defilement and corruption, be qualified to look
upon the Lord’s face? Only then did | feel in my heart how very necessary God’s work of
judgment in the last days is! It would be so unrealistic, so impractical if the Lord came and
took everyone up into the air to meet Him in accordance with people’s notions and
imaginings! Brother Joseph then fellowshiped with me his experiences and testimony of how
he accepted God’s judgment and chastisement. | really felt that his fellowship contained the
enlightenment and illumination of the Holy Spirit. Listening to it was very edifying, and |
believed that the Lord Jesus must really have returned. | thus decided to seek and
investigate God’s work of the last days so that | wouldn’t miss my chance to welcome the
Lord’s coming.

Afterward, Brother Joseph gave me a copy of The Word Appears in the Flesh, and |
was thrilled. When | got back to my dormitory that evening, | began to read God’s words and
| read them all night long. | read these words of Almighty God: “Your mouths are filled with
words of deceit and filth, of betrayal and arrogance. Never have you spoken words of
sincerity to Me, no holy words, no words of submission to Me upon experiencing My
word. What, in the end, is your faith like? There is nothing but desire and money in
your hearts, and nothing but material things in your minds. Every day, you calculate
how to get something from Me. Every day, you count how much wealth and how many
material things you have gained from Me. Every day, you await ever more blessings

to come down upon you so that you may enjoy, in greater quantities and of a higher
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standard, the things that may be enjoyed. It is not Me who is in your thoughts at each
and every moment, nor the truth that comes from Me, but rather your husband or wife,
your sons, daughters, and the things you eat and wear. You think of how you can gain
ever greater, ever higher enjoyment. But even when you have filled your stomach to
bursting, are you still not a corpse? Even when, outwardly, you adorn yourself in such
beautiful apparel, are you not still a walking corpse devoid of life? You toil for the
sake of your stomach, until your hair is streaked with gray, yet none of you sacrifice
a single hair for My work. You are constantly on the go, taxing your body and racking
your brain, for the sake of your own flesh, and for your sons and daughters—yet not
one of you shows any worry or concern for My will. What is it that you still hope to
gain from Me?” (“Many Are Called, but Few Are Chosen” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

What these words revealed was exactly the situation in my life, and they were how |
truly felt in my heart. The words were like a double-edged sword that cut through into my
numb heart. | knew that only God could examine man’s innermost heart, and only God could
reveal the truth of mankind’s corruption as well as what’s hidden deep within man. | felt that
these words were the Holy Spirit's utterances, and they were God’s voice. From God’s
words, | came to know that although | had believed in the Lord for many years and | often
confessed and repented to the Lord, my sinful nature and satanic disposition had not been
purified and had not changed at all. | was only acknowledging the Lord’s name, but there
was no place for the Lord in my heart, nor did | expend myself or work for the Lord. | was
constantly caught up in how to make more money, how to enhance my pleasures of the
flesh, and how | could get my family to live more prosperously, never once concerning myself
with God’s will. | even knew that | lied and sinned often but thought nothing of this. | had
always believed that God was the forever loving, forever merciful God, and even if | sinned,
He would absolve me of my sins, be merciful to me and bless me. Only after having read
these utterances expressed by God in the last days did | see God’s righteous and holy
disposition, and | knew that God’s disposition is something that no one may offend. The
judgment and chastisement of God’s words gave rise to reverence for Him within me and |
lamented my own past. | fell down before God and wept bitterly: “O God, | have rebelled
against You, cheated You and defied You in many things, and | am unworthy to come before
You. All I've done only merits punishment. O God, thank You for giving me the opportunity

to repent and be saved. From now on, | shall do all in my power to pursue the truth, perform
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my duty well and repay Your love.” After | prayed, | made firm my resolution: | must accept
God’s judgment and change my life of sinning and confessing; | must read God’s words
more and contemplate them more so that | may understand more of the truth and have the
strength to forsake my flesh, practice the truth and meet God’s will.

From that time on, | took The Word Appears in the Flesh with me to work so that | could
read and contemplate God’s words during my work breaks. From Almighty God’s words, |
saw how corrupt and rebellious my behavior and thoughts were. Later, | read these words
of God that say: “Your prayer should proceed step by step, in line with the true state of
your heart and the work of the Holy Spirit; you come to commune with God in
accordance with His will and with what He requires of man. When you begin the
practice of prayer, first give your heart to God. Do not attempt to grasp God’s will—
only try to speak the words within your heart to God. When you come before God,
speak in this way: ‘Oh God, only today do | realize that | used to disobey You. | am
truly corrupt and despicable. | have only been wasting my life. From today | will live
for You. | will live a life of meaning and will satisfy Your will. May Your Spirit always
work in me, continuously illuminating and enlightening me. Let me bear strong and
resounding testimony before You. Let Satan see Your glory, Your testimony, and the
proof of Your triumph, manifest in us.” When you pray in this way, your heart will be
completely set free. Having prayed in this way, your heart will be closer to God, and
if you can pray in this way often, the Holy Spirit will inevitably work in you”
(“Concerning the Practice of Prayer” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Within God’s words,
| found a path of practice to resolve my corrupt disposition, and | began to earnestly pray to
God with a sincere heart, opening up to God about my corrupt disposition and telling God
about what | hoped within my heart to achieve. | asked Him to guide me that | may live by
His words. Through these kinds of prayers, | often felt that God was leading me and
enlightening me, and my heart became filled with faith and strength. | no longer lived the
way | had before, nor did | act any longer in accordance with those corrupt thoughts and
ideas | had in my heart. My life had changed; it was no longer the degenerate life | had led
before of sinning and confessing, but instead | was truly living before God, and | had gained
God’s care and protection.

In July 2014, | returned to the Philippines, and only then did | become aware that God

had also chosen many brothers and sisters in the Philippines. | was so happy. Now |
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fellowship God’s words with my brothers and sisters in the church, we live a life of the church,
and we help and support one another. We all pursue the truth; we seek to change our
dispositions and be saved by God. We also bear witness to Aimighty God'’s work of the last
days to the people of our own country as well as to those of other countries so that they
know that the Lord Jesus has already returned and they may, like us, gain God’s salvation
of the last days. Thank Almighty God! | now live a very enriched and happy life. | have
completely rid myself of the kind of degenerate, decadent life | had before. It is Aimighty God
who has led me to find my life goal and direction. | feel that this is the only way to live a life

of meaning!

6. Listen! Who Is This Who Speaks?
By Zhou Li, China

As a church preacher, nothing is more painful than spiritual impoverishment and having
nothing to preach. | felt helpless seeing fewer and fewer brothers and sisters coming to
meetings, and | came before the Lord many times to pray earnestly and ask the Lord to
strengthen brothers and sisters’ faith. But the desolation of the church did not improve at all
and even | lived in weakness and negativity ...

| was working at home one day when Brother Wang and Brother Lin suddenly appeared,
and | happily let them in. After exchanging pleasantries, Brother Wang said, “Sister Zhou,
how is your spirit doing at present?” | sighed and said, “Don’t mention it. | am weak in spirit
now and | have nothing to preach in my sermons! Brothers and sisters are all negative and
weak too. There is hardly anyone in the church.” Brother Lin asked, “Sister Zhou, do you
know why you have nothing to preach about in sermons and why there is hardly anyone in
the church?” As soon as he had spoken, | thought: This is exactly what | want to know. Could
they really know why? | hurriedly asked, “Why?” Brother Wang said, “Because the Lord has
already returned. He has incarnated for the second time and is uttering His words and
performing new work. Many brothers and sisters have already accepted God’s work in the
Age of Kingdom and live within the stream of the Holy Spirit’s current work. Their conditions
are getting better and better. Those who have not kept pace with God’s new work have lost

the Holy Spirit’s work, and thus they have no words to preach and are negative and weak.
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We must make haste to keep up with God’s footsteps!” Hearing this, | suddenly remembered
the words of my senior co-worker: “If someone says that God has come to do new work and
that He has uttered new words, then that is deviating from the Bible, and deviating from the
Bible is not believing in the Lord; it is apostasy.” Thinking of this, | very seriously said: “Do
senior co-workers not often tell us that to deviate from the Bible is to not believe in the Lord?
You should all know this, that deviating from the Bible is deviating from the Lord’s way. How
dare you try to preach this way to me!” | angrily stood up as | said this. Brother Lin said,
“Sister Zhou, don’t get worked up. We know that you sincerely believe in God and are
zealous, and that is why we are telling you about God’s new work. We have believed in the
Lord for so many years. Have we not always looked forward to the Lord’s return? Now the
Lord has returned and is performing the judgment work of the last days. This is great news.
We must seek and investigate diligently and not miss the opportunity to welcome the Lord!”
Without waiting for Brother Lin to finish, | put up my hand and loudly interrupted him, “Stop,
stop, stop! Don’t say anymore. | will not believe in that which deviates from the Bible. You
do not abide by the Lord’s way, but | must.” They saw that | really was not listening and so
had no choice but to leave. Later, they came back a few more times, but | just ignored them.

Later on, Brother Wang and Brother Lin came to my house with two sisters to preach
the gospel to me. That day, | was picking beans at home while my husband was outside
working. He saw them coming and let them into the house. As soon as | saw them, my heart
began to race: Why had they come back again and brought two reinforcements with them?
The four of them came into the house and said hello to me and then began to fellowship
with my husband. | felt even more anxious and thought to myself: “What they are preaching
deviates from the Bible so | have to watch my husband and not let him take in anything!” |
wanted to drive them away, but | was worried that my husband would get upset with me. All
| could do was stay silent, although | didn’t take in a word they said. But my husband listened
and nodded his head and could not stop himself from saying, “Yeah! That’s right! Yes! That’s
how it is. You explain it so well!” Seeing my husband so won over, | suddenly felt furious and
pointed at my husband and snapped: “What is right? How much have you read the Bible?
How long have you believed in God? Have you prayed to the Lord? You say, ‘Right, right,
right,” but how much do you understand?” With me making such a racket, the room suddenly
fell silent and they all looked at each other. My husband hastily said to me, “Don’t shout.

Listen first. It's good for us. If you do not listen, how can you know whether it’s right or
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wrong?” Seeing that | couldn’t stop him from listening to them, | angrily pushed the beans
back and forth with both hands, deliberately making loud noises, and thought, “Let you
listen? | won't let you hear anything. I'll put an end to this!” But making loud noises with the
beans did not stop my husband from listening to their fellowship. On the contrary, he talked
and laughed with the four of them and their fellowship was most harmonious. After a while,
my husband said to me happily: “Oh, Li! The Lord has really returned. The words of this
book are the personal utterances of God! It's so great! Li, go and cook something for us.” |
gave him a look and did not respond. Later, Brother Lin left some tapes, a book of hymns
and a copy of The Word Appears in the Flesh with my husband and then left. | just couldn’t
take it anymore and | said to my husband, “How many times have senior co-workers told us
that to believe in God we cannot deviate from the Bible, and that deviating from the Bible is
not believing in God. Have you forgotten? Why can’t you take a stand on this issue?” My
husband said without hesitation: “What they are saying is not deviating from the Bible but
higher and deeper than the Bible. Moreover, God’s new work that they are spreading fulfills
the word of the Lord and the prophecies of the Book of Revelation. After listening to their
fellowship, | understand and am clear about many of the things in the Bible that | did not
understand before. The gospel of Almighty God that they testify is the true way. Open your
eyes and look. There are only a few people left in our church. The church has become
desolate. Yet you still do not give up on the words of senior co-workers. Isn’t this too foolish?
You’d better hurry and look into this.” Hearing him say this, | angrily said, “What do you
know? To deviate from the Bible is to betray the Lord. If you do not abide by the Bible, | will!”

After this, every day as soon as my husband had time, he read the book that Brother
Lin had left, The Word Appears in the Flesh. One day, my husband got up before dawn to
read that book. In a daze, | heard my husband reading: “[C]lould it be that you have
forgotten...? Have you forgotten...?” (“How Peter Came to Know Jesus”). Hearing him
reading out loud, | felt a little angry and thought: So early in the morning and not letting
people sleep! After a while, | faintly heard: “[B]lecause before Jesus was crucified, He had
told Peter: ‘l am not of this world, and you too are not of this world’” (“How Peter Came
to Know Jesus”). Strange! Why is the Lord Jesus mentioned in this book? Could | have
heard wrong? Then | clearly heard: “[C]ould it be that you have forgotten...? Have you
forgotten...?” When | heard this, my heart was a little stirred and | could no longer sleep. |

said to myself: “Who spoke these words? O God! Is it You who is asking me this question?
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It's like You are saying these words to me. They are so gentle! | have to quickly get up and
make breakfast. After breakfast | will see what is said in that book after all, to see whether
or not it actually deviates from the Bible and whether or not these are the words of God.”
After breakfast, my husband went to read the book again. | thought to myself: Why did
he not ask me to read it with him? | stood at the door for a long time, but my husband kept
his head buried in the book and did not notice me. So | paced back and forth in the kitchen.
| felt very worried. | really wanted to read what was written in the book. So | poked my head
in the room and saw that my husband still had his head buried in the book. | wanted to go
and read it too, but when | thought of the many times the brothers and sisters had come to
preach to me and how | had always refused, | wondered whether my husband would criticize
me if | took the initiative to go and read it. If he criticized me, I'd feel so embarrassed!
Thinking of this, | retreated. As | paced back and forth outside, | remembered the words my
husband had read out loud in the morning and felt even more anxious. | thought: This won’t
do. | have to go in and see what that book is all about. But | backed away again when | got
to the door. Like a cat on hot bricks, | didn’t know what to do. Finally, | made my mind up:
Oh! God wants me to speak up! Who told me to speak like that and not listen to my
husband’s advice? So | braced myself and walked into the room and, plucking up my
courage, | said awkwardly, “May | read it together with you?” He glanced up at me and
looked very surprised, then delightedly said, “Come, come! Let's read together.” At this
moment, | was extremely moved. My husband hadn't criticized me as | had imagined! My
anxious heart finally settled down and | happily read the book with my husband. However,
the words | read in the book were not what | had heard in the early hours of the morning!
Just then, my husband went out, and | hurriedly flicked through the pages of the book. All at
once, | saw what | was looking for, and | happily read it out loud: “Peter was greatly
encouraged by Jesus’ words, because before Jesus was crucified, He had told Peter:
‘l am not of this world, and you too are not of this world.’ Later, when Peter reached a
point of great pain, Jesus reminded him: ‘Peter, have you forgotten? | am not of the
world, and it was only for My work that | departed earlier. You too are not of the world,
have you really forgotten? | have told you twice, do you not remember?’ Hearing this,
Peter said: ‘I have not forgotten!’ Jesus then said: ‘You once spent a happy time
gathered with Me in heaven and a period of time by My side. You miss Me, and | miss

you. Although the creations are not worth mentioning in My eyes, how can | not love
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one who is innocent and lovable? Have you forgotten My promise? You must accept
My commission on earth; you must fulfill the task | entrusted to you. One day | will

LEL]

certainly lead you to be by My side’” (“How Peter Came to Know Jesus” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). | read it several times and the more | read it the more | felt that these
words did not deviate from the Bible. They were just clearer and more transparent than the
Bible. But my senior co-workers had said, “Whoever spreads the message of God coming
to do new work and God uttering new words is deviating from the Bible, and deviation from
the Bible is deviation from the way of the Lord.” But what they had said did not tally with the
facts, did it? | prayed in my heart: “O God! What does it all mean? May You enlighten and
guide me, so that | can understand Your will. ...”

Later, | saw that the words of Almighty God said: “For many years, people’s traditional
means of belief (that of Christianity, one of the world’s three major religions) has been
to read the Bible; departure from the Bible is not the belief in the Lord, departure from
the Bible is heterodoxy and heresy, and even when people read other books, the
foundation of these books must be the explanation of the Bible. Which is to say, if
you say you believe in the Lord, then you must read the Bible, you must eat and drink
the Bible, and outside the Bible you must not worship any book that does not involve
the Bible. If you do, then you are betraying God. From the time when there was the
Bible, people’s belief in the Lord has been the belief in the Bible. Instead of saying
people believe in the Lord, it is better to say they believe in the Bible; rather than
saying they have begun reading the Bible, it is better to say they have begun believing
in the Bible; and rather than saying they have returned before the Lord, it would be
better to say they have returned before the Bible. In this way, people worship the Bible
as if it were God, as if it were their lifeblood and losing it would be the same as losing
their life. People see the Bible as being as high as God, and there are even those who
see it as higher than God. If people are without the work of the Holy Spirit, if they
cannot feel God, they can carry on living—but as soon as they lose the Bible, or lose
the famous chapters and sayings from the Bible, then it is as if they have lost their
life” (“Concerning the Bible (1)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). God’s words really
touched my heart. Was this not actually speaking of me? Thinking back to when | started
believing in the Lord, this was how | upheld my belief. | treated the Bible as my lifeblood. |

had to put it somewhere high up after every time | read it, for fear of the children touching it.
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| had regarded the Bible as being above all else and had even thought that deviating from
the Bible was a betrayal of the Lord. Had | been wrong to do this? With a seeking heart, |
continued reading, from “Concerning the Bible (1)” up to “Concerning the Bible (4).” The
more | read, the more enlightened | felt. The words of Almighty God made me fully
understand. It turned out that the Bible was just a historical record of God’s work and a
testimony of the first two stages of God’s work. Just as the Old Testament records the work
done by Jehovah God from the creation of the world to the end of the Age of Law, the New
Testament records the work of the Lord Jesus in the Age of Grace. God’s work is always
new, never old and always moves forward. Now God has done new work outside of the
Bible—the work of the Age of Kingdom. This stage of work is the last stage of work of God'’s
salvation for mankind. From the Age of Law, to the Age of Grace and then to the Age of
Kingdom in the last days, the three stages are all done by one God. It was a big eye-opener
for me to read the words of Almighty God, and | feasted my eyes on the words! Yes, God is
so almighty and wise, how could He only do the limited work recorded in the Bible? And from
the words of Almighty God, | truly saw that God’s last days’ words and work did not repudiate
the Bible. Instead, they elevated and deepened the work of the Age of Law and the Age of
Grace as recorded in the Bible, and everything God does now is more in line with people’s
present need. One passage of God’s words says: “You must understand why, today, you
are asked not to read the Bible, why there is another work that is separate from the
Bible, why God does not look for newer, more detailed practice in the Bible, why there
is instead mightier work outside of the Bible. This is all what you should understand.
You must know the difference between the old and new work, and even though you
do not read the Bible, you must be able to dissect it; if not, you will still worship the
Bible, and it will be difficult for you to enter into the new work and undergo new
changes. Since there is a higher way, why study that low, outdated way? Since there
are newer utterances, and newer work, why live amid old historical records? The new
utterances can provide for you, which proves that this is the new work; the old
records can’t sate you, or satisfy your current needs, which proves that they are
history, and not the work of the here and now. The highest way is the newest work,
and with the new work, no matter how high the way of the past, it is still the history
of people’s reflections, and no matter its value as reference, it is still the old way. Even

though it is recorded in the ‘holy book,’ the old way is history; even though there is
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no record of it in the ‘holy book,’” the new way is of the here and now. This way can
save you, and this way can change you, for this is the work of the Holy Spirit”
(“Concerning the Bible (1)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). At this moment, | suddenly
saw the light, and | realized why | had always upheld the Bible yet my spirit had become
increasingly negative, so much so that | had even run out of things to preach; | realized that
brothers and sisters were also getting weaker and weaker, to the point where they did not
even attend meetings, whereas those brothers and sisters who had accepted the gospel of
the kingdom of Almighty God were full of faith. No matter how | treated them, they were
never negative or discouraged, and still they came repeatedly to preach the gospel to me.
The reason for this was that what | was clinging to was God’s past work. It was the old way,
that had long since lost the work of the Holy Spirit. Yet the brothers and sisters of The Church
of Almighty God had accepted the leadership of God’s new work, had received the supply
of God’s present words and obtained the work of the Holy Spirit. This was the difference
between the new way and the old way! This was the root cause of why the religious world
was declining, and The Church of Almighty God was becoming more and more prosperous!
“Lord,” | prayed. “Now | finally understand that You have really come back, and You have
given us a new way, a new supply of life. | thank You!”

At this time, my emotions were torn between happiness and feeling bad. | was happy
that God had not abandoned me, despite me being so rebellious and disobedient, and that
He had used this special way of my husband reading out God’s words to make me hear
God’s voice. This really was God'’s love for me and His salvation to me! | felt bad because |
had looked forward to the Lord’s return for many years, but | had never considered the
possibility that | would reject the Lord when He returned and knocked on my door. Those
brothers and sisters repeatedly came all this way to spread the gospel to me, yet all | did
was ignore them. They fellowshiped with my husband and yet | mocked them and
deliberately disturbed them.... Thinking of this, my heart felt pained and | couldn’t stop the
tears flowing from my eyes. | knelt before God and prayed to Him: “Almighty God! | was
wrong. For so many years | have always upheld the Bible and thought that deviating from
the Bible was not believing in God. | treated the Bible as God and rejected Your new work
again and again, and | rejected Your coming. | was so blind! Now | am willing to put aside

the Bible, follow Your new work and listen to Your words of the new age. | will never be
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hostile to You again and | am not willing to let my entire life be ruined by my notions and
imaginings. O God! | wish to make a resolution, to cooperate with You and to bring those in

the church who truly believe in You back into Your family to make up what | owe You!”

7. How | Nearly Became a Foolish Virgin
By Li Fang, China

In the fall of 2002, Sister Zhao from my denomination, the Church of Truth, brought her
niece, Sister Wang, to my home to tell me the great news of the coming of the Lord. After a
few days of reading the words of Almighty God and listening to Sister Wang's detailed
fellowship, | understood that, from the creation of the world until now, God has performed
three stages of work in order to save mankind. Other truths that | also came to know were
God’s adoption of a different name during each stage of His work, the significance of God’s
name in each age, and the mystery of God’s incarnation, etc. These truths really came as
big eye-openers for me, and | feasted my eyes upon them. | thought to myself: “This way
sounds crystal clear, and Aimighty God very probably is the returned Lord Jesus, so I'd better
make sure | grasp this chance and read more of Alimighty God’s words.” Before leaving,
Sister Wang left some books of God’s words for me. Whenever | had time during the day;, |
read God’s words. The more | read them, the more | loved reading them and the more | felt
that they were the words of God. After three days | became anxious. | thought: “My son, who
is also a believer, and many brothers and sisters in my church still don’t know this great
news about the return of the Lord. I'd better hurry up and tell them.”

The next day early in the morning, | went to my son’s home. | said happily to him, “This
is such a great book. You should read it as soon as possible.” My son gave me a glance and
asked, “What book? You seem pretty delighted. Just put it down there and I'll take a look at
it when | have time.” | thought that, as all believers looked forward to the Lord’s return, my
son would be happy to learn that the Lord had already arrived.

| would never in a million years have imagined, however, that three days later my son
would show up at my home at the head of six people. One of them was Pastor Xia from my
denomination, and the others were pastors and preachers from my son’s denomination. |

was a bit stunned to see them, as | couldn’t figure out what was up and why so many people
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had come to see me. A pastor surnamed Li looked closely at me for a moment and with a
look of concern on his face he said, “Auntie, we're all believers in the Lord, one big family.
Your son tells me that someone has given you a book, but you really shouldn’t read it. Now
it's the last days, and the Lord Jesus said: ‘Then if any man shall say to you, See, here
is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and shall show great signs and wonders; so that, if it were possible, they shall deceive
the very elect’ (Matthew 24:23-24). We believe that these words of the Lord Jesus mean
that anyone who says that the Lord has returned is a fraudster who we must guard against
and refuse to listen to. Right now, throughout the whole world there is only Eastern Lightning
that is publicly bearing witness to the Lord’s return, so, whatever you do, don’t have anything
to do with them anymore. Don’t read any of Eastern Lightning’s books either. Their way is
different from our faith, so don’t listen to them. You don’t understand the Bible very well, and
you have small stature, so you're easily deceived. We’ve been preaching for many years
and we understand the Bible well. We've traveled all over China and we’ve seen a lot and
we are more mature in life. We've come today specially to rescue you, so you've got to
believe us and not try to have it your own way.” When | heard this, | thought to myself: “This
pastor seems to be concerned about me and what he said isn’t wrong. I'm old and not very
well educated, and | don’t understand the Bible that well. | certainly can’t discern as well as
they do.” At this point, Pastor Xia said, “I'm a pastor, and the Lord has given me His flock to
manage. So it's my responsibility to make sure that you don’t stray from the true way. If |
don’t look after the Lord’s flock, | won’t be able to render account to the Lord. Sister, don'’t
run around to other groups like this. If you get stolen from us by Eastern Lightning, then all
these years that you've believed in the Lord will be wasted!” Looking at their tense faces
and hearing the serious tone in which they were talking to me made me feel a bit frightened.
| thought: “That’s right. If | start believing wrongly then won’t all those years of faith be
wasted?” But then | thought: “The words in that book seemed so good, so right. These
pastors and preachers haven’t read the words of Aimighty God, so how could they say that
itisn’t a true way?” So | said to them, “You may be right when you say this, but what | heard
from them completely matches the words of the Lord in the Bible!” When they heard me say
that, they all started talking at once, saying so many things to scare me that | became dizzy
and confused and experienced a lot of emotional turmoil. | sat there, unable to say a single

thing. Then they wanted me to pray with them and curse against Eastern Lightning, but |
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didn’t go along with it, and so they started to terrorize me again. Finally, my son said, “Let
me deal with my mom now.” Then he took the two hymn books and the cassette tapes of
Follow the Lamb and Sing New Songs, as well as a book of God’s words named Judgment
Begins With the House of God from the cupboard, and he gave them to the pastor to take
away.

After they left, | was so upset that | couldn’t even eat my dinner, so | came before the
Lord and prayed: “Lord Jesus, is what those pastors said true or not? It seems like they’re
really concerned for my life. If | don’t listen to them, will | put my faith in the wrong place?
Oh Lord, if You really have returned as Almighty God and | don’t accept You, then wouldn’t
| be closing the door on You? Wouldn't | just be like one of the foolish virgins? Oh Lord,
through reading the words of Almighty God these last few days, | feel like my spirit has
gained a lot of provision. I've truly and honestly felt this, but could | be wrong? Now that
they’ve taken away my books and my cassette tapes of hymns, | feel really sad and | don’t
know what to do. Please show me the way....” After praying, | suddenly remembered that
Sister Wang had given me another book of Aimighty God’s words and had asked me to hide
it deep inside the cupboard. When | realized that | still had this book, | felt a little bit better.
But then | thought about what those pastors had said, and | was still at a loss about what to
do. Should | read that book or not? That night, | hardly slept at all, my mind in turmoil. Again
and again | prayed to God in tears ...

Early the next day, my son came to take me to a meeting at my former church. | was
very much undecided, but my son dragged me down to the meeting place and even told a
preacher that I'd been stolen by Eastern Lightning and he asked her to do her best to
persuade me to stay. In an instant, the preacher and all of the brothers and sisters
surrounded me. The preacher took hold of my hand, and in a gentle voice said, “Auntie,
whatever you do, don't listen to anyone else preaching. If you start believing wrongly, when
the Lord comes to rapture the congregations then you'll be left behind, won’t you? You have
small stature, so if anyone gives you any kind of book to read it would be better for you to
ask us first. Let us check on it for you....” The brothers and sisters also kept trying to
persuade me to stay, and | was moved to tears by their “love.” When they saw how moved
| was, they made their point once more: “If anyone from Eastern Lightning comes to visit you
again, don’t let them in. Don’t have anything more to do with them!” | nodded in agreement.

It was only a few days later that Sister Wang came to see me again. | told her: “The
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pastor read this passage from the Bible to me: ‘Then if any man shall say to you, See,
here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so that, if it were possible, they
shall deceive the very elect’ (Matthew 24:23-24). In the last days, false Christs shall
appear and anyone who says that the Lord has returned is a fraudster. | don’t understand
the Bible, and my stature is small, so I'm easily misled. | don’t dare to listen to any other way,
so I’'m not going to let you in. Don’t come again.” With great sincerity Sister Wang said: “The
Lord Jesus said this to ensure that we would guard against false Christs during the last days,
but He didn’t intend for us to also turn our backs on Christ. If there are false Christs it's
because the real Christ has already appeared, because without the real Christ the imposters
have nothing to imitate. Those words of the Lord Jesus tell us that we have to learn how to
discern; they aren’t saying that we should refuse to listen to the gospel of the Lord’s return
just because false Christs will appear during the last days. Otherwise, how will we be able
to welcome the Lord’s return? Actually, the Lord Jesus has already clearly described the
characteristics of false Christs. The main ones include manifesting signs, performing
miracles, healing the sick and exorcising demons, and copying the work that the Lord Jesus
has already done in order to deceive people. So during the last days, anyone who
impersonates the Lord Jesus to preach the way of repentance and who can manifest a few
simple signs or heal the sick and exorcise demons is a false Christ. Almighty God, who is
the Lord Jesus returned in the flesh in the last days, doesn’t repeat the work that the Lord
Jesus has already done, but instead does new work on the foundation of the Lord Jesus’
work of redemption. Almighty God has ended the Age of Grace and has opened the Age of
Kingdom, and He expresses truths and performs the stage of work of judging and cleansing
mankind. Almighty God will thoroughly save all those people who have been redeemed but
who still live in sin by casting off the shackles of their sinful nature and removing them from
Satan’s dark influence. He will then take mankind to their wonderful final destination. Only
God Himself can do this work; none of the false Christs can.” Although what the sister was
saying seemed reasonable, the things that the pastors had told me were still swirling around
in my head. My mind was agitated and unable to focus and | didn’t want to hear any more
of her fellowship. So | told her that | had something to do at my neighbor’s next door, which
was a lie, in order to get away from her. Sister Wang came back to my home many times

after that, but | always avoided her. My neighbor said to me, “She doesn’t look like a bad
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person. What are you afraid of?” In my heart | knew that Sister Wang was a good person,
but as | was of small stature, | was afraid of misplacing my faith.

After | returned to attend a meeting at my former church, | heard the preachers still
saying things in the sermon that they’d said before. They always talked about how to guard
against Eastern Lightning, or donating to the church, or they repeated a lot of boring old stuff
about how much they had worked and suffered for the Lord and how much of the Lord’s
grace they had enjoyed.... They could not even say the tiniest bit of something with new
light. | quickly grew fed up of listening to them, and | started to doze off. On one occasion, a
brother from another church came to give a sermon, but it was more of the same stuff about
how he’d gone uphill and down dale to do the Lord’s work, about how much he’d suffered,
how many people he’d converted through spreading the gospel and how many churches
he’'d set up. He just kept blowing his own trumpet. Listening to him made me feel very
uncomfortable, and | came to the opinion that he wasn’t bearing witness for the Lord but just
bearing witness for himself. On another occasion, I'd just arrived at the meeting place when
one of the sisters said to me, “Today we’ve got a 20-something female theology student
giving the sermon.” | was very happy to hear that and | told myself that | was going to pay
special attention on this occasion, because she would definitely give a better sermon than
our preachers did. But the student started her sermon with how to guard against Eastern
Lightning, and then went on to talk about how she’d given up her regular studies at the age
of 16 to enter the seminary to study theology, how she’d worked and suffered outdoors in
spite of the rain, how many places she’d been to.... The more | listened, the more fed up |
got. | thought to myself: “This is all just old wine in new bottles! Why do they keep on trotting
out the same old boring stuff? None of this has got anything to do with their experience or
knowledge of the Lord’s words, nor is it leading us in following the Lord’s way or practicing
and entering into His words.” I'd already been back at the meetings for over a month, but |
hadn’t gained anything from them. The more | listened to these sermons, the more withered
my spirit became, and | thought that | would die of spiritual thirst and hunger if | carried on
believing like this. Where could | go to find a bit of life? The more | thought about it, the more
upset | got.

After the meeting, | walked home with a heavy heart. | thought about the book Judgment
Begins With the House of God that Sister Wang had given me, which stated that people

shouldn’t be arrogant and shouldn’t exalt themselves but should honor God as great and
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exalt God. But these preachers were all bearing witness for themselves, honoring
themselves above all else, and getting others to look up to them and idolize them. It seemed
to me that what the book said was right! So that evening, when | was alone at home, | took
out the copy of Judgment Begins With the House of God and read some of it. The more |
read, the more my heart soared, and | really felt that these words could be sustenance for
my life. | was puzzled as to why our pastor wouldn’t let us read such a good book. Our pastor
often said that he was responsible for our life and yet he only seemed to know how to bear
witness for himself in his sermons. He never told us how to gain life. | remembered a period
when | was very weak and didn’t want to go to church meetings. The pastor never came to
visit me or offered me any support. So then how come, as soon as | started getting some
spiritual nourishment from reading Almighty God’s words, he showed up and dragged me
back to my old church to listen to them repeating the same old stuff? That wasn’t taking
responsibility for my life! | suddenly realized just how wrong I'd been, and | blamed myself
bitterly: Almighty God’s words could supply my life, and so that meant that they very probably
came from God. How could | have been so stupid and blind as to believe what the pastor
had said and give up investigating the true way? | also thought about how Sister Wang had
always given me loving support and had borne witness to God’s work of the last days for me
so that | had the chance to gain God’s salvation of the last days. But | hadn’t been all that
nice to Sister Wang, and had even avoided seeing her on a number of occasions. | shouldn’t
have treated her like an enemy. When | thought of this, | felt extremely sad. So | came before
the Lord and tearfully said a prayer of repentance: “Lord, | treated that sister who brought
me the book of God’s words as an enemy and turned my back on her. This wasn’t me turning
my back on a person, but was actually me refusing Your salvation! Lord, now | know that |
shouldn’t have listened to those pastors and given up investigating God’s work of the last
days. | wish to repent to You, but | don’t know how to find Sister Wang. Please help me....”
After praying, | picked up the book again and read it late into the night. The more | read it,
the more | felt that the content was good, and the more | came to despise the pastors for
preventing me from reading the words of Almighty God.

I’'m so grateful to the Lord for listening to my prayer! The next day at noon, when | was
eating lunch, Sister Wang came to my house. | told her about everything that had happened
since | last saw her. When she heard that I'd been unable to gain sustenance within religion,

she read out a passage of Almighty God’s words for me: “God will accomplish this fact:
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He will make all people throughout the universe come before Him and worship the
God on earth, and His work in other places will cease, and people will be forced to
seek the true way. It will be like Joseph: Everyone came to him for food, and bowed
down to him, for he had things to eat. In order to avoid famine, people will be forced
to seek the true way. The entire religious community will suffer severe famine, and
only the God of today is the wellspring of living water, possessed of the ever-flowing
wellspring provided for the enjoyment of man, and people will come and depend on
Him” (“The Millennial Kingdom Has Arrived” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Then the
sister fellowshiped this with me: “God is the wellspring of living water, and only God can
supply people’s lives. When people leave God, all becomes dark and withered, just like a
branch that has broken off from the tree trunk. In our faith in God, we must closely follow the
footsteps of the Lamb, accept God’s present work, and come before God, for only then can
we gain the work of the Holy Spirit and the nourishment and supply of God’s living water of
life. Why is it that we can’t get sustenance from listening to those pastors and elders in
religion? There are two reasons for this. One is that those pastors and elders don’t abide by
the Lord’s commandments and don’t put the Lord’s words into practice. They don’t have real
life experience and have no real knowledge of God, much less have hearts that fear God.
They don’t at all exalt God or bear witness to Him in their work and preaching. They always
blow their own trumpets and bear witness to themselves. By completely deviating from the
Lord’s way, they have turned into typical false shepherds who deceive people. This is why
they are loathed and rejected by the Holy Spirit and never obtain His enlightenment and
guidance. And this is the main reason why the religious community is so desolate. The other
reason is that the Lord Jesus has already returned to do the work of the new age. The Holy
Spirit's work on people of the Age of Grace has already been withdrawn and is now being
done on the group of people who are up to speed with God’s new work. But the pastors and
elders do not at all investigate God’s new work, and they do not follow God’s footsteps or
accept His leadership. On the contrary, all they do is crazily resist and condemn God’s work
of the last days, and slander and blaspheme Almighty God, the Christ of the last days. They
do whatever they can to prevent believers from investigating the true way and returning to
God, and thus have become just like the Pharisees who nailed the Lord to the cross. They
have already been condemned and weeded out by God, so there is no way the Holy Spirit

could work on them. So, if we want to receive life sustenance, we must keep up with the
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Holy Spirit’s current work, accept the words that God is currently expressing, and accept the
leadership, supply, and shepherding of Almighty God, the Christ of the last days. This is the
only way for us to gain truth and life. This fulfills what the Lord Jesus said: ‘| am the way,
the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6). ‘But whoever drinks of the water that | shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water that | shall give him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life’ (John 4:14).”

After listening to Sister Wang’s fellowship about God’s words | had a sudden realization
as to why the pastors, elders and theology students had nothing worthy to preach: They
don’t have truth! They resist God, and the Holy Spirit left them long ago. When they preach,
they only have intellectual knowledge to rely on, but they don’t have the enlightenment of
the Holy Spirit, and that’s why their preaching does not benefit anyone. But there was still
something that | didn’t understand, so | asked Sister Wang, “All those pastors and elders
say that they’re very familiar with the Bible, that they’ve been to seminary school and have
much life. | don’t understand the Bible that well and | believed that they were really more
mature than me in life, so that’s why | listened to them. So now | can’t decide whether they
really have much life or not. Sister, do you think that they really have much life?” Sister Wang
replied, saying, “No one can testify themselves that they have life. This is all decided
according to God’s words. What does it mean to have life? What things specifically should
be manifested? The Lord Jesus said: ‘| am the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6).
And Almighty God said: ‘Whether you are in possession of reality is not based on what
you say; rather, it is based on what you live out. Only when God’s words become your
life and your natural expression can you be said to have reality, and only then can
you be counted as having gained true understanding and actual stature. You must be
able to withstand examination over long periods of time, and you must be able to live
out the likeness that is required by God. This must not be mere posturing; it must
flow from you naturally. Only then will you truly possess reality, and only then will
you have gained life’ (“Only Putting the Truth Into Practice Is Having Reality” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). ‘Why is it said that many people have no life? Because they do
not know God, and thus it is said that they have no God in their hearts, and have no
life’ (“Only Those Who Know God Can Bear Testimony to God” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh). From God’s words we can see that Christ is the truth, the way and the life. Truth can

act as people’s life, so gaining truth is the same as gaining life, and having life indicates that
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someone has gained truth and knows God. Someone who doesn’t understand truth and
doesn’t know God will not have a heart that fears God and will be unable to live out the
reality of God’s words. This means that they have no life. If someone doesn’t have God’s
words as their life, then they will still live by Satan’s poisons that are inherent within them.
They often reveal their corrupt dispositions—arrogance, conceit, selfishness,
despicableness, crookedness, cunningness, and so on. And even if they believe in God,
they are still unable to fear God and stay away from evil. They often lie, cheat, commit sins,
and resist God. How could they ever be called people who have life? If they say they have
life, it's just the same fleshly life, the satanic life that is full of corrupt dispositions that are in
opposition to God, and not the new life, which comes from experiencing God’s words and
gaining the truth. So, though the pastors and elders may be familiar with the Bible, and
possess knowledge of the Bible and theological theories, that doesn’t mean that they know
God and fear God and that they understand truth and have the work of the Holy Spirit. And
it certainly doesn’t mean that they practice the Lord’s words or obey Him. Instead, what we
see is that they usually exalt and bear witness to themselves, and generally try to get
believers to worship them. What they reveal and live out is the likeness of Satan—being
arrogant and conceited, lacking fear for God, and being hypocritical in order to fool people.
Neither in their work nor in their preaching can they speak of any real knowledge of the
Lord’s words or any practical experience that is beneficial to other people. No matter how
many years you listen to them you will never understand any truth and your life will never
grow. They have no knowledge of God or of His work, and when God returns in the flesh in
the last days to express truths and do His work of judgment, they frenziedly resist, condemn,
and blaspheme Him without the tiniest bit of fear for God in their hearts. What kind of life do
they have? They totally have the life of Satan. They’re just like the Pharisees who knew the
Bible well and thought that they had sincere faith in God and had life but who didn’t know
God and even resisted and condemned the Lord and nailed Him to the cross. This tells us
that just because someone knows the Bible well, it doesn’t mean that they have truth and
life. The only people who have life are those who understand and practice truth and who
know God, have a heart that fears Him, and can live by God’s words. Those pastors and
elders say that they have much life, and this is only fooling believers and deceiving
themselves.”

After listening to Aimighty God’s words and the fellowship of Sister Wang, everything
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became perfectly clear in my mind: Just because someone knows the Bible well and can
expound on the Bible, it doesn’t mean that they understand truth, know God or have life. |
used to think that people in high positions or who had studied theology or had Bible
knowledge all had much life. But now | see that my viewpoint was totally absurd. It seems
that people who don’t have truth are unable to discern, and so are easily fooled. | then asked
Sister Wang a question: “Almighty God speaks so well. All we have to do is read His words
carefully and we’ll realize that these are the words of God and are God’s voice. So how
come the pastors and elders don’t accept this and even do their utmost to resist and
condemn Him?” Sister Wang replied, “Now in the last days, Almighty God has come and
expressed all of the truths that are necessary for corrupt mankind to be cleansed and saved.
These truths are the way of eternal life that God has bestowed upon us. As long as people
seriously read God’s words, they will admit that these words are the truth, the life, and the
way and are the foundation and the guide for mankind’s survival. This is a fact. Although
most pastors and elders resist and condemn God’s work of the last days and try to prevent
people from reading Almighty God’s words, this doesn’t mean that they can’t hear the
authority and power in them. Some pastors and elders can’t preach anything useful, so they
steal AiImighty God’s words and preach them to their congregations, claiming that they are
enlightenments that the Holy Spirit offered to them. But why do they still frenziedly resist and
condemn Almighty God? This has to do with their nature and substance of hating the truth.
If we think back to when the Lord Jesus first started doing His work, He manifested many
miracles, especially the resurrection of Lazarus and the feeding of the five thousand with
five loaves of bread and two fish, which were more astonishing for the people throughout
the land of Judea. So, many of the common people in those days recognized from the Lord’s
words and work that He was the coming Messiah. But the leaders of the Jews didn’t accept
the Lord Jesus, and instead resisted and condemned Him and, in the end, conspired with
the Roman government to crucify the Lord. Why did this happen? Was it because they
couldn’t hear the authority and power in the Lord Jesus’ words? No! It was because they
saw that more and more people were accepting the Lord Jesus’ way. They were afraid that
if all of the ordinary folk believed in the Lord Jesus then no one would follow or worship them,
and they would lose their status and their livelihood. They clearly knew the Lord Jesus was
God and yet they purposefully resisted Him; this revealed their antichrist essence, which

was resistant to God and which hated the truth. The Lord Jesus bitterly rebuked them when
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He said: ‘But now you seek to kill Me, a man that has told you the truth, which | have
heard of God’ (John 8:40). ‘Why do you not understand My speech? even because you
cannot hear My word. You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you
will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and stayed not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him’ (John 8: 43—44). In present times, the words of Almighty God have
revealed with crystal clarity the nature and essence of the current leaders of the religious
community. AlImighty God said: ‘There are those who read the Bible in grand churches
and recite it all day long, yet not one among them understands the purpose of God’s
work. Not one among them is able to know God; still less can any one among them
accord with God’s will. They are all worthless, vile people, each standing on high to
lecture God. They willfully oppose God even as they carry His banner. Claiming faith
in God, still they eat the flesh and drink the blood of man. All such people are devils
that devour the soul of man, demons that deliberately get in the way of those trying
to step onto the right path, and stumbling blocks impeding those who seek God. They
may appear of “sound constitution,” but how are their followers to know that they are
none other than antichrists who lead people to stand against God? How are their
followers to know that they are living devils dedicated to the devouring of human
souls?’ (“All Who Do Not Know God Are Those Who Oppose God” in The Word Appears in
the Flesh). These leaders of the religious community today are just like the Pharisees of old:
Although they know the Bible well, they know absolutely nothing about God’s work. They
see that the words of Almighty God are being accepted by more and more people who long
for and seek God’s appearance, and they’re afraid that if the believers all believe in Almighty
God then no one will follow them anymore or donate money to them. So in order to protect
their status and their livelihoods, under the banner of being loyal to the Lord and protecting
His flock, they have manufactured all kinds of vicious rumors to frenziedly resist and
condemn God’s work of the last days, and they do their best to prevent believers from
seeking and investigating the true way. We can therefore see that religious leaders are in
fact Pharisees who are sick of the truth and hate the truth. They are living demons who
devour people’s souls, and they are antichrists who are being revealed by God’s work of the
last days.”

After listening to God’s words and the sister’s fellowship, | suddenly saw the light. |

nodded my head a few times and said, “Now | finally get why those pastors and elders, on
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hearing that there are people bearing witness to God’s return, don’t seek or investigate it but
instead persistently condemn Him. Now | understand why those pastors and elders claim
loudly to be protecting me and that they are concerned about my life, when in fact they are
doing their utmost to hold me back and prevent me from reading God’s words and gaining
the life sustenance from God. It is all because everything they do is to protect their own
interests. They’re afraid that if people start following Aimighty God, then they won't listen to
their sermons or donate money to them, and that's why they prevent people from
investigating the true way. They really are despicable, and they almost ruined my chance to
attain true salvation. Now that | know how to discern better, I'm going to refuse to have
anything to do with them. No matter what they do to disturb me, I'm going to stand firm and
follow Almighty God.” After that, | never went back to my old church meetings again.

Not long after, two preachers from my old church came to my house. One of them,
Preacher Zhang, said to me, “Auntie, why haven’t you been to the meetings? Have you been
in contact with the people from Eastern Lightning again? Whatever you do, don’t switch to
their faith. If you follow their faith, you’'re done for!” With a firm voice | replied, “I gained
nothing from attending meetings with you recently, | grew ever darker in my spirit and | wasn’t
able to feel the Lord’s presence. But since | started reading Almighty God’s words, my spirit
has been uplifted, and now I’'m starting to understand truths and my life is nourished. | feel
that God is with me and that the Holy Spirit is working on me. Now I'm sure that Almighty
God is the returned Lord Jesus and that the truths expressed by Almighty God are the living
water of life. Only Almighty God’s words can give me sustenance, and wherever | can gain
life, that is where | shall go.” The other of them, Preacher Song, then said, “We worry about
you. We worry that you’ll deviate from the right way. You’re immature in life....” | said to her,
‘I may be immature in life, but God will lead me anyway. Thanks for your concern, but you
should think about your own lives. My life is in God’s hands....” After they heard what | had
to say, they left in a huff. As | watched them disappearing into the distance, | felt a huge
sense of relief like I'd never felt before. Afterward, they came back twice more, but seeing
that | was totally unmoved by their exhortations they never returned again. Thanks to God’s
guiding me, | saw through to the true faces and the wicked motives of those religious leaders,
and | saw through Satan’s tricks and found my way out of the confusion and back to God.
I’'m now being supplied with the living water of life, and | will always follow and worship

Almighty God!
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8. Aimighty God Led Me
Onto the Path of Obtaining Cleansing
By Ganggiang, United States

| came to Singapore on my own in 2007 to try to make a living. Singapore is really hot
year-round, so | was sweating buckets every day at work. It was utterly miserable, and on
top of that | was in a completely unfamiliar place without any family or friends—life felt so
dull and tedious. One day in August, | received a gospel leaflet on my way home from work
which read: “But the God of all grace, who has called us to His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that you have suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, strengthen, settle
you” (1 Peter 5:10). | felt warmth in my heart upon reading these words. After that, | went to
church with a brother, where the enthusiastic reception from the brothers and sisters, who
asked after my well-being, made me feel the warmth of family which | hadn’t had in a long
time. My eyes suddenly welled up with tears—I felt just like | had come home. From then
on, every Sunday going to church was a must for me.

| was baptized that December, officially stepping onto the path of faith. In one church
service, | heard the preacher reading from chapter 18, verses 21-22 of Matthew: “Then
came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and | forgive
him? till seven times? Jesus said to him, | say not to you, Until seven times: but, Until
seventy times seven.” Hearing this, | thought to myself: “How can the forgiveness and
patience of the Lord Jesus be so great? He forgives people seventy times seven times. If
men could really do this, then there would be no fighting, but just love and warmth!” | was
very moved by the Lord’s words, and | resolved to act in accordance with His teachings.

Two or three years later, my boss put me in charge of managing a construction site, so
| put all my energy into work and stopped attending gatherings as regularly. | was later
introduced by a friend to a Mr. Li, a business financier, and we set up a construction company
together. | was very happy, and was determined to really throw myself into it. | then got totally
into the vortex of money and stopped going to church for gatherings altogether. | wanted
projects to be done well to win others’ praise for my competence, so | became more and

more demanding of workers. | would reprimand them whenever | saw that they had done

72



something that wasn’t right or wasn’t up to my requirements. The team leader was often
brought to tears by my abuse. The workers were afraid whenever they saw me and would
even hide from me. Even people who used to be good friends became cold toward me and
no longer wanted to confide in me. Seeing this was very distressing. The Lord Jesus
instructs us to forgive others seventy times seven times, and to love our neighbor as
ourselves. However, | had not put this into practice in the slightest, not even once. How was
that being a Christian? | knew that | was sinning and | often prayed to the Lord, confessing
and repenting. | resolved to change. But whenever something came up, in spite of myself |
would still sin. | was really vexed.

In August of 2015, we suspended business operations because the company was not
doing well, and | went back home. Depressed and miserable, | just drank and gambled all
day. When my wife told me | should stop drinking, | would just yell at her: “It's my money, |
earned it, and I'll spend it however | want....” There was nothing she could do, so she would
just sit there and cry. Each time that | gave vent to my anger, | felt remorseful and | hated
myself, but | just couldn’t rein myself in. By that time | had completely lost all Christian
propriety; my behavior and conduct were entirely the same as a nonbeliever’s.

In my pain and helplessness, | went back to church to attend gatherings again. Over
that period, | was constantly praying to the Lord Jesus: “Oh, Lord! I've done so many things
| didn’t want to do, I've said so many things that hurt others. I've been living in sin and
rebelling against You. Each time that | sin, I'm remorseful and really hate myself, but | can’t
ever control myself! | confess my sins by night, but then by day | fall back into my old ways
and sin again. Oh, Lord! | beseech You to save me, what can | do to break free from sin?”

On New Year’s Day of 2016, | set foot on American soil—I had come to New York to
make some money. | kept going to church in my free time and also joined a prayer group,
reading the Bible and praying with other brothers and sisters. There, | became acquainted
with a sister called Qinglian. One day, Sister Qinglian gave me a call to say there was some
good news she wanted to share with me. | said, “What’s the good news?” She said, “There’s
a missionary visiting. Do you want to go hear her speak?” | said, “Great! Where is it?” She
then arranged a time for me to go to her house.

| went to Sister Qinglian’s house on that day. Several other brothers and sisters were
there, and after meeting and exchanging greetings, we all began to discuss the Bible. Sister

Zhao's fellowship was very enlightening and it was really edifying for me. | then told her
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about my constant sinning and confessing, and the pain of being unable to rid myself of sin,
and | sought her help. In fellowship, she said that even after we have begun to believe in
the Lord, we still sin all the time, and that living life in the never-ending cycle of sinning by
day and confessing by night, never able to rid ourselves of it, was not a problem that afflicted
me alone. Rather it was a problem shared by all believers. Sister Zhao then had us watch a
video of some recitations of God’s words. These were the words: “Changing man’s
disposition starts with knowledge of his substance and through changes in his
thinking, nature, and mental outlook—through fundamental changes. Only in this way
will true changes be achieved in the disposition of man. Man’s corrupt disposition
stems from his being poisoned and trampled upon by Satan, from the egregious harm
that Satan has inflicted upon his thinking, morality, insight, and sense. It is precisely
because the fundamental things of man have been corrupted by Satan, and are utterly
unlike how God originally created them, that man opposes God and does not
understand the truth. Thus, changes in man’s disposition should begin with changes
in his thinking, insight, and sense that will change his knowledge of God and his
knowledge of the truth” (“To Have an Unchanged Disposition Is to Be in Enmity to God” in
The Word Appears in the Flesh).

| was really moved, thinking, “Isn’t it me they are talking about? | always look down on
others, scolding them for this or yelling at them for that. | lack morality and reason, and have
lost any vestige of saintly decorum.” These words all pierced me to the core of my being. |
had never read anything like it before, nor had | heard any preacher deliver that kind of
sermon. | had been distressed by my constant sinning, but still hadn’t been able to break
free from the constraints of sin. These words showed me the path to leaving sin behind, and
| marveled: This is so well put. Who could have written them?

Sister Zhao told me that this was the word of God, that the Lord Jesus had already
returned in the flesh, and He was currently doing the work of judging and cleansing people
through His word in the last days. | simply didn’t dare believe my own ears. What believer is
not longing for His return? Suddenly hearing this news of the Lord’s return, | was so excited
that | was somewhat at a loss: Had the Lord truly returned? | eagerly asked her to continue
with her fellowship. Sister Zhao said, “The Lord Jesus has truly returned, and He is Almighty
God—the incarnated Christ in the last days. He has expressed all truths to purify and save

mankind, and has started to do the work of judgment beginning with the house of God. He
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will thoroughly save us from the domain of Satan, who have been bound up by our satanic
nature and living in sin from which we cannot extricate ourselves. Ultimately we’ll attain full
salvation and be obtained by God. In the Age of Grace, the Lord Jesus only performed the
work of redemption; He redeemed us from sin and absolved our sins so that we would no
longer be condemned under the law. Although the Lord absolved our sins, He did not pardon
our satanic nature or our satanic dispositions. The arrogance, craftiness, selfishness, greed,
maliciousness, and other corrupt dispositions still exist within man. These are things which
go deeper and are more stubborn than sin. It is precisely because these satanic dispositions
and satanic nature have not been resolved that we continue to sin in spite of ourselves, and
we even commit sins that are more serious than violating the law. As for the Pharisees back
then, wasn’t the reason why they resisted and condemned the Lord, to the point where they
even crucified Him, that man’s sinful nature had not been resolved? In fact, we all have a
deep appreciation of this because we are ourselves controlled by these corrupt dispositions.
So, we often tell lies, act deceitfully, are arrogant and conceited, and reprimand others
condescendingly. We know clearly that the Lord demands that we pardon others and love
our neighbor as ourselves, and yet we do not put this into practice. People scheme against
each other, scramble for fame and gain, and are unable to get along harmoniously. During
times of illness, natural or man-made disasters, we still blame God, and we even deny or
betray God. These facts show that if we do not resolve our satanic nature and satanic
dispositions, then we will never be able to escape this circular life of sinning and confessing,
then confessing and sinning. Therefore, to thoroughly save man from sin, it is necessary for
God to perform a stage of His judgment and cleansing work to resolve our sinful nature. This
is the only way we can be purified and fully saved by God, and be obtained by Him. Let’s
read a few more selections from Almighty God’s words and you’ll understand.”

Sister Zhao opened up the book of the word of God and began to read: “For all that
man may have been redeemed and forgiven of his sins, it can only be considered as
God not remembering the transgressions of man and not treating man in accordance
with his transgressions. However, when man, who lives in a body of flesh, has not
been set free from sin, he can only continue to sin, endlessly revealing his corrupt
satanic disposition. This is the life that man leads, an endless cycle of sinning and
being forgiven. The majority of men sin in the day only to confess in the evening. This

way, even if the sin offering is forever effective for man, it will not be able to save man
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from sin. Only half the work of salvation has been completed, for man still has a
corrupt disposition” (“The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh). “Though Jesus did much work among man, He only completed the redemption
of all mankind and became man’s sin offering; He did not rid man of his corrupt
disposition. Fully saving man from the influence of Satan not only required Jesus to
become the sin offering and bear the sins of man, but it also required God to do even
greater work to rid man completely of his satanically corrupted disposition” (Preface
to The Word Appears in the Flesh). “The sins of man were forgiven, and this is because
of the work of God’s crucifixion, but man continued to live within the corrupt satanic
disposition of old. This being so, man must be completely saved from his corrupt
satanic disposition, so that his sinful nature may be completely extirpated, never to
develop again, thus enabling the disposition of man to be transformed. This would
require man to grasp the path of growth in life, to grasp the way of life, and to grasp
the way to change his disposition. Furthermore, it would require man to act in
accordance with this path, so that his disposition may gradually be changed and he
may live under the shining of the light, so that all that he does may be in accord with
the will of God, so that he may cast away his corrupt satanic disposition, and so that
he may break free from Satan’s influence of darkness, thereby emerging fully from
sin. Only then will man receive complete salvation” (“The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Sister Zhao said in fellowship: “Now that we’ve read
these words of God, we understand why we are always bound by our satanic nature and
unable to rid ourselves of sin, right? During the Age of Grace, God only performed the work
of redemption, not the end-time work of judging, cleansing, and thoroughly saving people.
So no matter how we confess our sins and repent, how we try to conquer ourselves, how
we fast and pray, we will not be able to achieve freedom from sin. That means that if we
want to break free of the bondage and control of our sinful nature, just undergoing the Lord
Jesus’ work of redemption is still not enough. We must accept the work of judgment done
by the returned Lord Jesus. This is because in doing His judgment work of the last days,
God expresses many aspects of truth to judge and expose man’s satanic nature of resisting
and betraying God. He reveals God’s righteous, holy, unoffendable disposition, allowing
mankind to clearly see the truth of his own profound corruption by Satan through the

judgment and chastisement of God’s words, to truly know God’s righteous disposition that
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does not tolerate man’s offense, to develop a God-fearing heart, thus transforming and
purifying man’s satanic disposition and saving man from Satan’s influence. In God’s
majestic, wrathful judgment and chastisement we see God face-to-face. Like a double-
edged sword, God’s word pierces our hearts, it reveals our satanic nature of resisting and
betraying God as well as even our corrupt dispositions in the deepest recesses of our hearts
which we ourselves have no way of discovering. It makes us see that the essence of our
nature is filled with such satanic dispositions as arrogance, conceit, selfishness, baseness,
evasiveness, and craftiness, that we are simply without a shred of human likeness, and are
completely the embodiment of Satan. It is only then that we prostrate ourselves before God,
beginning to hate and curse ourselves. At the same time, we also sense profoundly that all
of God’s word is the truth, it is all the revelation of God’s disposition as well as what the life
of God is. We see that God’s righteous disposition does not tolerate offense, and that God’s
holy essence will not be sullied. The result is developing a heart of reverence for God; we
begin to pursue the truth with all our might and to behave according to the word of God. As
we gradually come to understand the truth, we will have more and more of an understanding
of our own satanic nature and disposition, and gain more and more discernment. Our
knowledge of God will also increase. Our internal corrupt dispositions will slowly be cleansed
and we will be freed from the bonds of sin. We will gain true release and live freely before
God. This is precisely the outcome achieved in mankind through God’s work of judgment in
the last days. It can therefore be seen that the work of ‘redemption’ in the Age of Grace and
the work of ‘ridding man of sin’ in the last days are two different stages of work. ‘Redemption’
was just the Lord Jesus taking on man’s sins in their stead and allowing man to escape the
punishment they should have suffered for their sins. But that didn’t mean that people were
without sin, much less that they would never again sin or that they were totally purified.
Whereas ‘ridding man of sin’ is completely exposing mankind’s sinful nature so that we can
live without relying on our corrupt nature anymore, so we can achieve a change in our life
disposition and become totally purified. Therefore, only by accepting God’s work of judgment
in the last days can our corrupt dispositions be thoroughly resolved, can we rid ourselves of
Satan’s influence and be saved, be led into the kingdom of God and attain God’s promises
and blessings.”

Hearing the word of God and the sisters’ fellowship, | felt that it was completely in line

with reality and was very practical. | thought back on my many years as a man of faith: | not
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only often lied and cheated, but | was also arrogant and unrestrained, rude and
unreasonable, and willful. People who worked for me were afraid of me and kept their
distance from me, and even in my own home my wife and daughter were a little scared of
me as well. No one wanted to open up to me and | couldn’t even find a close friend to confide
in. It was painful and | felt helpless. Even though | often read the Bible and prayed, confessed
my sins to the Lord, and even despised myself, | would keep doing the same terrible things.
| could not change myself at all. Someone like me who'’s constantly sinning and resisting the
Lord is in great need of God’s work of judgment in the last days! The Lord Jesus has now
returned—He is Almighty God incarnate. Today, having the chance to hear the voice of God
and to learn that the Lord Jesus has come again to deliver the truth and undertake the work
of judging, cleansing, and saving man, | really am extremely fortunate! That sister saw that
| was filled with longing, so she gave me a copy of a book of God’s word: God’s Sheep Hear
the Voice of God. | accepted it happily and resolved to really practice my faith in Almighty
God!

| read many of God’s words after accepting Almighty God’s work in the last days. | read
about the three stages of God’s work, the mystery of the incarnation, the meaning of God’s
name and the inside story of the Holy Bible, as well as how the overcomers are made, how
the kingdom of Christ is realized, how the final outcome and destination of each type of
person will be determined, and other aspects of the truth, gradually gaining some
understanding of them. | also gained more faith in God.

At first, when | read God’s words that judge and expose man so harshly, | felt distressed
and uncomfortable and had some notions about them; | felt that God’s words were too
severe. Could He not be a little gentler? If God judges man in this way, is man not then
condemned? How can he then be truly saved? Later, | read in the word of God: “In the last
days, Christ uses a variety of truths to teach man, to expose the essence of man, and
to dissect the words and deeds of man. These words comprise various truths, such
as man’s duty, how man should obey God, how man should be loyal to God, how man
ought to live out normal humanity, as well as the wisdom and the disposition of God,
and so on. These words are all directed at the essence of man and his corrupt
disposition. In particular, the words that expose how man spurns God are spoken in
regard to how man is an embodiment of Satan, and an enemy force against God. In

undertaking His work of judgment, God does not simply make clear the nature of man
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with a few words; He exposes, deals with, and prunes over the long term. These
methods of exposure, dealing, and pruning cannot be substituted with ordinary
words, but with the truth of which man is utterly bereft. Only methods such as these
can be called judgment; only through judgment of this kind can man be subdued and
thoroughly convinced into submission to God, and moreover gain true knowledge of
God” (“Christ Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).
“Through what is God’s perfection of man accomplished? Through His righteous
disposition. God’s disposition primarily consists of righteousness, wrath, majesty,
judgment, and curse, and His perfection of man is primarily through judgment. Some
people don’t understand, and ask why it is that God is only able to make man perfect
through judgment and curse. They say, ‘If God were to curse man, wouldn’t man die?
If God were to judge man, wouldn’t man be condemned? Then how can he still be
made perfect?’ Such are the words of people who do not know the work of God. What
God curses is the disobedience of man, and what He judges are the sins of man.
Although He speaks harshly, and without the slightest sensitivity, He reveals all that
is within man, and through these stern words He reveals that which is essential within
man, yet through such judgment, He gives man a profound knowledge of the essence
of the flesh, and thus man submits to obedience before God. The flesh of man is of
sin, and of Satan, it is disobedient, and the object of God’s chastisement—and so, to
allow man to know himself, the words of God’s judgment must befall him and there
must be employed every kind of refinement; only then can God’s work be effective”
(“Only by Experiencing Painful Trials Can You Know the Loveliness of God” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). From God’s words | realized that God performs His work of judgment
in the last days through expressing the truth, and that He severely judges, exposes and
condemns man’s corrupt dispositions, satanic nature, and wicked deeds that oppose God.
He does this so that we see clearly the truth of our own corruption, understand thoroughly
the essence of our corrupt dispositions, and know our own satanic nature and the source of
our corruption. This is the only way we can despise ourselves and forsake the flesh. In
addition, it is only because God shows His righteous, majestic and wrathful disposition
through His judgment and chastisement that we are able to see His righteousness and
holiness, as well as see clearly our own filthiness, ugliness and wickedness. God also does

this so that we may know our own satanic nature and the truth of our corruption. If God did
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not judge man so severely, if God did not expose man’s corruption by striking right at the
heart of the matter, and if He did not reveal His righteous and majestic disposition, then we
humans, who have been corrupted so deeply by Satan, would be unable to reflect on
ourselves or know ourselves. We would be incapable of knowing the truth of our own
corruption or our satanic nature. If that were the case, then how would we rid ourselves of
our sinful nature and be purified? From the results achieved by God’s stern words we can
see that hidden within them are God’s true love for man and the painstaking efforts He goes
to to save man. The more | read God’s words, the more | feel how wonderful God’s work of
judgment is. God’s work is so practical! Only God’s severe judgment can purify, transform,
and save man. God’s work of judgment in the last days is truly what we need!

Due to my arrogant and extremely self-righteous nature, when speaking to others | often
lectured them in a condescending way, and in my actions | was a law unto myself. | always
loved getting others to listen to me and was prone to showing off. Several times at
gatherings, | gave fellowship about how | had handled problems in my work unit, how | had
rebuked staff who hadn’t followed instructions and subdued them, as well as how my wife
and daughter did what | told them to. Particularly when | shared fellowship on God’s words,
| would say things like, “I believe this passage of God’s words means this,” and “this is what
| think.” A brother saw that | was always revealing an arrogant and self-righteous disposition
without being aware of it myself. He pointed this out to me at a gathering, saying that
speaking and acting in this way was an expression of arrogance, self-righteousness, and
unreasonableness. If anyone had exposed me that way in the past, and in front of so many
people to boot, | would certainly have argued my own case and refuted them right away. But
at the time, | chose to be silent without arguing or justifying myself, because these words
from a sermon came to mind: “If you always say ‘I think’ with every subject you encounter,
well, you had best let go of your opinions. | urge you to let go of your opinions and seek the
truth. See what the words of God say. Your ‘opinion’ is not the truth! ... You are too arrogant
and self-righteous! When faced with the truth, you cannot even let go of or deny your own
notions and imaginings. You do not want to obey God in the slightest! Of those who truly
pursue the truth and truly have a heart that reveres God, who still says ‘I think’? This saying
has already been eliminated, for by saying it one reveals one’s satanic disposition” (Sermons
and Fellowship on Entry Into Life). This fellowship reminded me that, whenever |

encountered an issue, words such as ‘I think,” “| maintain,” and “I believe” were generally
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on my lips, always starting with the word “l,” and myself always had the final say on
everything. | believed that | could see through things myself, and could deal with problems.
| always made others do as | said and obey me. By always regarding myself so highly, was
that not precisely revealing an arrogant disposition? What that brother said to me when he
pointed out my disposition was all true, and | should accept it. The things | believed
emanated from my notions and imaginings, they came from Satan, and they were certainly
not the truth. | thought about how, whether at home, at work, or amongst colleagues, | was
always behaving as if | were number one. If anyone didn’t listen to me or did something out
of line with my views, | would get angry and tell them off. The fact that | was capable of
revealing these things meant that there was no place for God in my heart, that | did not honor
God as great, but rather honored myself as great. That was generally how | spoke and
behaved, proving what an incredibly arrogant disposition | have!

| later read those words of God: “If you really possess the truth within you, the path
you walk will naturally be the correct path. Without the truth, it is easy to do evil, and
you will do it despite yourself. For example, if you had arrogance and conceit, you
would find it impossible to keep from defying God; you would feel compelled to defy
Him. You would not do it on purpose; you would do it under the domination of your
arrogant and conceited nature. Your arrogance and conceit would make you look
down on God and see Him as being of no account; they would cause you to exalt
yourself, constantly put yourself on display, and, finally, sit in God’s place and bear
testimony for yourself. In the end, you would turn your own ideas, your own thinking,
and your own notions into truths to be worshiped. See how much evil is done by
people under the dominance of their arrogant and conceited nature! To resolve their
evil acts, they must first resolve the problem of their nature. Without a change in
disposition, it would not be possible to bring a fundamental resolution to this
problem” (“Only by Pursuing the Truth Can You Obtain Changes in Your Disposition” in
Records of Christ’s Talks). Every word spoken by God is the truth—I was utterly convinced.
| thought of how | used to lecture others condescendingly at construction sites, around my
colleagues, and when | was at home. All of this was me being dominated by my satanic,
arrogant nature; it was not brought about because I'm an angry person, or because | have
a bad temper or lack self-restraint. | believed myself to have caliber and talent and good

earning power, which fed my arrogance and became the currency of my life, so | thought of
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myself as better than others. | looked down on everyone else, | thought | was better than
everyone else and always lorded over other people. | had found the source of my sin and
had seen the perilous consequences of leaving my satanic and corrupt disposition
unresolved. And so | made an effort to look up and read many of God’s words judging and
exposing man’s arrogant nature, and reflected on myself in comparison. Through God’s
words of judgment and revealing as well as the fellowship of brothers and sisters in
gatherings, | began to gain a shallow understanding of my own arrogant nature. | saw that |
was not in fact better than anyone else, and that my ability and wealth had all been bestowed
by God, so | had nothing to boast about. If God hadn’t bestowed wisdom and intelligence on
me, if God hadn’t blessed me, what could | have done just relying on myself? There are so
many talented people in the world; why do they toil and rush about all their lives just to end
up empty-handed? | also found the path to resolve my arrogant nature within God’s words,
which was to accept more of being pruned and dealt with by brothers and sisters, to accept
more of the judgment, chastisement, trials and refinement of God, reflect on myself in light
of God’s words, achieve true self-knowledge and self-hatred, and to no longer act according
to my satanic disposition but to act in accordance with God’s words. | later experienced
many instances of being judged and chastised, pruned and dealt with, and | experienced
many setbacks and failures. My knowledge of my satanic nature and corrupt essence was
gradually deepened, and | also gained a shallow understanding of God’s greatness,
righteousness and holiness. The more | came to know God’s righteousness and holiness,
the more | saw my own filthiness, lowliness, insignificance and pitifulness. The things which
| thought important before or had boasted about, | then felt weren’t even worth mentioning.
Before | knew it, my arrogant disposition began to change. Whoever said something that
was correct—brothers and sisters, my colleagues, or my family—I would accept it. | no
longer spoke to others condescendingly, but acted with humility and | was no longer a law
unto myself. Whenever an issue arose | would discuss it with others, and | would act
according to whoever’s suggestion was correct. Slowly, my relationships with those around
me began to normalize. | had peace and joy in my heart, and | felt that | was finally living out
a bit of a human likeness.

By constantly reading God’s word and living the life of the church, | felt more and more
how truly great it was that | was able to accept God’s work of judgment in the last days. |

genuinely experienced that | would have no way to resolve my corrupt disposition myself.
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Only through the judgment and chastisement of God’s words have | been gradually changed
and cleansed. In The Church of AImighty God, | see many brothers and sisters working hard
at pursuing the truth, and accepting the judgment and chastisement of Almighty God’s
words. Whenever someone reveals corruption, others point it out and everyone helps each
other. We all reflect on ourselves and know ourselves in the light of God’s words, and we
seek the truth to resolve our corruption. Everyone practices being honest people and being
pure and open; we accept and submit to whatever fellowship is in conformity with the truth
and our corrupt dispositions change more and more. The words of Almighty God can indeed
purify and change people. God incarnate has come amongst us, He personally expresses
His words to judge and purify us, and He leads us to cast off sin and be fully saved—we are
so fortunate! Thinking of all those true believers who are waiting impatiently for His return,
who yearn to cast off the bonds of sin and be cleansed, yet who live in pain without a path
to follow, | said a prayer to God and made a resolution: “I wish to preach Your kingdom
gospel to other people so that they can be like me, following Your footsteps and embarking

upon the path to purification and complete salvation!”

9. A Different Kind of Love
By Chengxin, Brazil

A chance opportunity in 2011 allowed me to come to Brazil from China. When | had just
arrived, | was overwhelmed with fresh and new experiences and filled with curiosity, and |
had a good feeling about the future. But after some time, this fresh and new feeling was
quickly replaced by the loneliness and pain of finding myself in a far-off foreign land. Every
day | went back home all alone and ate by myself, staring at the walls around me day by
day without anyone even to talk to. | felt so lonely, and would often cry in secret. Just when
| was feeling at my most distressed and helpless, the Lord Jesus brought me into a gathering
by means of a friend. Through reading the word of the Lord, singing hymns, and praying in
gatherings, my lonely heart was consoled by the Lord. | learned from the Bible that the
heavens and earth and all things were created by God, and that man too is God’s creation.
| also learned that the Lord Jesus was crucified for the redemption of mankind, that it was

the Lord Jesus who redeemed us from sin, and that He is the only Redeemer of mankind.
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Having come into the presence of the Lord’s salvation, which is greater than all else, | felt
deeply moved and resolved to follow the Lord for the rest of my life. | was therefore baptized
on Thanksgiving and formally became a Christian. Because | liked singing, especially
singing hymns in praise of God, after | was baptized | became actively involved in working
for the church by joining the choir. Because of God’s guidance and blessings, | lived in peace
and happiness. Every time | went to a gathering or praised God in worship, | felt suffused
with energy.

But good times don'’t last forever, and as | entered the ranks of the church ministry, |
gradually came to see that the brothers and sisters in the church appeared on the surface
to care for and look after one another, and they all seemed to get along well together, but
that actually everything they said and did was for their own self-interest. They didn’t want to
suffer any personal loss while working in the ministry of the church, and often gossiped
behind each other’s backs about who was doing more and who was doing less. Even the
pastor was extremely snobby. He treated people based on the amounts of their donations,
and made special mention of donations whenever he gave a sermon. Every time he came
to a gathering, the issue the pastor was most concerned with was whether or not people
were giving donations and how much they were giving, and he didn’t want to hear anything
about the lives of the brothers and sisters. He talked about love but | never saw him take
any real action. Whenever a brother or sister had a difficulty, the pastor wouldn’t help them
or support them. But what was even more outrageous was that he would still criticize people
and look down on those powerless and penniless brothers and sisters. When | saw this
situation in the church, | was disappointed but also confused: How had the church changed
to become no different than society at large? Slowly, | lost the love and faith I'd had in the
beginning, and | no longer participated so actively when | went to church on Sundays. | didn’t
even want to sing. Every week when | went to church, | would either stand outside drinking
coffee or take a quick nap in the pews. When the sermon was over, I'd hand over a donation
and head out, and | would always leave with a feeling of grief and helplessness in my heart.

One Sunday in August of 2016, | met Sister Li Min in a park. She had come from
America and had been the classmate of sisters Gao Xiaoying and Liu Fang. We all believed
in the Lord, and got to chatting while sitting on the grass. We talked and talked and got on
to the topic of the situation in the church, and | told them everything | had seen in the church.

After I'd finished talking, Sister Li Min nodded thoughtfully and said, “Nowadays, not only
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has your church become this way, but the whole religious world has lost the work of the Holy
Spirit, and it has fallen into darkness and desolation. The Lord Jesus once prophesied: ‘And
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold’ (Matthew 24:12). We
are now at the end of the last days, and lawlessness is growing ever more rampant in
religion. The pastors and elders don’t abide by the Lord’s commandments, they don’t
practice the way of the Lord, and they think it is not a big deal to live in sin like that. We all
know that the flourishing of the church is the result achieved by the work of the Holy Spirit.
Today, God has already performed new work, and the work of the Holy Spirit has shifted to
a group of people who accept and obey God’s new work. The pastors and elders in religion
don’t lead believers to seek and investigate God’s work of the last days, but instead they
resist and condemn God’s new work by disseminating all kinds of rumors and fallacies to
stop people from turning to God. They meet with God’s hatred and rejection, and so the
entire religious world is without God’s blessing, has completely lost the work of the Holy
Spirit, and has been cast aside and eliminated by the Lord. The church therefore becomes
more and more desolate and darkened. It is just like the time when the Lord Jesus incarnated
to perform His work. The work of the Lord Jesus began the Age of Grace and put an end to
the Age of Law. Because those who followed the Lord Jesus accepted and obeyed the new
work of God, they then gained the work of the Holy Spirit, whereas the Holy Spirit did not
work among those who did not accept the Lord Jesus and who remained in the temple. And
so, the temple that once was filled with the glory of God and where believers worshiped God
became a place for doing business and a den of thieves. In other words, there are two
reasons for the desolation of the church: The first is because the pastors and elders do not
adhere to God’s commandments or practice the word of God, and because they constantly
commit sins and do evils; the second reason is because God is performing a new work,
because the work of the Holy Spirit has shifted, and because people are not keeping up with
the footsteps of God. However, God’s will is behind the desolation of the church, and there
is a truth to be sought here. Through the desolation of the church, God compels all those
who believe in Him with true hearts and who thirst for the truth to leave religion behind, so
that they can search for the work of the Holy Spirit, keep up with the footsteps of God, come
into the presence of God, and obtain God’s present work and salvation.”

After listening to Sister Li’s fellowship, | nodded and said, “What you say is right. It's

certainly just as you say. | was never able to understand this problem. The church was

85



originally a place for worshiping God, but there is no difference anymore between the church
and society at large. Furthermore, there is no new light in what the pastors preach, nor any
enjoyment in listening to them, and people all now live in darkness. As it turns out, it's
because we have not kept up with God’s new work, so what must we now do to keep up
with God’s new work?” Sister Li said, “The Lord Jesus has long since returned. In the last
days, God has incarnated as the Son of man to express the truth under the name of Aimighty
God, and to perform the stage of the work of judging and purifying mankind. We have to
keep up with God’s work in the last days and accept the judgment of God’s word, and only
then will we be able to obtain the work of the Holy Spirit.” When | heard that the Lord Jesus
had already returned and was performing the work of judgment, | was astonished. | thought:
“Isn’t judgment to punish a person after he is declared a sinner? God comes in the last days
to judge those who don’t believe in God, and we who believe in the Lord Jesus have already
been absolved of our sins and have been graced with salvation. We don’t need to receive
God’s judgment, for when the Lord comes He will directly raise us up to the heavenly
kingdom. How could He come to judge us?” With that thought, | gave voice to my opinion,
at which point Sister Liu Fang said, “Brother, | have already been looking into Almighty God’s
work of the last days with Sister Gao for a week. By reading the word of Almighty God, we
have recognized it to be the voice of God. Almighty God is indeed the returned Lord Jesus.
Read the word of Almighty God, and then you will understand. The reason why the Lord
Jesus has returned to perform the work of judgment is because, although we who believe in
the Lord have been forgiven of our sins, we are still always living in sin from which we cannot
free ourselves. We are incapable of freeing ourselves from the bondage and control of sin,
and we really do need God to express the truth to judge and purify us, and to root out our
sinful nature and satanic corrupt dispositions. Almighty God’s work of judgment in the last
days is a newer and higher work built on the foundation of the redemptive work of the Lord
Jesus. It completely purifies and saves man through the judgment of the word, and leads
people to a wonderful destination.” Afterward, they patiently fellowshiped about many more
truths with me. But no matter what they said, | just couldn’t accept that the Lord had returned
to judge those who believed in Him. While | was dealing with this inner conflict, | also felt
bewildered: Sisters Gao and Liu were very pious believers, and everyone acknowledged
their belief and love for the Lord, so how could they believe that the Lord Jesus was returning

to judge those of us who believed in Him, and that He would not raise us up directly into the
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kingdom of heaven? Could it be that there was some mystery or truth in this matter that | did
not know?

As | was thinking, Sister Li Min took out a book and said earnestly to me, “Brother, the
Lord Jesus said: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven’
(Matthew 5:3). Don'’t jump to conclusions, OK? Let’s first see if the word of Aimighty God is
the voice of God, and whether it can provide for our lives, and whether it can purify and save
us, and then we will know whether Almighty God is the returned Lord Jesus or not. | trust
that God’s sheep will hear the voice of God, so let’s read God’s word together!” | felt a little
reluctant and didn’t answer her. The three sisters were a little saddened to see my attitude.
Sister Liu suddenly suggested: “First let’s pray, and then read the word of God.” The three
sisters then began to pray, and | had no choice but to follow along with them. Still, as | was
praying, | could hardly quiet my heart. Even though | couldn’t hear what the sisters were
praying about, | was moved by the way they conducted themselves. Their attitude toward
God was so sincere, and they sought God’s will in everything. They hoped that | would
investigate God’s work of the last days, and this hope was also born of God’s love. After
praying, Sister Li handed me a book and said earnestly to me, “Most of the questions in this
book, A Hundred Questions and Answers on Investigating the True Way, are asked among
people of all denominations. Related passages have been chosen from the word of God to
answer each question. Go ahead and take a look.” | didn’t want to take the book, but seeing
how sincerely she had spoken, | looked again at Sister Gao and Sister Liu, and saw how
much they hoped | would investigate and seek this. | thought how crucial a matter it was to
welcome the coming of the Lord, and that | shouldn’t treat it carelessly. At that, | accepted
the book and said, “Alright, I'm willing to accept this book. Let’s not talk any more about it
today. I'll read the book first, and then we’ll talk some more.”

After | went back home, | set the book to one side—my mind was in turmoil. | thought
about what Sister Li Min had fellowshiped and it all felt clear and transparent to me.
Everything she had said was true, but what | couldn’t understand was why the Lord would
perform the work of judgment upon His return? | contemplated it carefully, but still didn’t
understand. As for the matter of the Lord’s second coming, however, since | had now heard
about it, | couldn’t just blindly make my own decisions about it and sit resigned to my fate. |
thought it would be a good idea to take a look at the book and develop some discernment.

| therefore spent six days reading that book from cover to cover. | saw that Almighty God
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had made known many, many truths and mysteries that | had never heard of before and |
was greatly sustained by reading them. Also, when | read the words of Almighty God, | felt
that there were many things that were said in the same tone as that of the Lord Jesus. The
words were possessed of authority and power, as if God Himself was speaking. And so,
after | finished reading the book, | wanted to better understand what the work of judgment
done by Almighty God was all about, and | decided to go find Sister Gao to ask her about it.

On the next day, | went to Sister Gao’s house, and happened to meet some of her
friends. They had all accepted the work of Almighty God of the last days and were holding
a gathering and fellowshiping with each other. We greeted one another, and Sister Li Min
got right to the point by asking me, “Brother, what notions do you still have? What aspect of
God'’s work of the last days do you want to understand? We can fellowship together.” | said,
“You mentioned that the church has become desolate in the last days because the work of
the Holy Spirit has moved on. | can accept this, but we who believe in the Lord have already
had our sins absolved, and the Lord does not see us as sinners. Why does God still want to
perform the work of judgment? Will we be unable to be raised up into the heavenly kingdom
if God does not perform this stage of work? When God judges a person, is that person not
then condemned? Must we all be punished? How then can we be raised up into the heavenly
kingdom?” Sister Li Min said, “As far as most people’s notions are concerned, the people
who the returned Lord judges are unbelievers who do not believe in God. They believe that,
because God judges someone, that person is then condemned and punished. They believe
that those who believe in the Lord have had their sins absolved, and that when the Lord
comes, He will raise them directly into the heavenly kingdom, and will certainly not judge
them. They therefore refuse to accept God’s work of judgment in the last days. By doing
this, they completely misunderstand God’s will and show that they do not know God’s work.
Actually, the work of Almighty God in the last days—that of expressing the truth and of
judging and purifying man—is performed precisely for the sake of raising believers up to the
heavenly kingdom. We all know the Bible says: ‘[JJudgment must begin at the house of
God’ (1 Peter 4:17). This prophecy tells us clearly that God’s work of judgment in the last
days begins first in the house of God. That is, it begins with those people who believe in God
with true hearts and accept God’s work in the last days. So, we think that believing in the
Lord Jesus means that we don’t have to accept God’s judgment, but this view is wrong. In

the last days, God uses His words to judge all those who come before His throne, and He
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purifies and saves these people, and makes a group of people into overcomers before the
disasters come. Afterward, when the great disasters come, He will reward the good and
punish the evil. This is how God’s work of judgment in the last days proceeds. No one is
able to escape from God’s work of judgment in the last days, but to those who accept and
obey God’s judgment it is purification, salvation, and perfection. As for those who refuse and
resist God’s work of judgment in the last days, although they may hide from the judgment of
God’s word, they still cannot escape the judgment of the great disasters in the end. This is
a fact! The reason why God wants to judge us in the last days is explained very clearly in
the word of Almighty God. Let us read together a passage of God’s words. Almighty God
says: ‘You only know that Jesus shall descend during the last days, but how exactly
will He descend? A sinner such as you, who has just been redeemed, and has not
been changed, or been perfected by God, can you be after God’s heart? For you, you
who are still of your old self, it is true that you were saved by Jesus, and that you are
not counted as a sinner because of the salvation of God, but this does not prove that
you are not sinful, and are not impure. How can you be saintly if you have not been
changed? Within, you are beset by impurity, selfish and mean, yet you still wish to
descend with Jesus—you should be so lucky! You have missed a step in your belief
in God: You have merely been redeemed, but have not been changed. For you to be
after God’s heart, God must personally do the work of changing and cleansing you;
if you are only redeemed, you will be incapable of attaining sanctity. In this way you
will be unqualified to share in the good blessings of God, for you have missed out a
step in God’s work of managing man, which is the key step of changing and
perfecting. And so you, a sinner who has just been redeemed, are incapable of
directly inheriting God’s inheritance’ (“Concerning Appellations and Identity” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). We understand from the word of God that by believing in the Lord
Jesus we only have our sins forgiven. This does not mean that we do not sin, nor that we
are sinless. In reality, we all live in the vicious cycle of sinning and confessing, and we still
need God to express His word to judge and cleanse us. Only when we are cleansed will we
be qualified to be raised up into the heavenly kingdom. It is recorded in the Bible: ‘[Y]ou
shall be holy; for | am holy’ (Leviticus 11:44). ‘[H]oliness, without which no man shall see
the Lord’ (Hebrews 12:14). God is holy. Defiled and corrupt people may not see God’s face
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absolved us of our sins, but it did not absolve us of our corrupt dispositions and sinful nature.
Therefore, our satanic corrupt dispositions still remain, such as those of being arrogant and
conceited, crooked and crafty, selfish and despicable, evil and greedy, feeling aversion to
the truth and enjoying injustice. These corrupt dispositions are precisely the root cause that
leads us to sin and to resist God. If they are not resolved, we will often sin, vie with each
other for fame and gain, engage in jealous disputes, lie and deceive, exalt ourselves, bear
witness to ourselves, and more. Especially when God’s work doesn’t conform to our notions,
we still rely on our notions and imaginations to judge, deny, and condemn God, and to resist
God’s work. How can people like this who resist God be raised up into the heavenly
kingdom? God expresses the truth and does the work of judgment in the last days, and His
goal in doing so is to cleanse us of our satanic corrupt dispositions and fulfill our dream of
being raised up into the heavenly kingdom. When we accept God’s judgment, break free of
our corrupt dispositions, and become purified and transformed, we then become qualified to
inherit God’s promise and to be led by God into the kingdom.”

After listening to the sister’s fellowship and to the word of Aimighty God, | thought:
“When one believes in the Lord, one’s sins are forgiven, but that does not mean that one no
longer commits sin. This really is true! Looking at those in the church, from the pastors and
elders all the way down to the ordinary members, including myself, everyone is living in a
state whereby we sin during the day and confess our sins at night, and we are unable to
escape from the bondage and control of sin. It seems that people will certainly be unable to
see the face of the Lord without first being judged and purified by the word of God. When
one puts it that way, it is absolutely necessary for God to come and perform the work of the
judgment and purification of man! | once believed that if one had faith in the Lord Jesus,
then one did not have to be judged. | thought that the Lord would come to judge those who
did not believe in Him. Now | understand that this notion is not in keeping with God’s will at
all, and that it is a misunderstanding.” Just then, Sister Gao played for me a video with
singing and dancing from The Church of Aimighty God called The Happiness in the Good
Land of Canaan: “I've returned to God’s family, excited and happy. My hands hold my
beloved, my heart belongs to Him. Though I've passed through the Vale of Tears, I've seen
God’s loveliness. My love for God grows day by day, God is the source of my joy. Bewitched
by the beauty of God, my heart is attached to Him. | can never love God enough, songs of

praise well up in my heart ...” (Follow the Lamb and Sing New Songs). The whole song was
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cheerful and stirring, and it was incredibly inspirational. | saw that the face of every brother
and sister in the video was brimming with happiness, and we couldn’t help but join in with
singing the hymn. We started dancing along to the music and our hearts filled with joy. | saw
that the brothers and sisters who had the provision of God’s word were blessed and joyful.
Though they had gone through the judgment and chastisement of God, they still had no
worries at all, but instead were liberated, free, joyful, and happy. | thought about how my
own faith and enthusiasm in religion had all but disappeared, and all | saw was the desolation
and darkness of the church. The brothers and sisters of The Church of Aimighty God, on the
other hand, were filled with of the work of the Holy Spirit. Light shone from their fellowships
about the truth, they praised God with vigor, and they bore witness to God with great
excitement and energy. In comparison, they seemed to be living in an entirely different world
to me. Right then, | felt like a drifting orphan who had returned home and was enjoying the
warmth of his mother’s embrace. | thought: There really is truth to be sought here. | must
listen well to the fellowships given by the brothers and sisters about the truth of God’s work
of judgment in the last days so that | won’t miss my chance to welcome the Lord’s coming
and be raised up into the heavenly kingdom.

Following that, Sister Li read us two more passages from the word of God: “Through
what is God’s perfection of man accomplished? Through His righteous disposition.
God'’s disposition primarily consists of righteousness, wrath, majesty, judgment, and
curse, and His perfection of man is primarily through judgment. Some people don’t
understand, and ask why it is that God is only able to make man perfect through
judgment and curse. They say, ‘If God were to curse man, wouldn’t man die? If God
were to judge man, wouldn’t man be condemned? Then how can he still be made
perfect?’ Such are the words of people who do not know the work of God. What God
curses is the disobedience of man, and what He judges are the sins of man. Although
He speaks harshly, and without the slightest sensitivity, He reveals all that is within
man, and through these stern words He reveals that which is essential within man,
yet through such judgment, He gives man a profound knowledge of the essence of
the flesh, and thus man submits to obedience before God. The flesh of man is of sin,
and of Satan, it is disobedient, and the object of God’s chastisement—and so, to allow
man to know himself, the words of God’s judgment must befall him and there must

be employed every kind of refinement; only then can God’s work be effective” (“Only
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by Experiencing Painful Trials Can You Know the Loveliness of God” in The Word Appears
in the Flesh). “What the work of judgment brings about is man’s understanding of the
true face of God and the truth about his own rebelliousness. The work of judgment
allows man to gain much understanding of the will of God, of the purpose of God’s
work, and of the mysteries that are incomprehensible to him. It also allows man to
recognize and know his corrupt substance and the roots of his corruption, as well as
to discover the ugliness of man. These effects are all brought about by the work of
judgment, for the substance of this work is actually the work of opening up the truth,
the way, and the life of God to all those who have faith in Him” (“Christ Does the Work
of Judgment With the Truth” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

Sister Li fellowshiped to us, saying, “After we were corrupted by Satan, we all lived
under the domain of Satan and became degenerates who resisted God. According to God’s
righteous and holy substance, we were all targets for God’s curse and destruction, but it is
not God’s will to destroy mankind, but rather it is to save mankind. So, in order to completely
save people from the domain of Satan, God expresses His words and performs the work of
judging and purifying man in the last days. The work of judgment is actually God using His
word to expose people’s rebellious and God-resisting speech, actions, nature, and essence,
so that people may come to know their corrupt essence and the truth of their corruption, to
recognize God’s disposition of righteousness and holiness, and to achieve self-hatred. Then,
people can truly repent and transform, and they can break free of their corrupt satanic
dispositions and be gained by God. In this way, people will attain full salvation. Only through
the judgment and chastisement of the word of God are we able to see that we are filled with
corruption, that at all times and in all places, we display such corrupt dispositions as
selfishness, arrogance, deceitfulness, and greed, and that we are filled with notions and
imaginings, extravagant desires, and unreasonable demands with respect to God, and that
we are without conscience or reason, loyalty or obedience. The more we accept God’s
judgment, the more we recognize how deeply corrupted we are and that we indeed have no
humanity. We begin to feel disgusted with ourselves, and to hate ourselves in our hearts.
The more we accept God’s judgment, the more we see God’s holiness and righteousness,
and the more our hearts revere God. We become willing to forsake our fleshly desires and
live in accordance with God’s word. Subsequently, a transformation occurs in our

perspectives on things and in our corrupt dispositions, and we start to live out some
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semblance of a genuine human being. We then truly come to appreciate that God’s judgment
and chastisement are God'’s great love and salvation for us. Without God’s judgment and
chastisement, we would all be targets for destruction.”

The sister ended her fellowship here, and | felt very moved by what she’d said and saw
how great and true God’s love is. He is the God who loves mankind! It was | who had
misunderstood God’s good intention in saving people. | had thought that God judged people
to condemn and punish them, and had never thought that God expressing His word and
judging man in the last days could be an even truer love, or that it was an even greater
salvation for us! Thanks be to Almighty God! Through reading the word of Almighty God and
from the sisters’ fellowships, | gained some understanding of God’s work of judgment and
my misunderstandings about God were dispelled. | came to the firm belief that Aimighty God
is none other than the returned Lord Jesus, and | became willing to accept God’s work of
judgment. | had fully emerged from the fog of confusion, and my face beamed with a joyous
smile. Sister Li said happily, “Thanks be to God for guiding you. All this is the result of God’s
word. From this, we can see that, before we have come to understand the truth, though
notions about God and God’s work may arise, as long as we seek and accept the truth, and
listen to God’s word, then we will understand the truth and have knowledge of God’s work,
and our notions and imaginings will be blown away like clouds of smoke. We will then be
able to understand God'’s will and will no longer misunderstand God.” | nodded happily and
thanked God for saving me.

After having accepted God’s work in the last days, | installed a messaging app on my
phone so that Sister Gao and the others could often share with me gospel movies, music
videos, and hymns from The Church of Almighty God. When | saw the gospel movie from
The Church of Almighty God called From the Throne Flows the Water of Life, it had a great
impact on me. The desolate situation of the church in the movie was just like the situation in
our own church, and the movie showed the root cause of this desolation with perfect clarity.
Because God’s work had shifted, and God was no longer working within the religious church,
the people who refused to accept Almighty God’s work of the last days were all suffering a
famine. Those people who accepted the word of Almighty God attained God’s provision of
the water of life and were no longer parched, and they lived a blessed life with God. When |
watched the movie Waiting, | couldn’t help but let out a sigh. The old pastor in the movie had

believed in the Lord his whole life and thought that his hard work was meritorious. He was
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just waiting for the Lord to come so he could be raised up into heaven. But he stubbornly
clung to the belief that when the Lord came He would descend upon a cloud and would give
the revelation to him first. Because of this stubbornness, he resisted and refused to accept
God’s work of the last days, so in the end he was left just staring at the sky, waiting for a
cloud, and he died filled with regret. This bitter lesson really gave the viewer food for thought!
At the same time, | rejoiced in my heart and gave thanks to Almighty God for saving me, a
rebellious son who only sought to gain blessings from Him but was reluctant to accept His
judgment and purification, and for leading me before His throne to attain His salvation in the
last days.

| now live the church life in The Church of Almighty God, and through truly experiencing
the judgment and chastisement of the word of God, | have slowly begun to perceive how
real and practical it is for God to perform the work of judgment. When God dissected man’s
treacherous nature, | felt that because | myself never lied, | therefore refused to
acknowledge the actual situation revealed by God’s words. When | encountered a practical
situation which God had arranged for me, | involuntarily blurt out lies to protect my own
interests and safeguard my vanity. Moreover, | felt treachery and deceit in my heart, and |
also had many secrets | did not want openly known. This led me to see that everything
revealed by the word of God is the truth and the real situation, and that it is man’s nature
and essence. Only then was | truly convinced of God’s word, and | had an urgent desire to
seek the truth and to transform my own deceitful nature. After this experience, | came to
realize that if it hadn’t been for God’s practical judgment and chastisement, | never would
have known my own treacherous nature, and | never would have been able to practice the
truth to change my own deceitful disposition. God’s judgment and chastisement were indeed
cleansing and saving me, and they are a different kind of love. | want to cherish this special
kind of love well and accept the judgment and chastisement of God, and | want to change

as soon as may be into a new person so that | may satisfy God.

10. The Kingdom of Heaven Is Actually Upon the Earth
By Chen Bo, China

The greatest longing we believers have is to be able to enter the kingdom of heaven,
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and to enjoy the eternal bliss bestowed upon man by the Lord. Every time | heard a pastor
say in a sermon that the place the Lord will prepare for us in the future is up in the heavens,
that there will be fields of gold and walls of jade, gems will glisten everywhere, we’ll be able
to eat the fruit of the tree of life and drink the water of the river of life, there will be no more
pain, tears, or sorrow, and all will be free and liberated, | would feel this incredible surge of
emotion and joy. This is a place | longed for so much, and my life on earth of toil and sorrow
truly left me so weary within my heart. And so, | ran around preaching the gospel and
expending myself enthusiastically for the Lord; | would spread the gospel and establish
churches, and | never stopped to catch a breath no matter how painful or difficult it got.
Especially since | knew that we’re in the last days and that the Lord would soon return to
take us all into our heavenly home, | worked and expended myself that much more
proactively.

One day, | went to my sister’s house to visit our mom, and just as | was about to leave,
my sister gave me a book and urged me to read it carefully. | thought to myself: “This book
that my sister gave me has to be something spiritual, and it just so happens that my spirit
feels quite parched right now. I'm not feeling the presence of the Lord. When | read the Bible
I’'m not gaining any illumination. When | get back, | have to give this book a good read.
Perhaps I'll gain some sustenance from it.” After returning home, | opened up the book and
started reading—I was sucked in before | knew it. The more | read it, the more | wanted to
read, and the more | felt that there was light within these words, that they contained the
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit and there was no way that these words could be uttered by
a regular person. After reading that book | came to understand truths that | had never
understood before from reading the Bible, and | felt a sense of internal clarity and enjoyment.
It made me want to pray and grow closer to the Lord—my faith grew and my spiritual state
got better and better. | thought: “Only the work of the Holy Spirit can provide man with faith
and strength, and provide nourishment and sustenance for man’s spirit. The words in this
book certainly come from the Holy Spirit.” As a result, the first thing | did every morning after
getting up was read this book.

One day, | opened the book and read the following passage: “God entering into rest
means that He will no longer carry out His work of humanity’s salvation. Humanity
entering into rest means that all of humanity will live within God’s light and under His

blessings; there will be none of Satan’s corruption, nor will any unrighteous things
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occur. Humanity will live normally upon earth, and they will live under God’s care”
(“God and Man Will Enter Into Rest Together” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). My heart
skipped a beat when | read this, and | thought to myself: “In the future man is going to live
upon the earth? Didn’t the Lord Jesus promise that in the future we would live in heaven?
Why does this say we’ll be on earth? How could this be possible? Am | misreading this?”
So, | carefully re-read the passage; it really did say that in the future man would live upon
the earth. | wondered, what does that actually mean? This wouldn’t do—I knew | had to
understand what this actually meant. | continued reading: “God has God’s destination,
and man has man’s destination. While resting, God will continue to guide all of
humanity in their lives upon earth. While in God’s light, man will worship the one true
God in heaven. ... When humanity enters into rest, it means that man has become a
true creation; humanity will worship God from upon the earth and have normal human
lives. People will no longer be disobedient to God or resist God; they will return to
the original life of Adam and Eve” (“God and Man Will Enter Into Rest Together” in The
Word Appears in the Flesh). The more | read the more confused | felt: Man will worship God
from upon the earth? How is this going to happen? Doesn’t the Bible mention being in
heaven? How could it be on earth? | rushed over to my Bible, opening it to John 14:2-3, and
read these words from the Lord Jesus: “In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it
were not so, | would have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. And if | go and
prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where | am,
there you may be also.” The Lord Jesus clearly says that His resurrection and ascent into
heaven was to prepare a place for us, so our destination should be up in heaven. This is the
Lord’s promise! | thought to myself: “What this book is saying is different from what the Lord
says, so | cannot keep reading it.” After closing the book | was in a very confused state of
mind and didn’t know what the right thing to do was, so | prayed to the Lord over and over:
“Oh Lord, please guide me and lead me. Should | read this book, or not? Oh Lord, please
enlighten me, guide me....” After praying | thought about how after reading this book, | felt
closer in my relationship with the Lord, more enthusiastic about my faith, and that my spirit
had gained sustenance. | felt that if | put it down and stopped reading it, I'd return to my
previous state of feeling spiritually parched. Since that book had been so incredibly edifying
for me, and since | could confirm that it had come from the Holy Spirit, and anything from

the Holy Spirit could not possibly be in error, | knew | shouldn’t reject it and refuse to read it,
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even though some of its content wasn't in line with my notions. After thinking through all of
this, | decided | should keep reading before making up my mind.

So, | picked up the book again and continued reading: “Man’s place of rest is on earth,
and God'’s place of rest is in heaven. While man worships God in rest, he will live upon
earth, and while God leads the remaining portion of humanity in rest, He will lead
them from heaven, not from earth” (“God and Man Will Enter Into Rest Together” in The
Word Appears in the Flesh). | ruminated on this over and over, thinking: “This passage says
that God’s place of rest is up in heaven, and that in man’s rest, he will worship God upon
the earth. Could it be that man’s place of rest really is on earth just as this says? That’s
impossible! The Lord Jesus already said that we should be wherever the Lord is, and since
the Lord Jesus was resurrected and ascended up into heaven, so we will also surely ascend
into heaven!” | thought back over the past few years, how | had been pounding the pavement
for the Lord, how | had endured so much suffering. Wasn't all that suffering so that | could
go up into heaven and no longer experience the suffering of the world? If it's really like what
this book is saying, that in the future man will still be living upon the earth, then wouldn’t my
hopes come to nothing? | sat on my bed, unable to move, feeling weak from head to toe.
The more | thought about it the more unsettled | felt. | wanted to get some clarity on this, so
| rushed over to my sister’s house.

When | got there | saw a middle-aged woman, who was introduced to me as Sister Li
by my sister. Shortly after, | opened up to them about my thoughts after reading this book.
After hearing me out, Sister Li shared this fellowship with me: “Sister, all of us who believe
in the Lord believe that the Lord Jesus has promised to prepare us a place, that wherever
He is, we will be also. We think that since the Lord went back up into the heavens, when He
returns in the future He will certainly welcome us into heaven where we will live, together
with Him. But have we ever thought about whether this kind of imagining, this kind of
extrapolation is tenable? If it were as we imagine, that the Lord is going to come and take
us up into heaven to live, then wouldn’t the words in the Lord’s Prayer ‘Your kingdom come,
Your will be done in earth, as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) and the prophecy in the
Book of Revelation ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their
God’ (Revelation 21:3) come to naught? How could they be fulfilled? If the final destination

that God will give us was in heaven, then when God originally created man, what was the
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significance of Him having us live upon the earth?” | wasn’'t remotely convinced, and
retorted: “Although that’s what said in the Scripture, the Lord Himself said: ‘l go to prepare
a place for you. And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and receive
you to Myself; that where | am, there you may be also’ (John 14:2-3). After the Lord
Jesus was resurrected He ascended to heaven, and here the Lord is saying that He will go
prepare a place for us. He says that where He is, we may also be. So, this proves that God
promised us that we will ascend to heaven to obtain eternal life, not that we will obtain eternal
life upon the earth. This is something that no one can deny!” Sister Li continued on patiently:
“Sister, it is true that the Lord is preparing a place for those who believe in Him, but is this
place actually on the earth or up in heaven? That’s not stated in these words from the Lord,
so what are we basing it on when we say that the place He is preparing for us is in heaven?
Is this actually the Lord’s promise or is it our own notions and imaginings? For those of us
who believe in the Lord, all things should be based on the word of the Lord—we should not
adulterate the Lord’s words with our own notions and imaginings and then claim that’s what
He meant. Is this not going by our personal ideas and motives to explain the word of the
Lord? Is this not distorting the word of the Lord? We cannot rely on what we imagine within
our own heads or our own thoughts and preferences to explain the word of the Lord. This is
making a mistake. In Genesis 2:7-8 it says: ‘And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
And Jehovah God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He put the man whom He
had formed.’ It’s clear that in the beginning, God created man on the earth, and before God
created man He first created all things in order to prepare an environment suitable for our
survival. We can see that God’s will is for us to live upon the earth. In addition, in the Lord’s
Prayer, the Lord has us pray to God that His kingdom come to earth. It is prophesied in the
Book of Revelation, ‘The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of His Christ’ (Revelation 11:15) and ‘[T]he tabernacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them’ (Revelation 21:3). We can see from these verses and prophecies that
the place that God is preparing for us is on the earth, and that our future destination is on
the earth, not up in heaven.” Sister Li’s fellowship was entirely contrary to my notions. |
simply did not listen to what she said. | stood up and said to her angrily: “I've heard enough!
All these years I've been pounding the pavement, I've expended myself and suffered for the

Lord so that | can go up into heaven! I've always longed for the Lord to take me home, up
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into heaven, so that I'll no longer suffer on earth, but you're saying that our final destination
is on earth. This is simply unacceptable to me.” After saying this | turned around to leave.
My younger sister rushed over to try to talk some sense into me: “Hey, how can you be so
stubborn? Is this notion you’re clinging to right? You don’t know the true meaning of the Lord
saying ‘go and prepare a place for you,’ but are just holding your own counsel. Isn’t that
being foolish? This is not the kind of attitude that seekers of the truth should have! The Lord
Jesus we have been longing for has already returned—Almighty God is the returned Lord
Jesus! That book that | gave you to read contains the personal utterances and words of God!
The Lord, whose return we have awaited every single day so that He can come receive us,
has now returned. We must listen carefully. We absolutely cannot miss this opportunity of a
lifetime!”

| was shocked to hear my sister say all of this. | simply didn’t dare believe my ears: The
Lord has returned? Is this true? Then my sister said: “Didn’t you say before that the words
in this book come from the Holy Spirit? You said reading it provided you with great
sustenance, you gained the work of the Holy Spirit, and your relationship with the Lord grew
closer. Now think about it: Apart from the Lord’s own words, who else can speak in a way
that achieves this kind of effect? Now the Lord has returned to carry out work and utter new
words, and we are able to savor the sweetness of the words of God. If we don’t seek and
examine this, if we just blindly cling to our own notions and imaginings and to the literal
meaning of the Bible, eventually we will do ourselves in. In their time, Pharisees who were
well-versed in the Bible blindly clung to the letter of the Bible, but didn’t try at all to question
whether their own understanding of the Bible was correct, or whether it conformed to God’s
will. Instead, they just believed that anyone not called the Messiah was not the Savior who
was to come. They simply did not examine whether the Lord Jesus’ way provided
sustenance for the life of man, or if it could provide a path of practice. They just stubbornly
held on to their notions and imaginings, blindly refusing the salvation of the Lord Jesus,
ultimately committing the heinous sin of nailing the Lord to the cross. We cannot follow in
the footsteps of the Pharisees and go down their path of resisting God!” After listening to my
sister’s words | thought to myself that what she was saying was reasonable. Only the Lord’s
words are the solution to parched spirit. | thought back to how, since | had started reading
this book, my spiritual state really had been getting better and better. It had given me faith

in God, and | was able to feel the Lord’s presence. | had even come to understand some
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truths. Could it be that the words in this book really were the utterances of the returned Lord?
The Lord returning is a big deal. | knew | couldn’t blindly reject and judge this, but had to
make an effort to look into it and seek. | couldn’t be like those Pharisees who did not seek
the truth, but just held on to their notions and resisted God! At that moment | felt both
pleasantly surprised and scared. | was pleasantly surprised because | believed in the Lord
and longed for Him to return and accept me into the kingdom of heaven where | could live a
carefree life, where | no longer had to live a life of hardship on the earth, and that day | heard
news of the Lord’s return. It was truly a monumental, joyous thing. | was scared because if
Almighty God is the returned Lord, then my dream of waiting for the Lord to take me into the
kingdom of heaven would be shattered.... My heart was in utter turmoil—it was awash in
different emotions. In this helplessness, all | could do was turn to the Lord in prayer: “Oh
Lord! Every single day | have looked forward to You coming to take me into Your heavenly
home, but they are saying that the place You have prepared for my final destination is here
upon the earth. | really am incapable of confronting this fact. | really don’t want to continue
living such a hard life on earth. Oh Lord! I'm really suffering within my heart now, please help
me and guide me on the path ahead.” After praying, these words of the Lord Jesus came to
mind: “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew
5:3). It's true! The Lord likes those who are poor in spirit, who seek the truth, and only they
can enter the kingdom of heaven. | should be one who is poor in spirit—only carefully
listening to their fellowship is in line with the will of the Lord.

Just at that moment, Sister Li said: “The Lord said: ‘Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God’ (Matthew 5:8). We should listen to the word of the Lord; we should be
pure in heart to welcome the return of the Lord. Although the work that God carries out today
does not conform to our notions or imaginings, everything that God does is good, it is all for
the sake of mankind, and it all contains the will of God—there’s truth to be sought within it.
If we don’t have a thorough understanding, we have to first set ourselves aside and make
an effort to seek the truth so that we can receive the enlightenment of God and understand
His will. Sister, please open up your heart and share whatever you’re still unclear on, and
we can seek together in fellowship.” | felt like what Sister Li had said made sense and that |
should calm down and seek, so | said: “Sister, there’s one thing | don’t understand. Why is
it that our final destination wouldn’t be in heaven, but rather here on earth?” Sister Li found

John 3:13 “And no man has ascended up to heaven, but He that came down from
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heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven” and Isaiah 66:1 “The heaven is My
throne, and the earth is My footstool,” and gave me these two verses to read. She then
fellowshiped on the meaning of these two passages. Her fellowship suddenly brought light
into my heart—I was already familiar with these Bible verses, so hadn’t | ever really thought
about them before? The Lord very clearly says that except for the Son of man who came
down from heaven, no man can ascend up to heaven, for heaven is God’s throne and earth
is God’s footstool, so how could man be worth of going up into heaven? God created man
on earth and has us live on earth. From the very day that God created man, man has lived
and multiplied on earth, generation after generation. All of God’s work to save mankind has
also been carried out on earth. This was predestined by God long ago, and something that
no one can change. She went on to tie the Bible into her fellowship, about how the Lord said
He would prepare a place for us. She explained that this referred to God incarnate’s
appearance and work on earth in the last days, and that He had predestined that we would
be born in the last days, that we would hear God’s voice, be caught up before God’s throne,
accept God’s judgment and purification of the last days, and finally be led into the kingdom
of God. This is the true meaning of the words, “where | am, there you may be also” (John
14:3). | saw that God’s kingdom is actually upon the earth, and that mankind’s final
destination is on the earth and not in heaven! That whole time | had been living within my
own notions and imaginings, | had delimited God’s return to just taking me up into heaven
to live, but that was not at all in line with the Lord’s will, or with the facts! However, | still
wasn’t willing to live this kind of life on earth, being afflicted by Satan. | then explained the
thoughts within me to Sister Li.

After hearing me out, Sister Li opened up The Word Appears in the Flesh, and read a
passage from the word of Aimighty God to me: “The life in rest is one without war, without
filth, without persisting unrighteousness. This is to say that it lacks Satan’s
harassment (here ‘Satan’ refers to hostile forces), Satan’s corruption, as well as the
invasion of any force opposed to God. Everything follows its own kind and worships
the Lord of creation. Heaven and earth are entirely tranquil. This is humanity’s restful
life. ... After God and man enter into rest, Satan will no longer exist, and like Satan,
those wicked people will also no longer exist. Before God and man enter into rest,
those wicked individuals who once persecuted God upon earth and the enemies who

were disobedient to Him upon earth will have already been destroyed; they will have

101



been destroyed by the great disasters of the last days. After those wicked individuals
have been completely destroyed, earth will never again know Satan’s harassment.
Humanity will obtain complete salvation, and it will only be then that God’s work ends
completely. These are the prerequisites for God and man to enter into rest” (“God and
Man Will Enter Into Rest Together” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

Through reading the words of Aimighty God | came to understand that, although we will
continue to live on earth, once God finishes His final stage of work of saving mankind, Satan
will be destroyed, and in our earthly lives, we will never again be disturbed by Satan, we will
never again toil or be distressed, and there will be no tears or sighs. It will be just like when
Adam and Eve lived in the Garden of Eden. We will be free to worship God, and we will live
beautiful and blessed lives where God is with man. This is mankind’s final destination, and
this is what God will ultimately accomplish in His work of the last days. It truly is great! At
that moment | exclaimed: “Who could so clearly explain mankind’s final destination? Who
could arrange mankind’s outcome? Only God could do this!” | recognized God’s voice within
the words of Almighty God, and saw that the work of Almighty God is the appearance and
work of God! The notions within me had finally been dispelled, and | joyfully accepted

Almighty God’s work of the last days, returning before God’s throne.

11. Notifications From YouTube Reunited Me With the Lord
By Li Lan, South Korea

In life, sometimes chance occurrences can have unforeseen consequences. Something
unexpected and amazing happened to me a few months ago: Notifications from YouTube
reunited me with the Lord.

One morning in June, | woke early and began to gently thumb through the Bible that |
kept near my pillow, and | read what the Lord Jesus said when He rebuked the Pharisees:
“‘My house shall be called the house of prayer; but you have made it a den of thieves”
(Matthew 21:13). | couldn’t help but worry when | read this, as the situation in my church
had become just the same as that in the temple toward the end of the Age of Law: In my
church, the pastors and elders often preached to us that believers had to love one another,

but they themselves actually accepted small gifts of money when they prayed for members
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of their congregation, and sometimes the amount of money given would determine how long
they prayed for the giver. The church was supposed to be a place where people worship
God, and yet now it had become just somewhere where believers got married. The faithful
were growing fewer by the day, and the pastors and elders weren’t putting much effort into
their sermons or seeking how they could best shepherd the Lord’s flock but were instead
finding endless enjoyment in performing wedding ceremonies. | couldn’t help but think: “The
pastors and elders have deviated from the Lord’s way and the church is now no different
from the world outside. It has become a den of thieves, just like the temple at the end of the
Age of Law. Will the Lord still appear in such a church as this when He returns?”

“‘Beep, beep, beep ...” An alarm broke my chain of thought. | picked up my cellphone
and turned the alarm off, and by chance | noticed a notification on my phone sent from
YouTube. The seemingly familiar words “The Church of Almighty God” caught my eye and |
felt as though I'd heard them somewhere before, but | couldn’t think of where just then. | felt
very puzzled, and thought: “I've never subscribed to The Church of Almighty God’s videos
on YouTube, so why would YouTube send me a notification about this church?” | suddenly
remembered that, about a month ago, a friend had taken me to The Church of Aimighty God
to hear one of their sermons. Their sermon was fresh and illuminating, it was in keeping with
the Bible, and it sounded very refreshing to me. | had wanted to continue investigating it, but
my friend had said to me that The Church of AlImighty God testified that the Lord had returned
already as the incarnated Almighty God, and that He was performing a new stage of work in
the last days and expressing many truths. My friend also told me that believers in The
Church of Almighty God all read the words expressed by Almighty God, and not the Bible,
and so | thought: “The pastors and elders often say at our gatherings that the words of God
are all in the Bible, and there can’t possibly be any words or work of God outside the Bible.
What’s more, believers throughout the ages have all believed in the Lord through the Bible—
to have faith in the Lord is to have faith in the Bible, so how could anyone depart from the
Bible and still believe in the Lord?” My friend had invited me to go listen to more sermons at
The Church of Almighty God, but | always refused. Looking at this notification on my
cellphone, | couldn’t help but wonder: “I've never subscribed to their videos, and yet I've
received a notification about The Church of Aimighty God. Could the Lord have arranged
this?” Because | clung to my notions, however, | did not open the link and watch The Church

of Almighty God’s video.
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To my surprise, however, for several days afterward | often received notifications from
YouTube recommending new movies and hymn videos uploaded by The Church of Almighty
God. | thought to myself: “Could the Lord really be guiding me? Is it the Lord’s will that |
watch The Church of Almighty God’s videos?” And so, | said a prayer to the Lord: “Dear
Lord, why am | getting notifications about The Church of Almighty God on my cellphone?
They testify that You have returned already, but is this really true? Should | watch these
videos? O Lord, please guide me.” Afterward, | thought of the Lord Jesus’ words: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). “Yes,” | thought.
“The Lord’s coming is so important. Now that I've heard the news that the Lord has returned,
| ought to seek with an open mind, investigate in earnest, be wise in my discrimination, and
see whether Almighty God truly is the Lord Jesus returned or not. If | don’t seek or investigate
it and it just so happens that the Lord really has returned, won’t | then have missed my
chance to be reunited with the Lord?” Thinking this, | decided to watch The Church of
Almighty God’s videos. Thank the Lord! If | hadn’t watched them, | would never have known.
Only when | watched the videos did | discover that the YouTube channel of The Church of
Almighty God has everything one could wish for, and it has it in plenty! There are gospel
movies, choral performances, music videos, hymns, and more. All the different songs and
gospel movies captured my attention immediately, and in particular | felt deeply moved by
the music video of the hymn My Beloved, Please Wait for Me. When | watched it, | couldn’t
help but think of my experiences over the past few years, searching everywhere for a church
with the Holy Spirit's work due to the desolation in my own. The more videos | watched, the
more | wanted to see. | felt incredibly sustained, and | wished to understand and look into
The Church of Almighty God even more.

One day, | watched a wonderful clip entitled What Is the Relationship Between God and
the Bible? taken from the gospel movie Who Is My Lord. A passage of Almighty God’s words
in this video left me with a very deep impression: “They believe in My existence only
within the scope of the Bible, and they equate Me with the Bible; without the Bible
there is no Me, and without Me there is no Bible. They pay no heed to My existence
or actions, but instead devote extreme and special attention to each and every word
of Scripture. Many more even believe that | should not do anything | wish to do unless
it is foretold by Scripture. They attach too much importance to Scripture. It can be

said that they see words and expressions as too important, to the extent that they use
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verses from the Bible to measure every word | say and to condemn Me. What they
seek is not the way of compatibility with Me or the way of compatibility with the truth,
but the way of compatibility with the words of the Bible, and they believe that anything
that does not conform to the Bible is, without exception, not My work. Are such people
not the dutiful descendants of the Pharisees? The Jewish Pharisees used the law of
Moses to condemn Jesus. They did not seek compatibility with the Jesus of that time,
but diligently followed the law to the letter, to the extent that—after having charged
Him with not following the law of the Old Testament and not being the Messiah—they
ultimately nailed the innocent Jesus to the cross. What was their essence? Was it not
that they didn’t seek the way of compatibility with the truth? They obsessed over each
and every word of Scripture while paying heed neither to My will nor to the steps and
methods of My work. They were not people who sought the truth, but people who
rigidly clung to words; they were not people who believed in God, but people who
believed in the Bible. Essentially, they were watchdogs of the Bible” (“You Should Seek
the Way of Compatibility With Christ” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Almighty God’s
words revealed our attitude toward the Bible in perfect clarity. In my heart, | did indeed regard
the Bible as being above everything else; | believed that the Lord’s words were all within the
Bible and that therefore the Bible represented the Lord, that to have faith in the Lord was to
have faith in the Bible, and that departing from the Bible meant that one couldn’t possibly
believe in the Lord. There was something | didn’t understand, however: The Bible is a
testimony to the Lord, it forms the basis of our faith, we Christians have based our belief in
the Lord on the Bible for two thousand years, and no one has ever separated the Bible from
faith in the Lord—why then did it say in Almighty God’s words that the Bible could not be
equated with God? What did this mean?

| continued to watch the video and, next, a brother from The Church of Almighty God
gave fellowship, saying, “Let us ponder together: What does it mean to believe in the Lord?
What does it mean to believe in the Bible? What is the relationship between the Bible and
the Lord? Which came first, the Bible or the Lord? Who is it that does the work of salvation?
Then, can the Bible stand in for the Lord in doing His work? Can the Bible represent the
Lord? If people put blind faith in the Bible and worship the Bible, does this mean that they
believe in and worship God? Is holding onto the Bible tantamount to practicing and

experiencing God’s word? Does holding onto the Bible necessarily mean that one is

105



following the Lord’s way? If people place the Bible before everything else, does this mean
that they are worshiping the Lord as great, that they are reverent of and obedient to the
Lord? ... For thousands of years, people have been blindly worshiping the Bible and
affording the same status to the Bible as they do to the Lord. Some even use the Bible to
substitute for the Lord and His work. But no one truly knows the Lord and is obedient to Him.
The Pharisees held onto the Bible, yet nailed the Lord Jesus to the cross. What was the
issue? Does understanding the Bible mean knowing God? Does holding onto the Bible mean
following the Lord’s way? The Pharisees were experts of biblical exegesis, but they didn’t
know God. Instead, they nailed the Lord Jesus who expressed the truth and did the
redemptive work, to the cross. Have we actually forgotten this? Exactly what does it mean
to really know God? Does just being able to interpret the Bible and understanding the Bible
knowledge qualify as knowing God? If that’s the case, then why would the Pharisees
condemn and oppose the Lord Jesus even as they interpreted the Bible? The key of whether
one is able to truly know and obey God is whether or not he knows and obeys the incarnate
Christ.”

As | contemplated the brother’s questions, | answered them myself in my heart: “Surely
the Lord came first and then the Bible, and the Bible cannot perform the work of saving
mankind. The Bible is the Bible, and the Lord is the Lord. | always believed that the Bible
represented the Lord, so haven’t | been regarding the Bible as being above the Lord?” As |
thought this, | suddenly startled, and thought: “Since the Lord is the Lord and the Bible is
the Bible, have | been practicing in accordance with the Lord’s will by following what the
pastors and elders say, idolizing the Bible, and regarding the Bible as above everything
else?” But then | thought: “How could faith in the Lord truly be called faith in the Lord if one
departs from the Bible? Could it be wrong that we have clung to the Bible in our belief in the
Lord?” Just then, these words spoken by the Lord Jesus came to mind: “Search the
scriptures; for in them you think you have eternal life: and they are they which testify
of Me. And you will not come to Me, that you might have life” (John 5:39—40). Pondering
these words, | realized that the Bible was just a testimony for God, and that if one wanted to
gain the Lord’s approval and obtain life, then one had to seek the Lord! “It seems as though
the Bible really can’t represent the Lord,” | thought. “The One who provides for our lives is
the Lord, not the Bible, and faith in the Bible does not mean that one has faith in the Lord or

that one follows the Lord. If | just keep on blindly clinging to the Bible and idolizing it, and |
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do not seek or submit to God’s new work, then | will more than likely end up just like the
Pharisees and will nail God to the cross once again! The words of Almighty God are
possessed of the truth, and they are able to unravel my notions and perplexities. | must
investigate and seek in earnest so that | don’t miss my chance to welcome the coming of
the Lord.” Thinking this, | decided to ask my friend to take me to The Church of Aimighty
God so that | might look into it.

After my friend and | arrived at The Church of Almighty God, the brothers and sisters
gave us a warm welcome, after which they fellowshiped patiently with us. | asked, “I've
recently gained a lot from watching the movies and videos on your church’s website, and |
see that the words of Almighty God are possessed of truth, that they can resolve my
problems and perplexities, and allow me to understand the truth. But there is something that
| still don’t understand. The pastors and elders often say to us that God’s words are all within
the Bible, that the Bible is the foundation of our faith in God, and that believers in the Lord
cannot depart from the Bible. And yet you testify that the Lord Jesus has returned as
Almighty God, and that He is performing a new stage of work in the last days and expressing
new words—what is the meaning of all this? Please could you fellowship with me regarding
this issue?”

Sister Zhou then responded to my question by playing a wonderful clip entitled Are All
of God’s Work and Words in the Bible? taken from the movie Who Is My Lord. The preacher
in the movie gave fellowship, saying, “We all know, the New and Old Testaments of the Bible
are only a record of two stages of God’s work. As for the words and work of God during the
Age of Law and the Age of Grace, do any here dare say that the Bible holds a complete
record? Does anyone here dare say that all of the words of God delivered through the
prophets during the Age of Law and all of the Lord Jesus’ words during the Age of Grace are
recorded in the Bible? Actually, you’re all well aware many of the Lord Jesus’ words are not
recorded in the Bible. The words of the Lord Jesus recorded in the Bible are just the tip of
the iceberg! Many of the prophets’ books in the Age of Law are also not included in the Bible.
This is commonly acknowledged! How could you say that all of God’s words and work are
recorded in the Bible? Is this not in clear contradiction to fact? In this sense, are you not
liars? The Lord Jesus foretold many times that He would come again. How could the words
of the returned Lord Jesus be recorded in the Bible ahead of time? We should be very clear

that the Bible is a record of God’s work in the past. So many years after the writing of the
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Old Testament, the Lord Jesus came and carried out the work of redemption during the Age
of Grace. Isn’t that right? Tell me, would the Lord Jesus’ words and work automatically get
written down in the Bible? God’s words and work had to be compiled before they could be
the text in the Bible. In the last days, Almighty God has come to do the work of judgment
starting from God’s house, and expressed all the truths to purify and save mankind. Could
these truths automatically appear in the Bible? The Church of Almighty God compiles all the
truths expressed by Almighty God into the Bible of the Age of Kingdom, that is, The Word
Appears in the Flesh. This Bible of the Age of Kingdom contains only the expression of God.
You could say The Word Appears in the Flesh is the eternal way of life gifted to man by God
in the last days. So the view that God’s words and work are all recorded in the Bible and
that God’s words and work will not appear elsewhere outside the Bible is erroneous, absurd
and completely the product of man’s notions and imaginations.”

After listening to the preacher’s fellowship, | felt that what he’d said was true to the facts:
The Bible can be a reference book for us to use in our belief in God, but it cannot represent
the Lord, much less can it represent the Lord’s words or work. | knew that | must take the
correct approach to the Bible, and not regard the Bible and the Lord as being of equal status,
much less limit God’s work and words to within the pages of the Bible. The Bible is merely
a record of God’s previous two stages of work, and it records the work of God in the Age of
Law and the Age of Grace. But God is so great and overflowing, so how could just this one
book, the Bible, possibly contain everything about God? The Gospel of John says: “And
there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every
one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written”
(John 21:25). It now seemed as though the Lord Jesus’ work and words were not all recorded
in the Bible, and yet | had gone along with the interpretations given by the pastors and elders
of the religious world, and had believed that there was no work or words of God beyond
those that are in the Bible—what a blind fool I'd been, clinging to the notions and imaginings
of man! This position was simply untenable!

| kept on watching the video, and the preacher read out several passages of Almighty
God’s words: “The things that are recorded in the Bible are limited; they cannot
represent the work of God in its entirety. The Four Gospels have fewer than one
hundred chapters altogether, in which are written a finite number of happenings, such

as Jesus cursing the fig tree, Peter’s three denials of the Lord, Jesus appearing to
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the disciples following His crucifixion and resurrection, teaching about fasting,
teaching about prayer, teaching about divorce, the birth and genealogy of Jesus,
Jesus’ appointment of the disciples, and so forth. However, man values them as
treasures, even verifying the work of today against them. They even believe that all
the work Jesus did in His life amounted only to so much, as if God were only capable
of doing this much and nothing further. Is this not absurd?” (“The Mystery of the
Incarnation (1)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “At the time, Jesus only gave His
disciples a series of sermons in the Age of Grace on such subjects as how to practice,
how to gather together, how to supplicate in prayer, how to treat others, and so forth.
The work He carried out was that of the Age of Grace, and He expounded only on how
the disciples and those who followed Him ought to practice. He only did the work of
the Age of Grace, and none of the work of the last days. ... The work of God in each
age has clear boundaries; He does only the work of the current age, and never carries
out the next stage of work in advance. Only thus can His representative work of each
age be brought to the fore. Jesus spoke only of the signs of the last days, of how to
be patient and how to be saved, of how to repent and confess, and of how to bear the
cross and endure suffering; never did He speak of how man in the last days should
achieve entry, nor of how he should seek to satisfy God’s will. As such, is it not
ridiculous to search the Bible for God’s work of the last days? What can you see by
merely clutching the Bible? Be it an expositor of the Bible or a preacher, who could
have seen the work of today in advance?” (“How Can Man Who Has Delimited God in
His Conceptions Receive the Revelations of God?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “If
you wish to see the work of the Age of Law, and to see how the Israelites followed the
way of Jehovah, then you must read the Old Testament; if you wish to understand the
work of the Age of Grace, then you must read the New Testament. But how do you
see the work of the last days? You must accept the leadership of the God of today,
and enter into the work of today, for this is the new work, and no one has previously
recorded it in the Bible. Today, God has become flesh and selected other chosen ones
in China. God works in these people, He continues on from His work on earth,
continues on from the work of the Age of Grace. The work of today is a path that man
has never walked, and a way that no one has ever seen. It is work that has never been

done before—it is God’s latest work on earth. ... How could the Bible contain explicit
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records of such work? Who could have recorded every single bit of today’s work,
without omission, in advance? Who could record this mightier, wiser work that defies
convention in the moldy old book? The work of today is not history, and as such, if
you wish to walk the new path of today, then you must depart from the Bible, you
must go beyond the books of prophecy or history in the Bible. Only then will you be
able to walk the new path properly, and only then will you be able to enter into the
new realm and the new work” (“Concerning the Bible (1)” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh).

After the preacher had finished reading God’s words, a brother in the movie gave
fellowship, saying, “Almighty God’s word is completely in line with fact. The Bible is just a
record of the words and work of God during the Age of Law and the Age of Grace. The words
and work of God in the last days couldn’t be written into the Bible in advance. We used to
claim that all of God’s words and work could be found within the Bible only. But this really
doesn’t line up with the fact of God’s work.” | couldn’t help but nod my head in agreement
after I'd listened to God’s words and the brother’s fellowship. | thought to myself: “That’s
right. How could anyone write in the Bible about work God had yet to do? Only now do |
understand chapter 5, verse 5 in Revelation that states: ‘And one of the elders said to me,
Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, has prevailed to
open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.’ Here it says that the book sealed
with seven seals can only be opened when the Lord returns in the last days, so doesn’t that
show that the Lord still has words to say and work to perform that are not recorded in the
Bible?” Thinking this, | regretted not having investigated The Church of Aimighty God sooner.
| really shouldn’t have blindly followed the pastors and elders and delimited God’s work by
relying on my own notions and imaginings!

Sister Zhou then gave fellowship, saying, “Sister, now that we have watched this video,
we understand that the Bible is merely a record of God’s past work and a testimony to God’s
work, and it cannot take God’s place in performing the work to save mankind in the last days.
God’s work is always forging onward, and today Almighty God is performing a new stage of
work—that is, the work of using words to judge and chastise in the Age of Kingdom—upon
the foundation of the Lord Jesus’ work of redemption. This entirely fulfills the biblical
prophecies, ‘And if any man hear My words, and believe not, | judge him not: for | came

not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejects Me, and receives not My
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words, has one that judges him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day’ (John 12:47-48). ‘For the time is come that judgment must begin
at the house of God’ (1 Peter 4:17). The words and work of Aimighty God in the last days
do not negate the Bible, but instead are on a higher, more profound level than God’s words
and work in the Age of Law and the Age of Grace, and Almighty God’s work is more fitting
for our current needs. The words of Almighty God form the Bible of the Age of Kingdom—
The Word Appears in the Flesh. These words are the way of eternal life which God gives to
mankind in the last days, they reveal the mystery of God’s three stages of work and the
mystery of God’s incarnation, and they express God'’s disposition, what He has and is, and
His almightiness and wisdom. Among other things, they also show us the path to exalt God,
testify to God, and serve God, the path to enter into the reality of the truth, and the path to
attain full salvation and be perfected. Only when we accept Almighty God’s work of the last
days, keep pace with God’s work, and obtain provision from God’s current words, can we
gain the work of the Holy Spirit. If we always cling to the Bible, and refuse to accept God’s
work and utterances in the last days or follow the steps of God’s work, then we will be unable
to obtain the provision of the living water of life which God bestows on us, and we will just
be weeded out and abandoned. Now, all religions and denominations are becoming
increasingly desolate. Because they have not kept pace with God’s work of the last days,
they have not obtained provision from God'’s current words, and so they find themselves lost
in the wilderness with no way out....”

Through the fellowships given by the brothers and sisters at The Church of Almighty
God, | realized that Aimighty God’s work of the last days entirely accords with biblical
prophecies and does not deviate from the Bible at all. Instead, God performs a newer, higher
stage of work according to our needs, so that we might cast off the bonds of sin once and
for all, be purified and saved by God, and obtain from God truth and life. | also came to
understand why the religious world is becoming more and more desolate and debased and
why my spirit always felt so parched. It is because we are arrogant and conceited and we
cling to our own notions, limiting God’s words and work within the pages of the Bible, and
not seeking or accepting God’s new work in the last days, and not keeping pace with the
footsteps of the Lamb. The brothers and sisters then gave me fellowship on all manner of
truths and, one by one, God’s words resolved my problems and perplexities. | became

absolutely certain that Aimighty God is the Lord Jesus returned, and my heart was filled with
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gratitude for the Lord.

After I'd accepted God’s work of the last days, | actively participated in the church life,
and through being watered and supplied by God’s words and fellowshiping with the brothers
and sisters, | came to understand many truths and mysteries I'd never before understood,
and my spirit was content. | felt as though | was drawing closer and closer to God, my heart
was filling with more and more light, and every day | felt an abundance of peace and joy.
Sometimes, when | thought about how I'd clung to the Bible, about how I'd delimited God’s
words and work within the pages of the Bible and refused to seek or investigate God’s work
of the last days, | would feel incredibly remorseful and very indebted to God—I saw how
truly blind and ignorant I'd been! If God hadn’t shown me mercy and saved me by using
YouTube to send me notifications about The Church of Almighty God, thus leading me to
hear God’s voice, | would still be blindly following the pastors and elders, and would not have
sought or investigated God’s work of the last days. In that case, | could have read the Bible
for a hundred years and would still have been unable to welcome the return of the Lord.
That | have today been able to receive God’s salvation in the last days is entirely due to

God’s leadership and guidance, and it is the wondrous salvation of God. Thanks be to God!

12. The Riddle of the Trinity Revealed
By Jingmo, Malaysia

| was fortunate in 1997 to accept the gospel of the Lord Jesus and, when | was baptized,
the pastor prayed and baptized me in the name of the Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. From then on, whenever | prayed, | offered up my prayer in the name of the
Trinity, the loving heavenly Father, the Savior Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. But there was
always some uncertainty within my heart: How could three become one? | could never fully
articulate or understand what the Trinity was all about.

Two years later, | became a deacon in my church, and when | would accompany
prospective believers in their religious studies, there would often be someone asking me
what the Trinity meant. People would often ask about the Trinity of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit during confession as well. As | didn’t understand this mystery either, | was

never able to answer them, and this distressed me a great deal. | very much wanted to gain
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clarity on this issue, and so | asked the pastor and preachers to explain it to me, in the hope
of getting a definitive answer. Their response, however, basically consisted of: “God is a
Trinity, comprising the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Father lays the plans for our
salvation, the Son concludes it, while it is the Holy Spirit who carries out the plan. The Father
is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, too—three persons, which together form
the one, true God.” This explanation only left me even more puzzled, and | asked, “But if He
is three persons, how can He be one God?” They then said to me, “The Trinity is a mystery.
Don’t think too deeply on it. Just rely on your faith and believe in it, and that’s all you need
to do.” Although | still felt very perplexed by this, | forced myself to accept it, thinking: “Don’t
think about it anymore. Just believe in it!” When | prayed, | still prayed to the Trinity: the
loving heavenly Father, the Savior Lord Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. | felt as though only by
praying in that way would God hear my prayers, and | was afraid that, if | only prayed to one
of God’s persons, then He wouldn’t hear me. And so, | carried on in such confusion for years,
believing in the Trinity of my own imagination. After that whenever brothers and sisters in
the church would ask me what was meant by the Trinity, | still didn’t know how to respond.
All | could do was answer them according to what the pastor had told me, though | could tell
from their faces that they didn’t really understand. This gave me a feeling of helplessness,
and all | could do was come before the Lord in prayer: “I give thanks to You, dear heavenly
Father! When the brothers and sisters and the prospective believers ask me questions about
the Trinity, | don’t know how to answer them. | ask You to help me. May the Holy Spirit guide
me so that | may come to understand what is meant by the Trinity, so that | am no longer
confused by this issue, and may more people come to know You.”

In May of 2017, | met a sister on Facebook. She was very loving and patient, and after
we had shared and discussed a few passages of Scripture, | found that there was light in
her fellowships. | derived a great deal from them, and | was keen to exchange ideas with
her. She later took me and a few other brothers and sisters to some gatherings. Through the
fellowships shared at these meetings, | came to understand some truths | had never
understood before, such as what the incarnation was and the way in which the Lord will
come, and so on. | benefited a great deal from them and gained a much clearer
understanding of some passages of Scripture. When | asked the sister how come she was
able to understand so much from reading the Bible, whereas | couldn’t, she told me,

“Everything | understand has come from reading God’s words. Our Lord Jesus has already
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returned. He has incarnated as the Son of man to express His words and perform new work
in the last days....” | was astonished and thrilled at this news, and | asked the sister a flurry
of questions: “Is it true? Has the Lord truly returned?” She replied with certainty, “Yes, it's
true!” She went on to say that the Lord had returned in incarnate form in the last days, but
that God’s name had changed. God was now called Almighty God, being “the Almighty” who
was prophesied in the Book of Revelation. The moment | heard the name “Almighty God,”
my heart skipped a beat, and | thought to myself: “Almighty God? Isn’t that Eastern Lightning?
Our pastor asked us to be on our guard against Eastern Lightning and told us not to have
anything to do with them. What’s more, we believe in the Lord Jesus, but this sister is saying
that the Lord Jesus has returned and has taken the name of Almighty God, so how come
His name is different? Will | end up going astray?” But then | thought: “Since I've known this
sister, I've found that not only do her fellowships accord with the Bible, but that they are also
very illuminating, and they clearly contain the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. If this way is
wrong, how could it have the work of the Holy Spirit? Should | keep listening to her, or not?”
Just as | was feeling torn by conflicting feelings, | suddenly remembered a passage the
sister had previously shared with me: “God become flesh is called Christ, and so the
Christ that can give people the truth is called God. There is nothing excessive about
this” (“Only Christ of the Last Days Can Give Man the Way of Eternal Life” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). This passage mentions Christ and says that Christ can give people
the truth. In the Gospel of John, chapter 14, verse 6, the Lord Jesus says: “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father, but by Me.” The Lord Jesus is Christ,
God become flesh, and He said, “l am the way, the truth, and the life.” Both Almighty God’s
and Jesus’ words mention Christ and the truth. “If Aimighty God is Christ,” | thought, “then
He can surely express the truth and provide sustenance for people’s lives.” | thought about
the many words of Alimighty God which the sister had recently read to me. As I'd listened to
them, I'd felt them to possess authority and power, and I'd felt that Almighty God’s words
were indeed the truth and that they’d come from the Holy Spirit! | therefore realized that this
way must be the true way, and that it could not be wrong. It says in the Bible: “So then faith
comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). If AlImighty God was
the Lord Jesus returned and | failed to seek or investigate this way, but just blindly believed
in what the pastors and elders said, then wouldn’t | miss out on the Lord’s salvation and be

unable to welcome His return? Thinking this, | decided to attend a few more gatherings so
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that | could better understand Almighty God'’s work of the last days.

At another gathering, the sister shared this passage of God’s words with us: “The work
of today has pushed forward the work of the Age of Grace; that is, the work under the
entire six-thousand-year management plan has moved forward. Though the Age of
Grace has ended, there has been progress in God’s work. Why do | say time and again
that this stage of work builds upon the Age of Grace and the Age of Law? Because
the work of this day is a continuation of the work done in the Age of Grace, and an
advance over that done in the Age of Law. The three stages are tightly interconnected,
with each link in the chain closely tied to the next. Why do | also say that this stage
of work builds on that done by Jesus? Supposing that this stage did not build on the
work done by Jesus, another crucifixion would have to take place in this stage, and
the redemptive work of the previous stage would have to be done all over again. This
would be meaningless. And so it is not that the work is completely finished, but that
the age has moved forward and the level of the work has been raised higher than
before. It can be said that this stage of work is built on the foundation of the Age of
Law and upon the rock of Jesus’ work. God’s work is built stage by stage, and this
stage is not a new beginning. Only the combination of the three stages of work may
be deemed the six-thousand-year management plan” (“The Two Incarnations Complete
the Significance of the Incarnation” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). The sister then gave
fellowship, saying, “God’s work moves ever onward, and He performs different work and
takes on different names in different ages in accordance with the needs of man. But no
matter what stage of work God performs with what name, in essence, it is always God
Himself performing the work to save mankind. In the Age of Law, God took the name
Jehovah to perform His work: He proclaimed the law and the commandments to guide man’s
life on earth, and He allowed man to know what sin was, what rules they should follow, how
they should worship God, and so on; in the Age of Grace, God became flesh and took the
name Jesus and, upon the foundation of the work of the Age of Law, He performed the work
of being crucified to redeem mankind, the result of which was that man’s sins were forgiven.
Now, in the final Age of Kingdom, God has become flesh for the second time and, taking the
name Almighty God, He performs His work of judging and purifying man upon the foundation
of the work of redemption. The result of this is that the sinful nature and corrupt dispositions

which man harbors within are eliminated, and the root cause of man committing sins and
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resisting God is uprooted once and for all. The three stages of work complement each other
perfectly, with each stage of work higher and more profound than the last. No stage of God’s
work can stand alone—only the three stages of work interwoven together form the complete
work to save mankind that is performed by God, and together they form God’s six-thousand-
year management plan for mankind. God merely uses His name to demarcate the ages and
to change the ages, and that is why we see that God’s name always changes along with the
age. But no matter how God’s name may change, God is still one God.” After listening to
God’s words and the sister’s fellowship, | was amazed. | had believed in the Lord all that
time and never had | met anyone who was able to explain God’s six-thousand-year
management work, and yet the words of Almighty God had unveiled this mystery—these
words truly were the voice of God! | had not gone astray in my belief: Almighty God truly is
the Lord Jesus returned. ltis just that God changes His name from one age to another, that’s
all. But He is still one God.

| continued to look into it for a few more days. The sister gave us fellowship on aspects
of the truth such as the work of judgment God performs in the last days and the significance
of God’s names, and the more | heard, the more clarity | gained. One day, she said, “God’s
words have revealed all the mysteries of the Bible,” and when | heard this, my heart instantly
brightened; | told her about the Trinity issue that had been causing me such consternation
for so many years. The sister then read to me a passage of God’s words. Almighty God says:
“If any among you says that the Trinity indeed exists, then explain what exactly is this
one God in three persons. What is the Holy Father? What is the Son? What is the Holy
Spirit? Is Jehovah the Holy Father? Is Jesus the Son? Then what of the Holy Spirit?
Is not the Father a Spirit? Is not the substance of the Son also a Spirit? Was not the
work of Jesus the work of the Holy Spirit? Was not the work of Jehovah at the time
carried out by a Spirit the same as Jesus’? How many Spirits can God have?
According to your explanation, the three persons of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are one; if so, there are three Spirits, but to have three Spirits means there are
three Gods. This means that there is no one true God; how can this kind of God still
have the inherent substance of God? If you accept that there is only one God, then
how can He have a son and be a father? Are these not all simply your notions? There
is only one God, only one person in this God, and only one Spirit of God, much as it

is written down in the Bible that ‘There is only one Holy Spirit and only one God.’
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Regardless of whether the Father and the Son of which you speak exist, there is only
one God after all, and the substance of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit you
believe in is the substance of the Holy Spirit. In other words, God is a Spirit, but He is
able to become flesh and live among men, as well as to be above all things. His Spirit
is all-inclusive and omnipresent. He can simultaneously be in the flesh and
throughout the universe. Since all people say that God is the only one true God, then
there is a single God, divisible at will by none! God is only one Spirit, and only one
person; and that is the Spirit of God” (“Does the Trinity Exist?” in The Word Appears in
the Flesh).

The sister gave fellowship, saying, “God’s words are very clear. God is unique and there
is only one God. There is also only one Holy Spirit. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are of one essence, which is that of the Spirit. God is able to work in the Spirit, like Jehovah,
but He can also work by incarnating as the Son of man, like Jesus and Almighty God. But
whether God works in the Spirit or in the flesh, in essence, it is still God’s Spirit performing
His own work. Therefore, the concept of the Trinity pertains to the notions and imaginings of
man and is wholly untenable. Actually, the concept of the Trinity was established over 300
years after the Lord, at the ecumenical council of Nicaea. At that council, religious experts
from all over Christendom engaged in a lively debate about the unitary and manifold natures
of God until finally they established the concept of the Trinity based on their notions,
imaginings, and logical inferences. From then on, people defined the one, true God who
created the heavens and earth and all things as a Trinity, in the belief that, besides the Holy
Son the Lord Jesus, there is a Holy Father in heaven and also a tool used by both the Father
and the Son, which is the Holy Spirit. This is just too preposterous. If we go by the
interpretation of the religious world and believe in the Trinity of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, then that means that there are three Spirits and three Gods, and doesn’t that
contradict the fact that there is one, unique God? In truth, the Trinity does not exist. This is
an interpretation born wholly from the mind of man and is a conclusion made by corrupt
mankind based on our notions and imaginings. God never said such a thing, no prophet or
apostle inspired by God ever said such a thing, and there is no record of such a thing
anywhere in the Bible.”

Some confusion still remained within my heart as | listened to God’s words and the

sister’s fellowship, and so | asked, “The Bible states that after Jesus was baptized, the
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heavens opened and the Holy Spirit came like a dove and alighted upon Jesus, and a voice
from heaven said: ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased’ (Matthew 3:17).
Also, before He was crucified, the Lord Jesus prayed and said: ‘O My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as | will, but as You will’ (Matthew
26:39). The scriptures say that the God in heaven called Jesus His beloved Son, and Jesus
called the God in heaven His Father when He prayed. So, here we have the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit—doesn’t this show that God is a Trinity? Why does it say in Almighty
God’s words that the Trinity doesn’t exist and that it is nothing more than man’s notion and
imagining? What does all this mean?”

In answer to my question, the sister gave fellowship, saying, “There is simply no such
concept as the Trinity in the Old Testament. It was only after the Lord Jesus became flesh
and came upon the earth to perform His work that we had the interpretation of ‘the Father
and the Son.’ It is recorded in the Gospel of John that Philip did not know God and believed
that, besides the Lord Jesus on earth, there was also a Holy Father in heaven, and so he
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, show us the Father.’ The Lord Jesus corrected his erroneous view and
uncovered this mystery, saying to Philip, ‘Have | been so long time with you, and yet have
you not known Me, Philip? he that has seen Me has seen the Father; and how say you
then, Show us the Father?’ (John 14:9). He also said, ‘l am in the Father, and the Father
in Me’ (John 14:10). ‘1 and My Father are one’ (John 10:30). The Father is the Son, and the
Son is the Father; the Father and the Son are one, They are of one Spirit. By saying this,
the Lord Jesus was telling us that He and the Father are one God, not two.”

The sister then showed me a wonderful movie clip entitled Revealing the Mystery of
“the Father and the Son.” Afterward, we went on to read a passage of Aimighty God’s words:
“There are still those who say, ‘Did not God expressly state that Jesus was His
beloved Son?’ Jesus is the beloved Son of God, in whom He is well pleased—this
was certainly spoken by God Himself. That was God bearing witness to Himself, but
merely from a different perspective, that of the Spirit in heaven bearing witness to His
own incarnation. Jesus is His incarnation, not His Son in heaven. Do you understand?
Do not the words of Jesus, ‘| am in the Father, and the Father in Me,’ indicate that
They are one Spirit? And is it not because of the incarnation that They were separated
between heaven and earth? In reality, They are still one; no matter what, it is simply

God bearing witness to Himself. ... Because He was the incarnation, He was called
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the beloved Son of God, and, from this, came the relationship between Father and
Son. It was simply because of the separation between heaven and earth. Jesus prayed
from the perspective of the flesh. Since He had put on aflesh of such normal humanity,
it is from the perspective of the flesh that He said: ‘My outer shell is that of a created
being. Since | put on a flesh to come to this earth, | am now a long, long way from
heaven.’ For this reason, He could only pray to God the Father from the perspective
of the flesh. This was His duty, and that which the incarnate Spirit of God should be
furnished with. It cannot be said that He is not God simply because He prays to the
Father from the perspective of the flesh. Though He is called the beloved Son of God,
He is still God Himself, for He is but the incarnation of the Spirit, and His substance
is still the Spirit” (“Does the Trinity Exist?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

The sister said, “When God became flesh the first time as the Lord Jesus and came to
perform His work, no one knew God, they didn’t understand the truth of the incarnation, and
they didn’t know what the incarnation was. If the Lord Jesus had said to them directly that
He was Jehovah God whom they worshiped, they wouldn’t have been able to accept it due
to their statures at that time, and the Lord Jesus would have been condemned and rejected
by mankind before He’'d even begun to perform His work. God’s work to redeem mankind
would then have been impossible, and mankind would never have gained Jesus as a sin
offering. So that mankind would accept the Lord Jesus, believe in Him, and attain God’s
salvation, before Jesus formally began His work, God bore withess to Himself from the
standpoint of His Spirit and called His fleshly self His Son, so that people could see that
Jesus truly came from God; this helped to facilitate our acceptance of the Lord Jesus’
salvation. And when the Lord Jesus prayed and called the God in heaven His Father, this
was the incarnated Son of man calling the Spirit within Himself Father from the standpoint
of the flesh. This was done on the basis of the difference between the Spirit and the flesh; it
did not mean that there was a separate Father and Son. In fact, the interpretation of the
Father and the Son was only appropriate during the time of God’s incarnation. When God’s
work on earth was concluded, that is, when the Lord Jesus completed the work of
redemption, was resurrected, and ascended to heaven, there was no longer any need for
the interpretation of the Father and the Son. We cannot therefore use the interpretation of
the Father and the Son cooked up by the notions of mankind and apply it wholesale to God,

saying in God there is a Father and a Son, and that there is also a tool used by both the
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Father and the Son—the Holy Spirit—and that God is a Trinity. To say such a thing is at odds
with the word of God and at odds with the facts. We did not understand the truth before, and
so when we said such a thing, God did not condemn us. But now God has completely
revealed this truth and mystery, and we must accept the truth and know God in the light of
His words. Only this is correct, and only this accords with God’s will.”

Through this sister’s fellowship, | came to understand why the Lord Jesus would call
the God in heaven His Father. It was because He had incarnated as the Son of man and
was praying to the heavenly Father from the standpoint of a man. God bore witness to Jesus
as His beloved Son, and this was God bearing witness to His own incarnated flesh from the
standpoint of the Spirit. One was in heaven and One on earth but They, in essence, were of
one Spirit. It was just that God was saying these things from different standpoints, and thus
the interpretation of “the Father and the Son” arose. God is the one, true God, He is one
Spirit, all-encompassing and omnipresent. He can be in heaven, He can be on earth, and
He can become flesh. Once I'd understood all of this, everything suddenly became clear,
the confusion that had been my constant companion for years was gone in an instant, and
| felt an incredible sense of illumination and release.

Afterward, the sister showed me a gospel testimony movie called Exploration of the
“Trinity” in which | saw these words from God: “Throughout these many years, God has
been split by you in this way, being split finer and finer with each generation, to the
extent that one God has been openly split into three Gods. And now it is simply
impossible for man to rejoin God as one, for you have split Him up too finely! If not
for My prompt work before it was too late, it is hard to say how long you would have
brazenly continued this way! To continue splitting God in this way, how can He still
be your God? Would you still recognize God? Would you still return to Him? If | had
arrived any later, it is likely that you would have sent the ‘Father and Son,” Jehovah
and Jesus back to Israel and claimed that you yourselves are a part of God.
Fortunately, it is now the last days. Finally, this day | have long awaited has come,
and only after | carried out this stage of work by My own hand has your splitting of
God Himself been halted. If not for this, you would have escalated, even placing all
the Satans among you onto altars for worship. This is your artifice! Your means of
splitting God! Will you continue to do so now? Let Me ask you: How many Gods are

there? Which God will bring you salvation? Is it the first God, the second, or the third
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that you always pray to? Which of Them do you always believe in? Is it the Father?
Or the Son? Or is it the Spirit? Tell Me who it is that you believe in. Though with every
word you say you believe in God, what you actually believe is your own brain! You
simply do not have God in your heart! And yet in your minds are a number of such
‘Trinities’! Do you not agree?” (“Does the Trinity Exist?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).

After we finished the movie | felt happy, but | also felt upset and | felt some self-reproach.
| was happy because the confusion that had been with me for years had been resolved at
last: God is one, and the interpretation of the Trinity simply doesn’t exist. Only believing in
the one, true God accords with God’s will, and | no longer had to pray to the Father one
minute, and then to the Holy Spirit or the Son the next like | had before—I felt very much at
ease. But | felt upset and reproachful of myself because | had believed in God for so many
years and yet had not known God. What I'd been believing in was nothing more than a God
invented by my notions and imaginings—a vague God of legend. | had not been believing
in the real God and, what’s more, | had been resisting God and fragmenting God—I had
actually been blaspheming against God! Thanks be to God, for it is the coming of Almighty
God that has revealed all the absurdities of corrupt mankind’s faith, and it is Aimighty God
who has unveiled this mystery that has always stumped the religious world. Aimighty God is
without a doubt the Lord Jesus returned, the Lord who created the heavens and earth and
all things. He is the one, true God!

Later, through reading the words of Almighty God, | saw that all of God’s words are the
truth and that they are the voice of God. Without hesitation, | accepted Almighty God’s work
of the last days and began to keep pace with the footsteps of the Lamb. Now when | pray, |
have no need to pray to three Gods. | just pray in the name of Almighty God, and this makes
me feel very much at ease, peaceful, and joyful. | no longer have to worry when | pray that
I’m not praying enough to one or another of God’s persons, and that God therefore won’t
hear my prayers. | have truly experienced the release, the freedom, the joy and the

happiness that come from understanding the truth and knowing God. Thanks be to God!

121



13. Where Does This Voice Come From?
By Shiyin, China

| was born into a Christian family, and a lot of my relatives are preachers. | believed in
the Lord along with my parents from the time | was little. After growing up, | made this prayer
to the Lord: If | could find a husband who was also a believer, | would offer myself up together
with him in service to the Lord. After | got married, my husband really did come to believe in
the Lord, and in fact became a full-time, devoted preacher. So that my husband could keep
his mind on his work for the Lord and honor the commitment he had made before the Lord,
| took the initiative to take on the difficult task of managing our household affairs. Although
it was a little bit difficult and tiring, my heart was filled with joy and peace no matter how hard
things got because | had the Lord as my support.

The year 1997 came and went, and at some point | realized that my husband’s sermons
didn’t contain the light they once had. Whenever | asked him to do something around the
house he would just make excuses about being busy with his preaching work. Even if he did
do some housework, his heart just wasn'’t in it, and he would often lose his temper with me
over trivial things. Although on the outside | kept my patience and didn’t argue with him, in
my heart | really felt dissatisfied with my husband’s behavior. The heavy burden of our
household and the darkness within my spirit left me in agony. All | could do was come before
the Lord to pray and pour my heart out in the dead of night when everyone was asleep, and
ask Him to give me more faith and strength. At the same time, | yearned for the Lord to
return soon and save me from my miserable existence.

One day in April of 2000 when | was putting some clothing away | stumbled across my
husband’s bag and saw that it was stuffed completely full. | unzipped it out of curiosity and
saw a Bible and a hymnal as well as a brand-new book that had an outer cover. | thought to
myself: “How have | never seen this book before? It has to be some kind of reference book
for preaching or the experiences of some spiritual personage. | have to read it—maybe | can
gain some sustenance from it.” | opened it up out of curiosity and saw a title which read,
“Those Who Are to Be Made Perfect Must Undergo Refinement.” “What a novel title!” |
thought, “Judging by the title, the experience of refinement is not a bad thing! | am now
undergoing refinement that | can’t surpass, so | need to read this carefully to see his

experience of refinement. Then I'll be able to find a path of practice from within that.” At that,
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| began to read: “It used to be that people would all make their resolutions in front of
God and say: ‘No matter who doesn’t love God, | must love Him.” But now, you are
faced with refinement. It is not in line with your notions, so you lose faith in God. Is
this genuine love? You have read many times about the deeds of Job—have you
forgotten about them? True love can only take shape from within faith. ... When you
face sufferings you must be able to not consider the flesh and not complain against
God. When God hides Himself from you, you must be able to have the faith to follow
Him, to maintain your previous love without allowing it to falter or disappear. No
matter what God does, you must submit to His design, and be more willing to curse
your own flesh than to complain against Him. When you are faced with trials you must
satisfy God in spite of any reluctance to part with something you love, or bitter
weeping. Only this can be called true love and faith. No matter what your actual
stature is, you must first possess the will to suffer hardship as well as true faith, and
you must have the will to forsake the flesh. You should be willing to personally endure
hardships and suffer losses to your personal interests in order to satisfy God’s will.
You must also have a heart of regretting yourself, that you weren’t able to satisfy God
in the past, and be able to regret yourself now. Not a single one of these can be lacking
and God will perfect you through these things. If you lack these conditions, you
cannot be perfected” (The Word Appears in the Flesh). These words really touched my
heart. | wept while reading this—wasn’t this precisely what | was going through? In the past
| had resolved to dedicate myself and my husband to the Lord. | was perfectly happy to
undertake all the burdens of running a household in order to support my husband in the work
he was doing for the Lord outside of the house, no matter how arduous or exhausting it was.
But at that point, because of difficulties at home and my husband’s lack of consideration for
me, | lived with a perpetual feeling of having been wronged; | was living in the midst of
refinement and losing hold of the faith and love that | once had. | had become unable to hold
fast to the resolution | had made before God, and would often cry alone in secret. | thought
about how Job was able to stand witness to God in the midst of such a great and arduous
trial and not lose faith in God. He even said, “Jehovah gave, and Jehovah has taken away;
blessed be the name of Jehovah” (Job 1:21). How could | have forgotten even that? | then
felt deeply regretful about all that | had done in the presence of the Lord. Job would rather

personally suffer and sacrifice his own interests than fail to satisfy God. In spite of so many
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years of belief in the Lord, | had lost faith in Him. | complained to the Lord while enduring
refinement and wasn’t remotely expressing my love for Him! As | realized this | secretly
resolved that | could no longer be as | had been before, that | should support my husband
in his work for the Lord, and that it was right for me to suffer a bit of hardship.

Once my thoughts reached that point my mood took a strong turn for the better. | felt
these words were very well spoken and really got to the heart of my actual circumstances.
They pointed out a path of practice to me and before | realized it, strength and faith arose
within me. | wondered, “Who said these words? How could he have such lofty
understanding? I've read books written by well-known spiritual personages, and although
they are somewhat edifying, they are not written in as clear and elucidating a way as this
book, nor do they possess truth. Who did these words really come from?” | was drawn in by
the words in this book and wanted to continue reading on; the more | read the more | felt
how wonderful those words were. Each and every line spoke directly to my heart. They
allowed me to understand that no matter how great one’s suffering is, we must follow God
to the very end and happily submit to God in the face of suffering. Even if one becomes
weak in the midst of a trial, they should have faith in the Lord and rely on God to stand firm.
The more | read, the more | felt illuminated within my heart and the more | felt | had a path
of practice. My husband came home right then, and | asked him right away, “Where did you
get this book?” He smiled and said, “I borrowed it from somebody, and | have to give it back
to him soon.” | didn’t say anything else.

One day while | was cooking, | could hear bits and pieces of a hymn my husband had
on. “Who is not adoring? Who doesn’t long to see God? ... God once shared joys and
sorrows with man, and today He has been reunited with mankind, and shares tales of
times gone by with him. After He walked out of Judea, people could find no trace of
Him. They yearn to once more meet with God, little knowing that today they have
again met with Him, and been reunited with Him. How could this not stir thoughts of
yesterday? Two thousand years ago today, Simon Bar-Jonah, the descendant of the
Jews, beheld Jesus the Savior, he ate at the same table as Him, and after following
Him for many years felt a deeper affection for Him: He loved Him to the bottom of his
heart, he loved the Lord Jesus profoundly. Today God has been reunited with
mankind, and shares tales of times gone by with him” (“Two Thousand Years of Longing”

in Follow the Lamb and Sing New Songs). The lyrics of this hymn gave voice to my own
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innermost thoughts and evoked my feeling of longing for the return of the Lord. | wept as |
listened, and thought to myself: “Since | became a believer all the way up until now, | have
thought of the Lord Jesus every single day, hoping that He might return soon so that we
could come together and reminisce over times gone by.” The hymn lyrics were so genuine
and moving, and particularly able to express the feeling of longing that people have for the
Lord. | then set aside the food that | was making and listened with full attention. Another
hymn came on next, called “A Loyal Heart for God”: “I ask for nothing in my life but that
my thoughts of love for You and my heart’s desire be accepted by You” (Follow the
Lamb and Sing New Songs). | thought, “Who wrote this hymn? How can his resolve be so
great?” This line in particular was really inspiring for me: “l ask for nothing in my life but
that my thoughts of love for You and my heart’s desire be accepted by You.” That kind
of love for God is so pure! In my faith in the past, | did not know to love the Lord, but just
wanted to enjoy His grace, and pursue peace and joy. This hymn really opened up my
worldview that day, and | saw that those who believe in God must love God, and must not
seek anything for themselves—only this kind of love can be pure. This hymn was so well-
written. | then secretly resolved within my heart that | too wanted to pursue this goal, and
that | would love the Lord whether anyone else did or not.

After reading the words in that book and listening to those hymns, | began to act
according to what they said. When my husband went out to work again and had no time to
help with the housework, | didn’t feel as distressed as before. If the other brothers and sisters
slipped up in something they said, | was able to be tolerant because | wanted to satisfy God.
| just sought to love God as the hymn described with all of my heart.

In the blink of an eye it was time to plant our crops. One evening, while tidying up, my
husband said to me, “I need to go to another church out of town tomorrow.” My immediate
response was, “Will you be back within a few days?” “I don’t know,” he said. “I'll try my best
to come back soon. Don’t stress yourself out about the work here at home.” | pulled a long
face right away and thought, “You say don’t stress about it, but how can | not be stressed?
You’re going off without any idea of when you’ll be back, and everyone else’s fields have
already been sown. We haven’t even plowed ours, and if the seeds are planted late, we
won’t have a good harvest in the fall. And then what will we do? If only you would finish
sowing the fields and then go off to help the brothers and sisters!” That evening I lay in bed,

totally unable to get to sleep. | was completely wracked with turmoil, thinking: “The last time

125



my husband left, he was gone for over two weeks, but we didn’t have any work on the farm
then. This is a critical time for planting, so if he’s gone for two weeks again, what will | do?
Maybe | should ask him to get a co-worker to do the work and be done with it.” But | gave it
more thought: “No, that won’t do. The brothers and sisters are awaiting his support. If he
doesn’t go, won’t that be an offense against the Lord?” In the midst of this refinement | came
into the presence of the Lord and prayed: “Lord! It isn’t that | am unwilling for my husband
to go support the brothers and sisters, it’s just that we need to plant the fields now. I'm really
feeling the effects of this refinement and | don’t know what to do. Lord! | ask for Your help,
to safeguard my heart and to keep me from being disturbed by these things.” After praying,
these words came into my mind very clearly: “No matter what your actual stature is, you
must first possess the will to suffer hardship as well as true faith, and you must have
the will to forsake the flesh. You should be willing to personally endure hardships and
suffer losses to your personal interests in order to satisfy God’s will ...” (“Those Who
Are to Be Made Perfect Must Undergo Refinement” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).
These words instantly took hold of my heart and brightened it considerably. “That’s right,” |
thought, “If someone wants to satisfy the Lord, they need the resolve to endure hardship,
and should be happy to suffer in the flesh and have their own personal interests
compromised as long as it means meeting the will of God!” These words gave me faith, and
| thought: “If the fields are planted a bit late, then so be it However much we harvest is up
to God, and my husband working for the Lord is what's most important.” With this in mind, |
felt a sense of ease and release in my heart, and before | knew it | had fallen asleep. The
next morning | said to my husband: “Go do your work for the Lord and don’t worry about
anything. Whenever you come back will be just fine. I'll submit to what the Lord arranges.”
Thinking about the fact that my actions were satisfying the Lord, | felt joy and steadiness in
my heart.

My husband came back a few days later, and he seemed to me like a completely
different person. He helped me with the housework, and even said to me: “You’re working
too hard! These last few years have been hard enough for you, handling all our affairs, both
inside and outside of the house. I'm aware of this. I've been just heading out to work without
helping to share the burden of housework with you. From now on I'll help out more whenever
| have time.” Hearing him say this was very moving for me, because my husband had never

spoken like this before. | thought to myself: “Ever since he read that book I've seen such a
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big transformation in him. Not only are his sermons filled with light, but his attitude toward
me is different. Reading the Bible all these years hasn’t changed him, but now he’s changed
so much in such a short time. It seems the words in that book really have the power to
change people!” At the same time | sensed that what was in that book had been of great
benefit to me, as well. Reading it imbued me with faith and strength, and when | acted in
accordance with what it said, the dissatisfaction | felt toward my husband just melted away.
And after reading it his attitude toward me had also changed; he understood how to be
considerate of me and take care of me. All these changes deepened my feeling that the
content of that book is truly powerful and authoritative. But | wondered, who was it who had
written the words in this book? | had not found the answer.

One day, two months later, my husband said he wanted to take me with him to attend a
gathering. | had a feeling that this gathering would be something very special, otherwise he
wouldn’t take me along. | was filled with anticipation and looked forward to seeing that book
again. The following day, my husband and | along with two sisters were happily in a car on
the way to a sister’s house. There were a number of other brothers and sisters taking part,
among them a sister in her thirties who integrated the Scripture into the fellowship shared
with us many truths about God’s work in the last days. My heart really lit up as | listened to
her, and | gained a clear understanding of many Bible verses that | had never understood
before and of God returning to do the work of judgment. | thought to myself, “How is it that
her fellowship is so wonderful, that she can explain the Bible so clearly? How does she
understand so much?” Just then, this sister said to us loudly, a smile filling her face, “I'd like
to tell you, brothers and sisters, an incredibly good news that is truly thrilling. The Lord Jesus
we have long been yearning for has returned incarnate among us to carry out His new work;
to utter words and unveil all truths and mysteries; to lay bare the mysteries of the three
stages of God’s work, His six-thousand-year management plan, the incarnations of God,
and the Bible. Everything | shared in fellowship today came from the words that have been
uttered by God.” All the brothers and sisters in attendance and | heard this great news and
finally realized: It turned out that this sister understood so much because it had all been
shared with mankind by the Lord, who had returned. Now we too were hearing the voice of
the Lord. We all happily embraced each other and shed tears of excitement—the entire
place began to quiver with exuberance. | was so happy that | felt like jumping for joy, and

thought: “I've always hoped for the Lord Jesus to return soon, and now He really has
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returned! | am so incredibly blessed that | can welcome the Lord Jesus’ return during my
lifetime!”

When the gathering was about to come to a close, the sister gave each of us a book
called Judgment Begins With the House of God. Carefully holding the book of God’s words
in both hands, that book | had read before suddenly came to mind. Could it be the same
book? After we got back home | couldn’t wait to ask my husband, “The book that | saw that
day—was it the same book of God’s words that the sister gave us today?” He smiled and
said, “Itis.” | then felt like | was just waking up from a dream. That voice was from God after
all—that is the voice of the returned Lord Jesus, the voice of God! No wonder those words
had been so moving to me, giving me faith and strength, changing me, and taking me out of
my suffering. | then reproached my husband, “Why did you hide from me that you had
accepted God’s new work?” He said, “At the time | really wanted to tell you, but most of the
people in your family are preachers in religious circles, and they oppose and condemn God’s
work in the last days. They’ve been standing in the way of us investigating the true way all
along. | was afraid that if | couldn’t explain it clearly enough and then your relatives found
out about it, as soon as they started coming out of the woodwork to disrupt and hinder you,
not only would this ruin your chance at salvation, but it would also make me an evildoer! So,
| decided to tell you after | had investigated it and gained clarity on it.” Hearing this
explanation dispelled my misunderstanding of my husband, and | was all the more thankful
for God’s salvation for me. | resolved to read this book of God’s words carefully.

Reading Almighty God’s words brought nourishment and sustenance to my parched
spirit. | never thought that | would be able to hear the words of the returned Lord with my
own ears, to be raised up before God, or to be face-to-face with God. | felt especially grateful
to God for His love and salvation. Ten or so days later, my husband and | worked with the
sisters who spread the gospel to bring the other brothers and sisters in our church with true

faith in the Lord into the presence of Aimighty God.

14. The Lord Has Appeared in the East
By Qiu Zhen, China

One day, my younger sister called me to say that she was back from the north and that
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she had something important to tell me. She asked me to come over right away. | had a
feeling that something bad might have happened, so | went over to her house straight away.
It was only when I'd got to her place and saw her reading a book that my uneasiness left
me. My sister saw me come in, jumped up and said cheerfully, “Qiu Zhen! This time in the
north | heard some good news: The Lord Jesus has returned!”

After hearing my sister say this, | distractedly thought: “Over the past few years Eastern
Lightning has been testifying that the Lord Jesus has returned; could it be that my sister has
accepted Eastern Lightning?” Before | could speak, my sister said seriously, “Oh, Qiu Zhen!
The Lord has incarnated again and has come to our country, China.” | hurriedly said, “Don’t
believe everything you hear. Can God come to China? In the Bible it says very clearly: ‘And
His feet shall stand in that day on the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on
the east, and the mount of Olives shall split in the middle thereof toward the east and
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall
remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south’ (Zechariah 14:4). The coming
of God will be in Israel. He cannot come to China. You work for the Lord and yet you don’t
even know this!”

My sister said sincerely, “I used to think the way you do, but through the words of
Almighty God and the fellowship of brothers and sisters, | have realized that the Lord really
has incarnated in China. The scripture you speak of is a prophecy, but prophecies cannot
be interpreted however we want. They are fulfilled and made visible to man through the facts
of God’s work. When the Lord Jesus came to carry out work, neither Peter nor the Samaritan
woman, nor the eunuch of Ethiopia clung to the literal meaning of the prophecies of the Bible,
but rather it was the facts of what the Lord Jesus said and the work He carried out that
affirmed to them that the Messiah had come as the Lord Jesus. They all followed God’s
footsteps and received the Lord’s salvation. And those Pharisees who clung to the literal
meaning of the prophecies of the Bible all treated the Lord Jesus, the Messiah who had
already come, as an ordinary person and denied, resisted and condemned the Lord Jesus.
In the end they crucified the Lord Jesus, and thus were punished by God. Qiu Zhen, we
must handle the Lord’s coming carefully and we must have God-fearing hearts. You really
mustn’t be too quick to judge this matter!”

| glanced at my sister and held the Bible up and said, “Jehovah God promulgated the

law in Israel and the Lord Jesus was crucified in Israel too. China is a country ruled by an
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atheistic party, so would God come to such a country? We have believed in the Lord for so
many years, and we absolutely must not believe everything we hear!”

My sister said anxiously, “Qiu Zhen, when the Lord Jesus was performing His work at
that time, the Pharisees resisted the Lord and said, ‘Search, and look: for out of Galilee rises
no prophet’ (John 7:52). ‘Shall Christ come out of Galilee?’ (John 7:41). But in fact, the Lord
Jesus grew up in Nazareth in Galilee. The Bible says: ‘O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past
finding out! For who has known the mind of the Lord? or who has been His counselor?’
(Romans 11:33-34). How can we fathom God’s wisdom? We cannot analyze God’s work
with our own minds. We look forward to the coming of the Lord every day. Now that the Lord
has really returned, if we hold onto our own notions and do not seek or investigate, we will
miss the opportunity to welcome the Lord and we will be full of remorse!”

Seeing my sister look so serious, | thought: “My sister sincerely believes in the Lord and
is a thoughtful person who knows her own mind. She is generally careful about what she
does, and for such a big deal as the Lord’s coming, she is even less likely to just blindly
believe what someone else says. She has now accepted Eastern Lightning, so could it be
that the Lord has really returned and is performing His work in China?” But then another
thought came to me: “How could the Lord perform His work in China? It's too unimaginable!”
So | said firmly, “The Bible is like a cake with a thousand layers, and each person’s way of
interpreting it is different. The Bible prophesies that God will actually descend in Israel in the
last days. Moreover, most Chinese people worship Buddha and the national government
has always persecuted religious beliefs. God will not come to China to perform His work!”

My sister eagerly said, “Qiu Zhen, the Lord has returned and has appeared in China to
perform His work. This is very significant. | just accepted Almighty God’s work of the last
days so | still can’t explain this aspect of the truth very clearly, but the brothers and sisters
of The Church of Almighty God testify in a very illuminating way. | will get them to fellowship
with you!” | waved my hand and said, “Don’t bother. I’'m leaving.” After returning home, | sat
stolidly on the couch and thought about what my sister had said. My mind was racing and |
could not calm down. | had always waited for the Lord Jesus to step foot on the Mount of
Olives, so how could my sister suddenly say that the Lord had come to China? How could
this be? | ceaselessly leafed through the Bible but could not find any chapter or verse that

foretold that the Lord would come to perform His work in China. “When the Lord Jesus was
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performing His work at that time, the Pharisees resisted the Lord and said: ‘Search, and
look: for out of Galilee rises no prophet’ (John 7:52). ‘Shall Christ come out of Galilee?’ (John
7:41). But in fact, the Lord Jesus grew up in Nazareth in Galilee. ...” My sister’s words floated
intermittently through my mind, and | thought that what she’d said was true. | alternated
between looking through the Bible and thinking about what my sister had said. My mind
raced and | didn’t know what to do for the best, so | just called out to the Lord in my heart,
“Dear Lord, what should | do? O Lord, where exactly will You come down?”

A few days later my sister came to find me again. As soon as she entered the house
she smiled and said, “Qiu Zhen, Sister Xie and Sister Hao from The Church of Almighty God
came to my place to give me support. They have believed in Almighty God for a long time
and understand much more than | do. If there is anything you do not understand about the
Lord’s return, go and fellowship with them.” | thought: “I've believed in the Lord for many
years and have always hoped for the coming of the Lord. Has the Lord really come? Perhaps
| should take advantage of this opportunity to fellowship with them.” And so, | went with my
sister to her home. As soon as | entered the room, the two sisters greeted me very warmly
and spoke very cordially. They asked me to speak out if | had any questions, and then
everyone could fellowship together. | asked, “You say that the Lord Jesus has already
returned and is performing His work in China. Are there any grounds for this claim in the
Bible?” Sister Hao smiled and said, “Sister, there are actually prophecies in the Bible about
the Lord coming to perform His work in China in the last days.” | was stunned and said, “How
could this be? | have been through the Bible many times, but have not discovered a single
biblical record concerning this. Where in the Bible is the basis for your claim?” Sister Hao
patiently said, “Sister, let’s read two verses of Scripture and you will know. In Malachi 1:11 it
says: ‘For from the rising of the sun even to the going down of the same My name
shall be great among the Gentiles; ... said Jehovah of hosts.’ In Matthew 24:27 it says:
‘For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even to the west; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be.’ From these two verses of Scripture, we can clearly see
that the place where God shall once again descend is in the East of the world and it is in the
lands of the Gentiles. We all know that China is in the East of the world. The first two stages
of God’s work were both in Israel. As far as the state of Israel is concerned, China is a Gentile
nation. Therefore, God coming to China to appear and perform His work in the last days

fulfills these prophecies.” After listening to the sisters’ fellowship and pondering the meaning
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of these two verses of Scripture, | thought their fellowship to be very illuminating. Although |
had read these two verses before, | never saw the meaning of the Lord’s return being in the
East, in China. As | listened to their explanation, | felt that their fellowship had its source in
the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.

Sister Hao went on to say, “Let's see what Almighty God says. ‘Throughout the
universe | am doing My work, and in the East, thunderous crashes issue forth
endlessly, shaking all nations and denominations. It is My voice that has led all men
into the present. | shall cause all men to be conquered by My voice, to fall into this
stream, and submit before Me, for | have long since reclaimed My glory from all the
earth and issued it forth anew in the East. Who does not long to see My glory? Who
does not anxiously await My return? Who does not thirst for My reappearance? Who
does not pine for My loveliness? Who would not come to the light? Who would not
look upon the richness of Canaan? Who does not long for the return of the Redeemer?
Who does not adore the Great Almighty? My voice shall spread throughout the earth;
| wish, facing My chosen people, to speak more words to them. Like the mighty
thunders that shake the mountains and rivers, | speak My words to the whole universe
and to mankind. Hence the words in My mouth have become man'’s treasure, and all
men cherish My words. The lightning flashes from the East all the way to the West.
My words are such that man is loath to give them up and at the same time finds them
unfathomable, but rejoices in them all the more. Like a newborn infant, all men are
glad and joyful, celebrating My coming. By means of My voice, | shall bring all men
before Me. Thenceforth, | shall formally enter into the race of men so that they will
come to worship Me. With the glory that | radiate and the words in My mouth, | shall
make it such that all men come before Me and see that the lightning flashes from the
East and that | have also descended unto the “Mount of Olives” of the East. They will
see that | have already long been on earth, no longer as the Son of the Jews but as
the Lightning of the East. For | have long since been resurrected, and have departed
from mankind’s midst, and then reappeared with glory among men. | am He who was
worshiped countless ages before now, and | am also the infant forsaken by the
Israelites countless ages before now. Moreover, | am the all-glorious Almighty God of
the present age! Let all come before My throne and see My glorious countenance,

hear My voice, and look upon My deeds. This is the entirety of My will; it is the end
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and the climax of My plan, as well as the purpose of My management. Let every nation
worship Me, every tongue acknowledge Me, every man repose his faith in Me, and
every people be subject unto Me!’ (“The Seven Thunders Peal—Prophesying That the
Gospel of the Kingdom Shall Spread Throughout the Universe” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh). We all know that God brought the gospel of the kingdom of heaven the first time He
was incarnated, and this gospel spread from the West to the East. But we never once
thought that God would return in the flesh in the East of the world, in China, bringing the
eternal gospel and performing the work of judging, purifying and saving people. This time
God’s work will spread from the East to the West—"

When | heard this, | interrupted the sister and asked in a puzzled manner, “Sister, the
Bible records that Jehovah God performed His work in Israel, and the Lord Jesus’ work was
in Judea. God’s two stages of work were both in Israel, so the Lord’s return should also be
in Israel. How can you say it is in China?” Sister Hao smiled and said, “We think that because
God’s first two stages of work were both in Israel, the Lord will definitely perform His work in
Israel when He returns. But does such thinking accord with the facts? Could it be that God
is just the God of the Israelites? Could it be that God just administers and saves the Israelites?
Let’'s see what Aimighty God says.”

Sister Xie opened the book of God’s words and read: “If the Savior arrived during the
last days and were still called Jesus, and were once again born in Judea and did His
work there, then this would prove that | only created the people of Israel and only
redeemed the people of Israel, and that | have nothing to do with the Gentiles. Would
this not contradict My words that ‘| am the Lord who created the heavens and earth
and all things’? | left Judea and do My work among the Gentiles because | am not
merely the God of the people of Israel, but the God of all creatures. | appear among
the Gentiles during the last days because | am not only Jehovah, the God of the
people of Israel, but, moreover, because | am the Creator of all My chosen ones among
the Gentiles. | not only created Israel, Egypt, and Lebanon, but all the Gentile nations
beyond Israel. Because of this, | am the Lord of all creatures. | merely used Israel as
the starting point for My work, employed Judea and Galilee as the strongholds of My
work of redemption, and now | use the Gentile nations as the base from which | will
bring the entire age to an end” (“The Savior Has Already Returned Upon a ‘White Cloud”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “I will make all people know that | am not only the
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God of the Israelites, but also the God of all the nations of the Gentiles, even those
that | have cursed. | will let all people see that | am the God of all creation. This is My
greatest work, the purpose of My work plan for the last days, and the only work to be
fulfilled in the last days” (“The Work of Spreading the Gospel Is Also the Work of Saving
Man” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “He led the Israelites and was born in Judea,
and He is also born in a Gentile land. Is not all His work for the whole of the mankind
that He created? Does He love Israelites a hundred fold and loathe Gentiles a
thousand fold? Is that not your notion? It is you who do not acknowledge God; it is
not that God was never your God. It is you who reject God; it is not that God is
unwilling to be your God. Who among the created is not in the hands of the Almighty?
In conquering you today, is not the goal to have you acknowledge that God is none
other than your God? If you still maintain that God is the God of Israelites only, and
still maintain that the house of David in Israel is the origin of God’s birth and that no
nation other than Israel is qualified to ‘produce’ God, and even less is any Gentile
family able to personally receive Jehovah’s work—if you still think this way, then does
that not make you an obstinate holdout? ... You have not believed in God for very
long, yet you have a lot of notions about Him, to the point that you dare not for a
second think that the God of the Israelites would deign to grace you with His presence.
Even less do you dare to think about how you could see God make a personal
appearance, given how unbearably filthy you are. You also have never thought about
how God could personally descend in a Gentile land. He ought to descend on Mount
Sinai or the Mount of Olives and appear to Israelites. Are not Gentiles (that is, people
outside of Israel) all objects of His loathing? How could He personally work among
them? All these are the deep-rooted notions that you have developed over many years.
The purpose of conquering you today is to smash these notions of yours. You thereby
have seen God personally appearing among you—not on Mount Sinai or on the Mount
of Olives, but among people whom He has never led in the past”’ (“The Inside Truth of
the Work of Conquest (3)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “If His current work were
carried out among the Israelites, by the time His six-thousand-year management plan
comes to a close, everyone would believe that God is only the God of the Israelites,
that only the Israelites are God’s chosen people, that only the Israelites deserve to

inherit God’s blessing and promise. God’s incarnation during the last days in the
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Gentile nation of the country of the great red dragon accomplishes the work of God
as the God of all creation; He completes the whole of His management work, and He
ends the central part of His work in the nation of the great red dragon. The core of
these three stages of work is the salvation of man—namely, making all of creation
worship the Creator. Thus, there is great meaning to each stage of work; God does
nothing that is without meaning or value” (“God Is the Lord of All Creation” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh).

Sister Hao then gave fellowship, saying, “In the past we determined in our hearts that
God was the God of the Israelites because God’s first two stages of work were both done in
Israel. Israel was the birthplace of God’s work and also the base area for God’s work, so we
thought that God’s work could only be in Israel, that the gospel could only come out of Israel
and that only the Israelites are truly God’s chosen people. Therefore, if God still performed
this final stage of His work in Israel, then we would believe even more strongly that God
could only perform His work in Israel, that God could only bless the Israelites and that He
has nothing to do with Gentiles. In the last days, God has chosen to carry out His work of
judging and purifying people in a Gentile country, being the land where the great red dragon
lies coiled—China. By doing this, He has upturned everyone’s notions, so that people can
actually see that God is not only the God of the Israelites, but also the God of all the nations
of the Gentiles, and the God of all created beings. God not only blesses the Israelites but
also blesses Gentiles. This accomplishes the work of ‘God is the Lord of all creation.’ It is
clear that God choosing to perform His work in the last days in China is profoundly significant.
God is truly so omnipotent and so wise.”

Listening to the sister’s fellowship, | sank into contemplation: “Yes,” | thought, “God is
the Lord of all creation. Wasn'’t the whole of mankind created by God? God not only saves
the Israelites, but also saves the people of China. Does God coming to work in China today
not show His love for the Gentiles? It seems that | really do not understand God’s will!”
Thinking of this, | felt somewhat ashamed. | softened my tone and said, “Sister, | understand
what you say. If God once again performed His work in Israel, we would delimit God and
think that God is just the God of the Israelites. God works in this way today to destroy
people’s notions and to make people understand that God is the Lord of all created beings,
that God can perform His work in Israel and also in China, and so accordingly we do not

delimit God’s work. It seems that by delimiting God’s work based on my notions and
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imaginings, I've really been so foolish and ignorant! However, there is still one thing | don't
understand. There are so many countries in the world, such as the many countries of Europe
and North America, where Protestantism and Catholicism are the national religions and
where God has always been worshiped. Would it not be easier for God to come and do His
work of judging and purifying people in those countries? China is an atheistic country, full of
idolaters. The national government frantically persecutes those who believe in God, so why
would God perform His work in China?”

Sister Xie smiled and said, “Sister, your question is so essential! Why did God choose
to perform His work of judgment and purification in China? Only by understanding the
purpose and significance of God performing His work in Israel and in China will we
understand this aspect of the truth. Let’s take a look at what the word of God says. Almighty
God says: ‘The Old Testament records Jehovah’s words to the Israelites and His work
in Israel; the New Testament records Jesus’ work in Judea. But why does the Bible
not contain any Chinese names? Because the first two parts of God’s work were
carried out in Israel, because the people of Israel were the chosen ones—which is to
say that they were the first to accept the work of Jehovah. They were the least corrupt
of all mankind, and in the beginning, they were of a mind to look up to God and revere
Him. They obeyed the words of Jehovah, and always served in the temple, and wore
priestly robes or crowns. They were the earliest people to worship God, and the
earliest object of His work. These people were a specimen and model for the whole
of mankind. They were specimens and models of holiness and righteousness. People
such as Job, Abraham, Lot, or Peter and Timothy—they were all Israelites, and the
most holy of specimens and models. Israel was the earliest country to worship God
among mankind, and more righteous people came from here than anywhere else. God
worked in them in order that He could better manage mankind throughout the land in
the future. Their achievements and the righteousness of their worship of Jehovah
were recorded, so that they could serve as specimens and models to the people
beyond Israel during the Age of Grace; and their actions have upheld several
thousand years of work, right up until today’ (“The Vision of God’s Work (2)” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). ‘The work of Jehovah was the creation of the world, it was the
beginning; this stage of work is the end of work, and it is the conclusion. At the start,

God’s work was carried out among the chosen ones of Israel, and it was the dawn of
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a new epoch in the most holy of all places. The last stage of work is carried out in the
most impure of all countries, to judge the world and bring the age to an end. In the
first stage, God’s work was done in the brightest of all places, and the last stage is
carried out in the darkest of all places, and this darkness will be driven out, the light
brought forth, and all the people conquered. When the people of this most impure
and darkest of all places have been conquered, and the entire population has
acknowledged that there is a God, who is the true God, and every person has been
utterly convinced, then this fact will be used to carry out the work of conquest
throughout the entire universe. This stage of work is symbolic: Once the work of this
age has been finished, the work of 6,000 years of management will come to a complete
end. Once those in the darkest of all places have been conquered, it goes without
saying that it will also be so everywhere else. As such, only the work of conquest in
China carries meaningful symbolism. China embodies all forces of darkness, and the
people of China represent all those who are of the flesh, of Satan, and of flesh and
blood. It is the Chinese people who have been most corrupted by the great red dragon,
who have the strongest opposition to God, whose humanity is most base and impure,
and so they are the archetype of all corrupt humanity. This is not to say that other
countries have no problems at all; the conceptions of man are all the same, and
although the people of these countries may be of good caliber, if they do not know
God, then it must be that they oppose Him. Why did the Jews also oppose and defy
God? Why did the Pharisees also oppose Him? Why did Judas betray Jesus? At the
time, many of the disciples did not know Jesus. Why, after Jesus was crucified and
rose again, did people still not believe in Him? Is man’s disobedience not all the same?
It’'s merely that the people of China are made an example of, and when they are
conquered they will become a model and specimen, and will serve as reference for
others. Why have | always said that you are an adjunct to My management plan? It is
in the people of China that corruption, impurity, unrighteousness, opposition, and
rebelliousness are manifested most completely and revealed in all their varied forms.
On the one hand, they are of poor caliber, and on the other, their lives and mindset
are backward, and their habits, social environment, family of birth—all are poor and
the most backward. Their status, too, is low. The work in this place is symbolic, and

after this test work has been carried out in its entirety, His subsequent work will go
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much better. If this step of work can be completed, then the subsequent work goes
without saying. Once this step of work has been accomplished, great success will
have been fully achieved, and the work of conquest throughout the entire universe
will have come to a complete end. In fact, once the work among you has been
successful, this will be equivalent to the success throughout the entire universe. This
is the significance of why | have you act as a model and specimen. Rebelliousness,
opposition, impurity, unrighteousness—all are found in these people, and in them is
represented all the rebelliousness of mankind. They are really something. Thus, they
are held up as the epitome of conquest, and once they have been conquered they will
naturally become a specimen and model for others’ (“The Vision of God’s Work (2)” in
The Word Appears in the Flesh).”

After reading God’s words, Sister Xie continued on with her fellowship. “The words of
Almighty God clearly tell us that, for every stage of His work, the kind of place and the objects
of His work are all chosen based on the needs of His work, and that they are all considerably
meaningful. For example, the first two stages of God’s work were in Israel because the
Israelites were God’s chosen people. They were the least corrupt of all mankind and they
had God-fearing hearts. Performing His work amongst them, it was easiest for God to make
a group of models and specimens to worship Him. Thus, God’s work could spread faster
and more easily, so that the entire human race would know of God’s existence and God’s
work, and so that more people could come before God and receive God’s salvation.
Therefore, it was most meaningful for God to do the first two stages of His work in Israel. In
the last days, God performs the work of conquering and purifying people. He also needs
some representatives to first accept God’s conquest and purification. Amongst the whole of
mankind, the people of China are the most corrupt and backward, and China is the nation
which least believes in God and which offers the staunchest resistance to God. In the last
days, therefore, by God performing His work of judgment and conquest first in China, by
performing His work of chastisement and judgment upon those who have been corrupted
most deeply, and by conquering and purifying the people of China who are the most corrupt
in the world, God’s omnipotence, holiness and righteousness are best demonstrated and
Satan is most shamed. When those who are the most corrupt are conquered by God, it goes
without saying that the rest of mankind will be conquered and that Satan will also be

completely defeated. From the place and the objects of His work chosen by God in every
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stage of His work, and from the final results achieved, we can see even better that God’s
work is so wise and wonderful!”

After listening to the words of Aimighty God and the sisters’ fellowship, | understood:
God previously performed His work in Israel because He wanted to make a group of models
and specimens amongst the least corrupted of mankind and, through their testimony and
preaching of God’s gospel, to allow even more people to receive His salvation. The work
that God performs in the last days is the work of conquering and purifying man, and He has
chosen the people of China, who are the most corrupt and most defiled in the world, as the
objects of His work, making these people models and specimens who are conquered and
saved. This is even more revealing of God’s wisdom and almightiness. | never understood
God’s will and when | read in the Bible that the Lord would return by descending upon Israel’s
Mount of Olives, | accepted the literal meaning and thought that God would definitely perform
His work in Israel. | never expected that God would have already come to China long ago!
It seemed that God’s work was not as simple as people imagine!

At this time, Sister Xie went on to say, “No matter which country God performs His work
in it is all for the sake of His work and to better save mankind, and it is all very meaningful.
If we want to seek God’s appearance today, we must first put aside our imaginations and
notions. We must not delimit God’s footsteps within a certain scope, thinking that God should
come to this or that country. God is the God of all of mankind. He can freely choose the
place of His work according to the needs of His work. Aimighty God says: ‘God is the God
of the entire human race. He does not consider Himself the private property of any
nation or people, but goes about doing His work as He has planned it, unconstrained
by any form, nation, or people. Perhaps you have never imagined this form, or
perhaps your attitude to this form is one of denial, or perhaps the nation where God
reveals Himself and the people among whom He reveals Himself just happen to be
discriminated against by everyone and just happen to be the most backward on earth.
Yet God has His wisdom. With His great power, and by means of His truth and His
disposition, He has truly gained a group of people who are of one mind with Him, and
a group of people that He wished to make complete—a group, conquered by Him,
who, having endured all manner of trials and tribulations and all manner of
persecution, can follow Him to the very end’ (“The Appearance of God Has Ushered in a

New Age” in The Word Appears in the Flesh).”
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After hearing Almighty God'’s words, | wept in excitement and said to the sisters, “These
words carry God’s power and authority and come from God. Now | finally understand: God
is not only the God of the Israelites, but also the God of the people of China and, even more
so, He is the God of the whole of mankind. God really has returned! These past few days,
I've not been able to eat or sleep well because | was afraid of taking the wrong path! Thanks
to fellowshiping with you today, the weight in my heart has vanished. | truly give thanks to
God for not giving up on me!” Afterward, the two sisters gave me a copy of The Word
Appears in the Flesh, and | happily returned home clutching the book in both hands. Through
reading Almighty God’s words, | became convinced that Aimighty God is the returned Lord

Jesus. Our Lord Jesus really has returned!

15. Through Understanding
the Mystery of the Names of God,
| Keep Pace With the Footsteps of the Lamb

By Mu Zhen, Taiwan

When | was little, | was a smart and sensible kid and so | always received the loving
care of my parents, relatives and friends. Because | always got good grades at school and
was kind and easygoing, | was well liked by teachers and classmates. During that time, |
was full of hope for the future. Much to my surprise, however, when it came time to test for
high school, | missed qualifying for the top girls’ school by half a point and was admitted
instead to a second-grade school. | was so unable to accept what had happened that |
locked myself in my room for two days and refused to eat or drink. That was the first time |
had experienced failure in my life—I felt as if | had fallen into an abyss and | was wracked
with torment and pain.

When school started up again, | went to orientation feeling deeply depressed. During
orientation, a senior female schoolmate preached to me the gospel of the Lord Jesus. As |
attended more church gatherings and as | heard more of the experiences of the brothers
and sisters, | felt that the Lord’s grace was faithful and could be relied upon. | believed that
as long as | prayed to and beseeched the Lord Jesus Christ, then | would receive His

protection and care, and would enjoy a feeling of peace and security in my heart. From that
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place of dark depression, | gradually recovered my optimism and positivity. Later, in my
second year of high school, | was baptized as a Christian.

To learn more about the truths of the Bible, | went to a theological college and as a
freshman | took a course taught by the pastor called “Introduction to Religion.” During one
class, the pastor said to us, “Chapter 13, verse 8 of Hebrews states, ‘Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.’ The Lord Jesus is the one and only Savior. He is faithful
and reliable and His name will never change, no matter the age. Only by trusting in the name
of Jesus may we be saved....” From his speech, | learned that only through the Lord Jesus’
salvation may we be delivered from evil and death and only by trusting in the Lord Jesus’
name may we be saved. It occurred to me that the reason the senior female classmate who
had brought me into the church always seemed to be so happy and confident was probably
because of the strength in life she derived from her trust in the Lord. After that class, | made
up my mind to follow the Lord Jesus and put all of my efforts into serving Him. To this end, |
spent all my time after classes participating in communion, Bible study, gospel missionary
work, and | never once missed a sermon or gathering.

Over time, | realized that the pastors’ and elders’ sermons always talked about the same
old things—there was no new light in what they said and we, as believers, gained not even
the slightest spiritual sustenance from their words. Some brothers and sisters lived in
weakness—they never attended gatherings and no one bothered to help or support them.
Some brothers and sisters would doze through sermons and then try to sell people
merchandise and insurance after gatherings. Some people even helped political candidates
campaign for office. | thought to myself, “Are you still a Christian if you believe in the Lord
while only seeking personal profit and not pursuing advancement in your spiritual life? The
pastors and elders don’t even try to stop these things from happening—is this in keeping
with the Lord’s will and requirements?” The situation in the church made me angry and
disappointed. Because | hadn’t received any spiritual provision for a long time, | felt
spiritually impoverished and weak. What’s more, because | was busy with work and often
worked overtime on weekends, | ended up not even bothering to attend gatherings. Only
when | encountered some issue would | read my Bible and pray in the Lord’s name. | felt
hopeless and aimless, lost and helpless.

In October of 2016, | met Brother Wang of The Church of Almighty God online. Brother

Wang introduced me to Brother Jin and a few other brothers and sisters. Brother Jin’s
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fellowships helped me to understand many truths that | hadn’'t understood before. His
fellowship with regard to the truth of God’s incarnation was particularly practical and clear
and | gained a great deal from it. | had believed in the Lord for many years, had studied the
Bible, and had listened to countless sermons by spiritual personages, pastors and elders,
but | had never heard anyone fellowship on this aspect of the truth so incisively and clearly.
My spirit was watered, and the desire to seek arose within me. Thereafter, | often attended
their online gatherings.

During one such gathering, Brother Jin fellowshiped saying, “In order to completely save
humankind, God launched a six-thousand-year management plan, divided it into three
different ages and He performs a new stage of work in each age. God’s name changes along
with the different work He performs. In the Age of Law, for example, God performed His work
under the name ‘Jehovah,’ proclaiming the laws and commandments, and leading the early
Israelites in their life on earth. However, once God had finished His work in the Age of Law
and begun His work of redemption in the Age of Grace, His name changed from ‘Jehovah’
to ‘Jesus.” Now we are in the last days, and God is performing the work of judgment
beginning in the house of God upon the foundation of Jesus’ work of redemption. He has
concluded the Age of Grace, ushered in the Age of Kingdom and, in doing this, His name

has changed to ‘Almighty God.” When | heard Brother Jin say God’s name had changed, |
thought to myself, “The Bible clearly states: ‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day,
and for ever’ (Hebrews 13:8). The Lord Jesus that | believe in is the one true God and the
Lord Jesus’ name will never change. Only through the Lord Jesus’ name may we be saved—
how could you say that God’s name has changed? If, in our prayers, we don’t call on the
name Jesus, but use some other name, how can that still be in keeping with the Bible?”
Brother Jin’s fellowship deeply challenged my beliefs. He made the following analogy,
saying, “Sister Mu Zhen, if a company made you Planning Officer one year and Manager
the next, then whether you were the Planning Officer or the Manager, the requirements of
your work would dictate your title change. People would have called you Planning Officer
Mu, but now they call you Manager Mu—despite the change in title and position, would you
yourself have changed? Would you not still be you?” | replied, “| would still be me,” and didn’t
raise any objections, but in my heart | still couldn’t accept what he was saying. | thought to

myself, “God’s name can never change. Only by trusting in the Lord Jesus’ name may we

be saved. You won’t convince me so easily. I'll just ignore you all from now on and that will
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be that.” After the gathering was over, | blocked all the brothers and sisters of The Church
of Almighty God in the chat app.

To my amazement, on the day after | had blocked all the brothers and sisters of The
Church of Almighty God, at around 8 p.m. while | was washing the dishes in the kitchen, |
suddenly heard my doorbell ring. | opened the door and before me stood two girls | had
never seen before. One of the girls handed some information to me. | was initially very polite
to the girls, but when | saw that the pamphlet the girl had handed to me read, “Christ’s
Return—the Lord Jesus Has Returned With Clouds” in big letters, | suddenly realized that
they were coming to preach the gospel. Because | believed at the time that the Lord Jesus’
name would never change, | was a little annoyed by the two girls and returned the pamphlet
they had given me. They seemed a bit dejected and as they turned to leave, one of the
sisters asked me, “Sister, are you unable to accept this news because you don’t believe in
God or because you’re from another denomination? Have you ever carefully investigated
and sought the truth?” No matter what the sisters said, | didn’t really want to give them any
more of my time, so | just went back to washing my dishes in the kitchen. While | was
washing the dishes, the sister’s question kept playing in my mind, “Have you ever carefully
investigated and sought the truth?” | thought to myself, “I guess | really haven’t ever carefully
sought the truth.” | thought back to how Brother Wang and the others had fellowshiped about
God’s name changing and then | thought about how this had differed from my own
understanding. But even when | hadn’t understood, | hadn’t had the desire to seek the truth,
and had analyzed what he’d said using my knowledge of the Bible. I'd accepted those
aspects of their fellowship that | agreed with, but had failed to seek or pay any mind to those
aspects that | disagreed with. Only then did | realize that my knowledge of the Bible had
caused me to lose my pureness and simplicity of heart. | had adopted a self-righteous
attitude to the truth—how could | have considered myself someone who sincerely sought
the truth?

When | had calmed down a bit, | remembered something that the brothers and sisters
of The Church of Aimighty God often fellowshiped: “God’s sheep listen to God’s voice—if we
want to welcome the Lord’s return, we must listen for God’s voice, discern His voice and
understand what is the truth.” The fellowship given by the brothers and sisters was in
keeping with the Bible. The wise virgins had to listen for God’s voice, and hadn’t Peter of the

Age of Grace been able to follow the Lord Jesus because he had heard God’s voice in the
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Lord’s words? Having realized this, | hurriedly took out my Bible and opened to the Book of
Revelation chapter 3, verses 20-22, where it says, “Behold, | stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, | will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with Me. To him that overcomes will | grant to sit with Me in My
throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne. He
that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” | carefully pondered
this passage of Scripture and thought to myself, “God asks of us that whenever the Holy
Spirit speaks, we must listen. | have now been lucky enough to hear of the Lord’s return and
to have the opportunity to become acquainted with Aimighty God’s work of the last days, so
why am | still letting my notions hold me back? Why do | refuse to listen to any ideas that |
don’t understand or that are at odds with my notions? Even if | can’t accept right away that
God’s name has changed, | should at least seek and investigate this issue and make a
decision once | have a fuller understanding!” | then came upon the following passage in
Matthew chapter 7, verse 7: “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened to you.” “If God really has come knocking,” | thought, “and
I, having been deceived by my own notions, close my ears and lock Him outside in my utter
insensitivity and miss out on God’s salvation in the last days, wouldn’t that be a terrible
shame?”

That night, | couldn’t get to sleep and kept replaying in my head all that had happened
that evening. | thought to myself, “I've lived here for 18 years and this is the first time anyone
has ever come to spread the gospel. That sister even asked me if | had ever carefully sought
and investigated the truth—could it be that it was God’s plan for these two sisters whom I'd
never met to come spread the gospel to me? Then when | was feeling restless after rejecting
them and had read through the Bible for answers, God directed me to a passage about the
Lord knocking on the door—was | wrong to turn them away? Is Almighty God really the
returned Lord Jesus?” With these thoughts in my mind, | immediately got up out of bed and
prayed to the Lord, asking for His guidance and enlightenment. After finishing my prayer, |
opened my computer and navigated to the official website of The Church of Aimighty God,
which is called Gospel of the Descent of the Kingdom and looked up passages related to
God’s name. | found this passage of Almighty God’s words: “Some say that the name of
God does not change. Why, then, did the name of Jehovah become Jesus? It was

prophesied that the Messiah would come, so why then did a man by the name of
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Jesus come? Why did the name of God change? Was such work not carried out long
ago? Is God unable to do newer work today? The work of yesterday can be altered,
and the work of Jesus can follow on from that of Jehovah. Cannot, then, the work of
Jesus be succeeded by other work? If the name of Jehovah can be changed to Jesus,
then cannot the name of Jesus also be changed? None of this is odd; it is just that
people are too simple-minded. God will always be God. No matter how His work
changes, and regardless of how His nhame might change, His disposition and wisdom
will never change. If you believe that God can only be called by the name of Jesus,
then your knowledge is far too limited” (“How Can Man Who Has Delimited God in His
Conceptions Receive the Revelations of God?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). After
reading this passage, | understood that God does a new work in every age and takes on a
new name as His new work requires. | thought of how, in the Age of Law, God’s name was
Jehovah, and under this name God led the Israelites. However, when the Lord Jesus came
to do His work, had God’s name not changed from Jehovah to Jesus? Almighty God had
now explained this issue with great clarity—who could have unfolded such mysteries if God
had not come to express the truth? | had refused to seek and investigate the idea of God’s
name changing because it hadn’t squared with my own views. If Aimighty God really was
the reappearance of the Lord Jesus, and | shut the Lord out even as He knocked on my
door time after time, what a terrible shame it would be if | then missed out on the opportunity
to welcome the Lord’s return. As such, | decided to carefully seek and investigate Almighty
God’s work of the last days.

Later on, | unblocked the brothers and sisters of The Church of Aimighty God and told
them about the experience | had had that night. During a gathering, the brothers and sisters
shared this passage of Scripture with me: “How think you? if a man have an hundred
sheep, and one of them be gone astray, does he not leave the ninety and nine, and
goes into the mountains, and seeks that which is gone astray?” (Matthew 18:12). The
brothers and sisters said that | was just like that lost sheep and that God had gone looking
for me and brought me back before Him. It was truly by God’s grace that, when | had gone
astray, God guided me to unblock the brothers and sisters and continue attending
gatherings. Thanks be to God for not abandoning me!

Just then, Sister Xiling asked me, “Sister Mu Zhen, why did you block everyone

suddenly? Did you not understand some aspect of the truth?” | nodded, saying, “The Bible
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clearly says, ‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever’ (Hebrews 13:8).
This proves that Jesus Christ is forever unchanging. Even when God returns in the last days,
He should still go by the name Jesus—this name will never change. Yet Brother Jin
fellowshiped saying that God’s name in the last days is Almighty God and | just can’t quite
accept this. Ever since | was baptized, I've always prayed by calling on the Lord Jesus’
name, so how could | call Him by any other name?” When | had finished, Sister Xiling sent
me the following passage of God’s words: “There are those who say that God is
immutable. That is correct, but it refers to the immutability of God’s disposition and
His substance. Changes in His name and work do not prove that His substance has
altered; in other words, God will always be God, and this will never change. If you say
that the work of God is unchanging, then would He be able to finish His six-thousand-
year plan of management? You only know that God is forever unchanging, but do you
know that God is always new and never old? If the work of God is unchanging, then
could He have led mankind all the way to the present day? If God is immutable, then
why is it that He has already done the work of two ages? ... [T]he words ‘God is always
new and never old’ refer to His work, and the words ‘God is immutable’ to what God
inherently has and is. Regardless, you cannot make the work of six thousand years
hinge upon a single point, or circumscribe it with dead words. Such is the stupidity
of man. God is not as simple as man imagines, and His work cannot linger in any one
age. Jehovah, for example, cannot always stand for the name of God; God can also
do His work under the name of Jesus. This is a sign that God’s work is always moving
in a forward progression” (“The Vision of God’s Work (3)” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh).

Sister Xiling then said, “Almighty God’s words explain this very clearly: When we say
that ‘God is immutable, we are referring to His disposition and substance. This does not
mean that God’s name never changes. God is always new and never old, God’s work is
always moving forward, and His name must change to reflect the changes in His work.
However, no matter how God’s name may change, God’s substance never changes—God
is still God. And yet we don’t understand what ‘immutable’ really refers to and don’t see how
God’s work is always new and never old, and so it's very easy for us to delimit God’s work
and even resist God based on our notions and imaginings. For example, the Pharisees clung

to the notion that ‘Jehovah is the only God, there is no Savior but Jehovah.” When God came
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to do His work with the name ‘Jesus,’ therefore, and the Pharisees saw that Jehovah’s name
had changed but that He was not called ‘Messiah’ as the prophecies had foretold, they
denied that the Lord Jesus was Christ, that He was God Himself, and they frantically
condemned and resisted the Lord Jesus, until finally they colluded with the Roman
authorities to nail the Lord Jesus to the cross. For this most egregious of sins, they suffered
God’s punishment. Similarly, if we persist in blindly clinging to the Bible, and we cling to the
notion that God’s name is unchanging, and deny God’s work of the last days, then will we
be any different than the Pharisees, who claimed to believe in God but who took the path of
resistance to God?”

Next, she asked me to read two other passages of God’s words: “In each age, God
does new work and is called by a new name; how could He do the same work in
different ages? How could He cling to the old? The name of Jesus was taken for the
sake of the work of redemption, so would He still be called by the same name when
He returns in the last days? Would He still be doing the work of redemption? Why is
it that Jehovah and Jesus are one, yet They are called by different names in different
ages? Is it not because the ages of Their work are different? Could a single name
represent God in His entirety? This being so, God must be called by a different name
in a different age, and must use the name to change the age and to represent the age.
For no one name can fully represent God Himself, and each name is able only to
represent the temporal aspect of God’s disposition in a given age; all it needs to do
is to represent His work. Therefore, God can choose whatever name befits His
disposition to represent the entire age” (“The Vision of God’s Work (3)” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh). “Could the name of Jesus—‘God with us’—represent God’s
disposition in its entirety? Could it fully articulate God? If man says that God can only
be called Jesus and may not have any other name because God cannot change His
disposition, these words are blasphemy indeed! Do you believe that the name Jesus,
God with us, alone can represent God in His entirety? God may be called by many
names, but among these many names, there is not one that is able to encapsulate all
of God, not one that can fully represent God. And so, God has many names, but these
many names cannot fully articulate God’s disposition, for God’s disposition is so rich
that it simply exceeds the capacity of man to know Him. ... One particular word or

name does not have the capacity to represent God in His entirety, so do you think His
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name can be fixed? God is so great and so holy yet you will not permit Him to change
His name in each new age? Therefore, in every age in which God personally does His
own work, He uses a name that befits the age in order to encapsulate the work that
He intends to do. He uses this particular name, one that possesses temporal
significance, to represent His disposition in that age. This is God using the language
of mankind to express His own disposition” (“The Vision of God’s Work (3)” in The Word
Appears in the Flesh).

Sister Xiling fellowshiped saying, “God only performs one part of the work of His plan in
any age and only expresses one aspect of His disposition. The name He takes in a particular
age only represents the disposition He manifests and the work He does in that age. In the
Age of Law, for example, the name Jehovah was used to represent the work God did as well
as to express the majestic, wrathful, merciful and cursing aspects of His disposition. Under
the name Jehovah, God proclaimed the laws and commandments and guided humankind
in their life on earth. In turn, people’s behavior became more and more regulated and they
learned how to worship God. Toward the end of the Age of Law, because people had become
more and more corrupted by Satan, they stopped abiding by the laws and commandments
and ran the risk of being condemned and put to death. In order to save people from the rigor
of the law, God performed the work of redemption under the name of Jesus, thus beginning
the Age of Grace and concluding the Age of Law. He expressed His loving and merciful
disposition, preached the way of repentance and finally redeemed mankind through His
crucifixion. All those that accepted the Lord Jesus as Savior and prayed in the Lord’s name
to confess and repent were forgiven. From this, we can see that the name God chooses in
every age is meaningful. Each name only represents a portion of God’s work and an aspect
of His disposition—one name cannot represent the entirety of God. If, in the Age of Grace,
God had come with the name Jehovah and not Jesus, then God’s work would have ceased
to progress beyond the Age of Law and, we, as corrupt humans, would never have received
our redemption, but would instead have been condemned and put to death for violating the
laws and commandments. Similarly, if, when God returned in the last days, He was still
called Jesus, then God’s work would cease to progress beyond the Age of Grace. Our sins
would be forgiven, but we would still live within that vicious cycle of committing and
confessing sin and we would be unable to break free of the fetters of sin and attain

purification. As such, to completely deliver us from the fetters of sin and attain purification,
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God has once again incarnated in the flesh to express His words and perform the work of
judgment and purification, to establish the Age of Kingdom and bring the Age of Grace to an
end. With the changing of the ages, God’s name has also changed to ‘Almighty God,” which
fulfills the prophecy in the Book of Revelation chapter 1, verse 8 that says, ‘| am Alpha and
Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, said the Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.”

Through the fellowship given by the brothers and sisters, | came to understand how the
passage of Scripture that states, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”
(Hebrews 13:8) does not mean that God’s name will never change, but rather that God’s
substance is immutable. | also learned that God divided His six-thousand-year management
plan into three ages—the Age of Law, the Age of Grace and the Age of Kingdom—and with
each new stage of work, God takes on a new name to represent His work and disposition
during that age. He also uses the adopting of a new name to usher in a new age. How
meaningful God’s name is in every age! If, as | had previously believed, God’s name never
changed and, when He returned, He was still called Jesus, would His work not then remain
at a standstill?

After the gathering, | again looked up some passages from Revelation: “I am Alpha
and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, said the Lord, which is, and which was,
and which is to come, the Almighty” (Revelation 1:8). “Him that overcomes will | make
a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go no more out: and | will write on him
the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, which is new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven from My God: and | will write on him My new name”
(Revelation 3:12). Everything suddenly became clear after reading these passages, and |
thought to myself, “I've read these two passages before, so how come | didn’t notice what
they really meant? These two passages of Scripture clearly foretell how, when God returns
in the last days, He will no longer be called Jesus and His new name will be ‘the Almighty.’ |
had always clung to that quote from the Bible that states, ‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever’ (Hebrews 13:8), thinking that God’s name would never change, but
| never thought to examine other passages of Scripture, and just continually rejected and
resisted God’s work of the last days. How ignorant | was!” Through the fellowship given by
the brothers and sisters, as well as the prophecies in the Bible regarding God’s name, | no

longer had any doubts about the name God has chosen in the last days.
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Some time later, during a gathering, we read another passage of God’s words: “l was
once known as Jehovah. | was also called the Messiah, and people once called Me
Jesus the Savior with love and esteem. Today, however, | am no longer the Jehovah
or Jesus that people knew in times past; | am the God who has returned in the last
days, the God who shall bring the age to an end. | am the God Himself that rises up
from the end of the earth, replete with My entire disposition, and full of authority,
honor, and glory. People have never engaged with Me, never known Me, and have
always been ignorant of My disposition. From the creation of the world until today,
not one person has seen Me. This is the God who appears to man in the last days but
is hidden among man. He resides among man, true and real, like the burning sun and
the blazing flame, filled with power and brimming with authority. There is not a single
person or thing that shall not be judged by My words, and not a single person or thing
that shall not be purified through the burning of fire. Eventually, all nations shall be
blessed because of My words, and also smashed to pieces because of My words. In
this way, all people during the last days shall see that | am the Savior returned, and
that | am the Almighty God that conquers all of mankind. And all shall see that | was
once the sin offering for man, but that in the last days | also become the flames of the
sun that incinerate all things, as well as the Sun of righteousness that reveals all
things. This is My work in the last days. | took this name and am possessed of this
disposition so that all people may see that | am a righteous God, the burning sun, the
blazing flame, and so that all may worship Me, the one true God, and so that they may
see My true face: | am not only the God of the Israelites, and | am not just the
Redeemer; | am the God of all creatures throughout the heavens and the earth and
the seas” (“The Savior Has Already Returned Upon a ‘White Cloud’” in The Word Appears
in the Flesh).

Sister Xiling fellowshiped saying, “In the last days, God has begun the work of judgment
by words in the Age of Kingdom under the name ‘Almighty God,” and has revealed to
humankind His righteous, majestic disposition that brooks no offense. The words Almighty
God has expressed expose the reality of humankind’s corruption by Satan as well as the
source of our resistance to God. God’s words cast judgment on our rebelliousness and
unrighteousness and show us the path and the direction we need to follow to transform our

dispositions. As long as we focus on pursuing the truth in all things, use the truth to uproot
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our corrupt dispositions, and behave and treat others according to God’s demands, we can
gradually rid ourselves of our corrupt dispositions and attain the full salvation of God. When
Almighty God’s work on earth is finished, all those that accepted God'’s work in the last days
and attained God’s purification and salvation shall be led by God into His kingdom to enjoy
God’s blessings and His promise. As for those who rejected God’s work in the last days and
even resisted, condemned, slandered and blasphemed Him, they will all be consumed by
the great disasters of the end times and will be punished and destroyed by God. So, God
takes the name ‘Almighty God’ to manifest His righteous, majestic disposition that brooks
no offense to all humankind, He separates people according to their kind, brings this age of
evil to an end and completes all the work of God’s six-thousand-year management plan.
God wants us to see that not only is He the Master and Creator of all things, He can also
serve as our sin offering and can even perfect, transform and purify humankind. God is the
First and the Last and His wondrous acts are unfathomable to man. As such, God taking the
name ‘Almighty God’ is particularly meaningful. At present, the Holy Spirit only safeguards
the work done under the name of Almighty God. All who accept God’s work of the last days
and pray in the name of Aimighty God may receive the work of the Holy Spirit, and the supply
of the living water of life. The churches of the Age of Grace have become bleak and
desolate—their believers’ faith grows cold, their sermons lack substance, they are unmoved
in prayer, and more and more of them are seduced by worldly trends. The source of their
problems lies in the fact that God is performing a new work, and the work of the Holy Spirit
has shifted from the churches of the Age of Grace to the churches of the Age of Kingdom.
They have failed to keep pace with the footsteps of the Lamb, have failed to accept Almighty
God’s work of judgment and, as such, they cannot gain the supply of the living water of life
and must wallow in darkness with no way out.”

Through reading God’s word and listening to the sister’s fellowship, | gained a deeper
understanding of the meaning of God taking different names in different ages. | also gained
knowledge of God’s work of judgment and the disposition He expresses in the last days—
this is crucial for our deliverance from the bonds of sin and for our salvation by God! As it
turned out, the reason why I'd not felt supplied listening to sermons in recent years, and why
my brothers’ and sisters’ faith had become weak and the sermons had lacked substance
was because the work of the Holy Spirit had already shifted: The Holy Spirit now only

safeguards the work done under the name Almighty God. Because we hadn’t accepted
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God’s new name and hadn’t kept pace with the footsteps of the Lamb, we had fallen into
darkness. It was then that | knew in my heart that Almighty God truly is the returned Lord
Jesus.

Later on, my brothers and sisters fellowshiped with me regarding how to discern true
churches from false churches, how to distinguish the Holy Spirit's work from Satan’s work,
and other aspects of the truth. | greatly benefited from these fellowships. Every time | got
together with my brothers and sisters to watch gospel movies and videos, | felt spiritually
fulfilled and a sense of peace and security filled my heart. Aimighty God’s words not only
resolved many questions | previously had in my belief in the Lord, but they also solved many
problems | was having in my life. | also regained that sense of faith | had when | first began
believing in the Lord. | rejoiced that God chose me to accept His work of the last days and |
began to keep pace with the footsteps of the Lamb. Now, | read Almighty God’s words every
day. The more | read, the more | feel light filling my heart, and from the bottom of my heart |
am absolutely certain that Almighty God’s word is the truth and is God’s voice. | was
completely certain that God has now appeared and is working as Almighty God, and |
accepted Almighty God’s name and officially joined The Church of Almighty God. Thanks be
to Aimighty God for saving me!

16. God’s Word Is My Strength
By Jingnian, Canada

| have followed my family’s belief in the Lord since | was a child, often reading the Bible
and attending services. | shared the gospel of the Lord Jesus with my mother-in-law after
getting married, and from then on she no longer lost her temper when things happened or
acted entirely on her own whims as she had in the past. Relationships in our family began
to improve overall. Seeing the changes in his mother, my husband also began believing in
the Lord in 2015, and went to church with me every week. My family was at peace after
accepting the Lord’s gospel, and when | saw this | knew that this was the Lord’s grace—I
thanked the Lord from the bottom of my heart.

While at work one day in February 2017, a female customer saw me and became very

excited. She pulled me aside and said, “You look very much like a friend of mine. Can |
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introduce you to her? She’s just come to Canada and hardly knows anyone, would you like
to meet her and get together with her if you have time?” | was really surprised to hear this
and thought: Could such a thing happen? Does her friend really look that much like me? But
| realized that the Lord’s benevolent will is within all things, and that lovingly helping others
is also one of the Lord’s teachings, so | agreed to her request. A few days later, | met her
friend Xiao Han, who did indeed look very much like me; people who saw us asked if we
were twin sisters. | don’t know if it was because we looked so much alike or because the
Lord’s arrangements were behind things, but when | saw her, | immediately felt very close
to her. We met up just a few times and became like sisters who could talk about anything.
What surprised me the most was that through Xiao Han, | heard the gospel of the returned
Lord Jesus in the last days.

One day, Xiao Han took me to her aunt’s house, where her aunt shared Almighty God’s
kingdom gospel with us. She had us read the words uttered by God in the last days, and
fellowshiped with us on God’s will in the creation of Adam and Eve, God’s thoughts and
intentions when He called on Noah to build the ark, how God’s heart ached when He
destroyed the people of Noah’s time, and more. She said that these mysteries are all
revealed in God’s words of the last days, otherwise no one could understand them. | believed
her, because only God Himself could explain the thoughts behind everything He does. If
God had not come personally to speak and work, who else could fully explain God’s thoughts
and intentions? | was deeply drawn in by God’s words, and decided to seriously investigate
Almighty God’s work in the last days. Over the period of time | was looking into it, | raised a
number of questions that | had never understood when reading the Bible, and Xiao Han’s
aunt gave me answers based on the words of Almighty God—the answers were very
thorough, and they were clear and understandable to me. As | read more and more of God’s
words, the confusion within my heart was slowly resolved, and | came to understand that in
the last days, Almighty God does the work of judgment through His words, which fulfills the
prophecy in the Bible that “[JJudgment must begin at the house of God” (1 Peter 4:17).
This stage of God’s work is an escalation and a deepening of the work of the Lord Jesus,
and it is the final stage of God’s work in the last days to purify and save mankind. After
investigating for a period of time, | became certain that Almighty God is the returned Lord
Jesus; | happily accepted Almighty God’s work of the last days and began to attend meetings

with my brothers and sisters.
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One morning a little over three months later, | was gathering with other sisters as usual,
when suddenly my cell phone began to beep. | took a look and saw a notification that
someone was trying to locate my position using my iPhone. | was very surprised and didn’t
know what was going on, but immediately after that, my husband sent me a WeChat
message asking, “Where are you?” | looked at the message and hesitated a bit; |
remembered that, after returning from a church service over a month ago, my husband told
me that the pastor had said many negative things about The Church of Almighty God, and
warned the believers to be on their guard and not have any contact with people from Eastern
Lightning. At the time, | was afraid that my husband would be misled by the pastor and elder,
and that their rumors would turn him against The Church of Almighty God. | wanted to wait
to share the gospel with him until | understood more of the truth and could clearly bear
witness to God’s work of the last days, so | never dared to tell him about my gatherings with
the sisters of The Church of Almighty God. With that in mind, | replied to him, “I'm on my
way to work.” But when | thought about it again, | felt that something was wrong, “He never
messages me at this time. Why is he suddenly asking me where | am today? What’s going
on?”

When | got home from work that evening, | saw my husband sitting on the bed
glowering. He had found the book of God’s words that | had hidden in the house, and he
had it laid out on the desk. The sight of this really took me aback, but before | had time to
give it any thought, my husband asked me, “When did you start believing in Almighty God?
There’s a lot of negative stuff online about The Church of Alimighty God, don’t you know
that? You lied to me today. You weren’t on your way to work this morning. Where were you?”
| replied somewhat indignantly, “So when my phone started beeping today it was you trying
to locate me!” He said, “On my break at work this morning | wanted to know where you were,
so | looked up your location and discovered you weren’'t where you said you were.” He
softened his tone and continued, “The Chinese government said online that the boundaries
between men and women aren’t clearly maintained among believers in Almighty God, and
there were all sorts of other negative things, too. Can you please not contact them anymore?
It would be so much better if you just went to church services—I could go with you every
week. Why are you having anything to do with them?” After saying this he went online and
found a lot of negative information about The Church of Aimighty God for me to read. After

reading these baseless rumors, | said angrily, “These people have never had any contact
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with The Church of Almighty God at all. Why are they spouting off about it? This is all
completely unfounded, it's hearsay. These are lies and rumors and totally lacking credibility!
Over these last few months, I've been around the brothers and sisters of The Church of
Almighty God, and what I've seen is that their clothing is simple and in good taste, and they
speak and behave in a dignified manner. There are definite boundaries between brothers
and sisters and there are principles in how they interact. They’re nothing like the rumors the
CCP government and the pastors and elders spread. One of the administrative decrees for
the Age of Kingdom issued by Almighty God clearly states, ‘Man has a corrupt disposition
and is moreover possessed of emotions. As such, it is absolutely prohibited for two
members of the opposite sex to work together unaccompanied when serving God.
Any who are discovered doing so will be expelled, without exception’ (“The Ten
Administrative Decrees That Must Be Obeyed by God’s Chosen People in the Age of
Kingdom” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). God is holy and righteous, and loathes nothing
more than licentious behavior. So, God has issued strict administrative decrees for His
chosen people, and anyone who violates them will be expelled from the church. The brothers
and sisters of The Church of Alimighty God strictly abide by God’s administrative decrees,
and no one dares violate them. This is what | have personally seen and experienced. The
rumor spread by the CCP government and the pastors and elders that the boundaries
between men and women of The Church of Aimighty God are unclear is nothing but lies and
slander!” But no matter what | said, my husband simply wouldn’t listen, and he insisted that
| no longer attend gatherings with the brothers and sisters. Seeing how rigid he was being,
| started to feel some negativity, because the only person close to me in this foreign place
was my husband and | didn’t want to fight with him. On top of that, | was afraid that he would
tell my family in China and the pastor, which would only bring me more trouble. So, when he
insisted that | not go to gatherings, | agreed, but | said that | wanted to continue reading
God’s words at home; he agreed. And so, the storm subsided for the moment.

Since | was just reading God’s words at home alone, there were many things | didn’t
understand. So, | used my mobile phone to contact a sister when my husband was at work,
which allowed me to continue gathering with the sisters. When | told my sisters about how
my husband had stopped me from going to gatherings, one of them read a passage of God’s
words to me, “In every step of work that God does within people, externally it appears

to be interactions between people, as if born of human arrangements or from human
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interference. But behind the scenes, every step of work, and everything that happens,
is a wager made by Satan before God, and requires people to stand firm in their
testimony to God. Take when Job was tried, for example: Behind the scenes, Satan
was making a bet with God, and what happened to Job was the deeds of men and the
interference of men. Behind every step of work that God does in you is Satan’s wager
with God—behind it all is a battle. ... When God and Satan do battle in the spiritual
realm, how should you satisfy God, and how should you stand firm in your testimony
to Him? You should know that everything that happens to you is a great trial and the
time when God needs you to bear testimony” (“Only Loving God Is Truly Believing in
God” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). My sister fellowshiped, “When we encounter this
kind of thing soon after accepting Aimighty God, from the outside it appears that our family
is standing in our way and preventing us from going to gatherings, but if we look at it through
God’s words, it's Satan’s disruption behind it: This is a spiritual battle. God wants to save
us, but Satan doesn’t want to give up so easily, so it follows behind God to disrupt us, and
uses the people around us to keep us from coming before God. Satan’s goal is to ruin our
proper relationship with God, to make us feel negative and weak so that we distance
ourselves from God and betray Him, and finally return to its domain and lose our chance to
be saved by God. That’'s why we must learn discernment, look at things according to God’s
words, see through Satan’s tricks, pray and rely on God more, and have genuine faith in
God. Then we’ll be able to see God’s actions through our faith.” After hearing God’s word
and the sister’s fellowship, it dawned on me, “My husband is standing in the way of me
believing in and following God because Satan is using him to disrupt me and get me to
betray God—this is the same as the trial that Job went through. Satan tried every means it
knew to tempt Job. It made him lose his immense wealth and his herds of cattle and sheep,
covered him in horrible boils, plus used Job’s friends to disrupt and attack him. It even used
his wife to tempt Job to abandon God. Satan arrogantly tried to destroy Job’s faith in God
and make him deny and reject God. Satan is truly evil and despicable!” These thoughts filled
my heart with loathing for Satan, but then | thought, “Although Satan was crazed in its
persecution of Job, it never would have dared to do mortal harm to Job without God’s
permission, so doesn’t that mean what | am going through is also in God’s hands? As long
as | truly look up to God and rely on God, He will surely guide me to overcome the

temptations of Satan.” That thought gave me further faith in God, and | resolved to stay in
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contact with the sisters and continue to attend gatherings and have fellowship through my
mobile phone.

One night | put my phone down on the table, not expecting that my husband would pick
it up and look through it—he saw my chat record with the sister. He said to me very angrily,
“You're still in contact with them, and you chat with them for two hours at a time.” He then
bombarded me with more negative propaganda that was online, and started monitoring me
through a variety of means. | couldn’t get in touch with the sister on my phone anymore. And
so this is how | lost my church life again and couldn’t get any help from the sister. After that,
my husband started sending me rumors he found online day in and day out, and he also
hassled me and prevented me from having any contact with brothers and sisters. Faced with
my husband’s oppression and obstruction, | became utterly miserable, and | couldn’t help
but start feeling weak again. | thought, “Why is my husband so opposed to me believing in
Almighty God? | only want to believe in God, why is it so hard? When will | be able to practice
my faith without being hassled so much? Is this going to be my life from now on?” At that
thought | absolutely could not hold back the tears—I felt particularly lonely and helpless. |
didn’t know where to go from there. | can’t even count how many times | cried over that. In
my misery, all | could do was pray to God, “God! | don’t know what to do in the face of my
husband’s constraints or how | should get through this, but | believe that whatever the
situation, it contains Your benevolent will. | ask You to guide me and give me the faith to get
through this.”

Miraculously, just as | finished my prayer, | received two passages of God’s word from
the sister, “Satan is at war with God, trailing along behind Him. Its objective is to
demolish all the work God wants to do, to occupy and control those whom God wants,
to completely extinguish those whom God wants. If they are not extinguished, then
they come to Satan’s possession to be used by it—this is its objective” (“God Himself,
the Unique IV” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). “You must have My courage within you
and you must have principles when facing relatives who do not believe. But for My
sake, you must also not yield to any of the dark forces. Rely on My wisdom to walk
the perfect way; do not allow the conspiracies of Satan to take hold. Put all your
efforts into placing your heart before Me and | shall comfort you and give you peace
and happiness in your heart” (“Chapter 10” of Utterances of Christ in the Beginning in The

Word Appears in the Flesh). By pondering God’s words, | gained some discernment over
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Satan’s evil intentions. God works to save mankind while Satan racks its brains to destroy
God’s work and vie with God for people, so it spreads all sorts of rumors on the Internet to
mislead and deceive people. It also uses our families to hinder and harass us so that we
can’t come before God to receive salvation. My husband had been blinded and deceived by
the rumors spread by Satan because he didn’'t know the truth, which is the only reason he
was stubbornly standing in the way of my faith. Satan had also seized upon my own
weakness to shackle and harm me. Satan knew that my fatal weakness was emotions, so it
was attacking me through my feelings for my husband, getting me to give up on following
God because of my concern for my fleshly attachments and desire to preserve family
harmony, and thus abandon the true way and lose my chance at God'’s salvation. Satan is
truly despicable! At the same time, | felt God comforting me with His words, encouraging me
not to surrender to the dark forces of Satan. God was also giving me a path of practice. God
said, “Rely on My wisdom to walk the perfect way.” In such an environment, how could |
cooperate with God and use wisdom to get to gatherings? | remembered that last time my
husband had used my phone to track me, so | was no longer able to go to the sister’s house
for gatherings, plus | couldn’t use my phone to meet with her either, but | could go meet her
at one of the seating areas in the mall. If my husband asked again, | could say | was going
shopping. So, with God’s guidance, | was able to meet with her again. Once she came to
understand my difficulties, she gave me fellowship on God’s words and she comforted and
encouraged me. After understanding the truth, my negativity was quickly dispelled.

One day, | got home from work and wanted to read God’s words; | went through every
single drawer and cabinet where | usually kept my book, but to no avail. | was incredibly
anxious and thought, “This is it. My husband must have thrown away my book. He’s a really
cautious person, so he definitely wouldn’t have thrown it into a trash can where | might find
it. If he got rid of it at his office I'll never find it.” The thought made me miserable, and | didn’t
know what to do.

| went along with my husband to his driver’s license exam a few days later and saw one
of the sisters there. | covertly let her know that my book of God’s words had disappeared.
She told me to pray more, rely on God, and make another thorough search. God controls
and rules all things, she told me, so whether my husband had thrown it away was in God’s
hands, and | shouldn’t let my imagination run wild and be quick to judge. | messaged another

sister about it when | got home, who said the same thing to me. Having received the same
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fellowship from two different sisters, | believed that God’s good intentions must be behind
this. Was God using the sisters to remind me? | then thought of a passage from God’s words,
“‘Almighty God dominates all things and occurrences! As long as we look up to Him
in our hearts at all times and enter the spirit and fellowship with Him, He will show us
all the things we seek, and His will is sure to be revealed to us. Our hearts will then
be in joy and peace, steady with perfect clarity” (“Chapter 7” of Utterances of Christ in
the Beginning in The Word Appears in the Flesh). | understood from God’s words that God
is always there for people to lean on and find succor. When we encounter trouble and have
no way out, as long as we genuinely call out to God, He will enlighten and guide us, and
help us through our difficulties. Thanks to the enlightenment and guidance of God’s words,
my faith in God was strengthened yet again, and | regained a path of practice. | also
understood that as for the matter of losing my book of God’s words, | would never find it if |
relied only on my own efforts. God is all-powerful, and as long as | relied on and looked up
to God, and then cooperated with Him in a practical way to go look for it, | trusted that God
would guide and help me. So, | came before God and sincerely prayed, “God! | can’t find
my book of Your words. At first, | relied on my own notions and imaginings to guess what
might have happened, and | just reacted according to my own impulses. | didn’t put You
above all, and | didn’t realize that everything is under Your control. Now | wish to look up to
You and entrust this matter to You, and then cooperate with You in my next search. Whether
| will find the book or not, this will happen with Your permission. | ask for Your guidance.”
After praying | had a sudden desire to go to the storage room for a pair of shoes. To my
surprise, as | was kneeling down to pick them up, | came across a white bag, and a very
clear thought suddenly sprang into my mind: The book of God’s words is in this bag. | picked
it up and looked, and it was true! Both surprised and delighted, | couldn’t help but shout,
“Thanks be to God! Thanks be to God!” | only then realized that it was God guiding me to
find the book. | really saw that everything is under God’s rule, that God even arranges
people’s thoughts and ideas, and that nothing is impossible when we lean on God and look
up to Him. | lost no time getting the book back to the bedroom and carefully placed them in
my drawer. That evening when my husband came back, he discovered that | had found the
book of God’s words hidden in the storage room and demanded that | hand it over. This
time, | truly relied on God and asked Him to give me confidence and strength. | refused to

compromise further with him. Seeing my determination, he didn’t press any further.
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The sister later gave me a mobile phone just for listening to sermons that also had lots
of God’s words downloaded on it; this was to make it easier for me to attend gatherings and
do my devotionals. Once when | was switching between bags, | left that phone at home out
of carelessness, and my husband found out that | was going to gatherings again. He
messaged me demanding to know, “Why are you still in contact with them? Why are you
sneaking around to go to gatherings?” | was both angry and concerned when | saw these
messages, but then | called to mind my experiences over the past period of time, how every
time my husband tried to stand in my way or oppress me, | always compromised, retreated,
or | felt negative and weak, and that what | lacked most was the ability to rely on God and
testify for God. | knew that this time | couldn’t yield to Satan. | would rely on God, look to
God, overcome Satan through faith, and stand witness for God. | thought of God’s words,
“‘No matter where or when, or how adverse the environment is, | will show you clearly
and My heart shall be revealed to you if you look to Me with your heart; this way you
will run down the road ahead and never lose your way” (“Chapter 13” of Utterances of
Christ in the Beginning in The Word Appears in the Flesh). So, | prayed to God, “God! You
have now chosen me and allowed me to follow Your footsteps. If | don’t pursue with all my
strength, if | bow to Satan’s forces, | will lose my chance at salvation. Oh God, | wish to
entrust my current difficulties to You. Even if my husband tells my family or the pastor about
my faith in Almighty God, or whatever else he may do to me, | will submit to You. This time,
| will rely on You to stand witness for You and humiliate Satan.”

After praying | gradually began to feel much calmer. | picked up my phone and sent him
a response. “Yes, I'm attending gatherings again. Let’s sit down and have a real talk about
this tomorrow evening.” Once | had sent the message, | still felt that | was being refined:
Why is it that each time | want to seriously pursue the truth, | am disrupted? Job’s
experience, which the sisters had fellowshiped about with me many times, then came to
mind. And | also thought of what God said, “And what did God do when Job was
subjected to this torment? God observed, and watched, and awaited the outcome. As
God observed and watched, how did He feel? He felt grief-stricken, of course” (“God’s
Work, God’s Disposition, and God Himself 11" in The Word Appears in the Flesh). | weighed
God’s words, and thought over Job’s experience. He spent his whole life fearing God and
shunning evil, but Satan wasn’t content to let God gain Job, and so tempted him many times.

But while Satan was tempting Job, God was observing and watching everything, and God
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gave Satan a strict limit: Satan could not take Job’s life, thereby ensuring Job’s safety. |
could see that God cherishes people, does not want us to suffer, and doesn’t want to see us
fall under Satan’s influence and be harmed by Satan. In addition, God’s benevolent will was
within Him allowing Satan to tempt Job. God hoped to gain testimony from Job and to perfect
Job’s faith and obedience to God. Wasn'’t that precisely the situation | had found myself in?
Although Satan tempted me time and again, God never left me, and had guided me until
then. God arranged those circumstances in the hope that | would grow in life, stand witness
for Him, and humiliate Satan, so | knew that time | had to struggle to stand witness for God
and humiliate Satan. | once again felt more faith in God and was determined to submit to
what God had arranged, to stand on God’s side, and never again compromise with Satan.
The next evening when | got home from work, my husband was already there waiting
for me. When | sat down, he said, “Can you give up your faith in Almighty God?” He then
began talking about all sorts of negative propaganda about The Church of Almighty God that
he had seen online. My response was, “No, | can’t. What do you really know about The
Church of Almighty God? Everything you’ve seen online are just rumors fabricated by the
CCP government to defame, libel, and condemn The Church of Aimighty God. None of it is
true. The CCP is an atheistic political party that particularly loathes the truth and God, so it
does its utmost to fabricate and spread all kinds of rumors to mislead people. It vainly hopes
to deceive people into resisting God and ultimately being destroyed along with it. That is the
CCP government’s sinister intention. But | haven’t done anything wrong by believing in God,
nor have | done anything to let you down. My path of faith is the right path in life, and | have
decided to continue on it. I've given it enough thought, and I've decided that you can go
ahead and call the pastor and the preachers, and let them condemn me in their sermons
and then expel me from the church. You can also call my parents and have them lay into me
and oppress me. But no matter what you do, | won’t change my mind. | have now accepted
God’s work of the last days, and through reading God’s words and going through the
situations arranged by God, | have become certain that Almighty God is the returned Lord
Jesus. | will stand by my choice no matter what.” My husband said, “You do realize that
you’re betraying the Lord, right? The Lord has given you so much grace. How could you
betray Him?” | said, “Believing in Alimighty God is not betraying the Lord; it is following the
footsteps of the Lamb, because Almighty God and the Lord Jesus are the same God. It is

precisely because | have enjoyed so much of the Lord Jesus’ grace that when | heard the
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news that the Lord Jesus has now returned, | knew | should investigate it, and then |
accepted it. The Lord Jesus has now returned in the flesh to utter new words, and to explain
everything about God’s work and will. | have heard God’s voice, so | should work even
harder in my pursuit, go to more gatherings, and repay God'’s love for me.” Eventually my
husband said, “Fine, forget it! Do what you want! | was going to tell the pastor and get him
to convince you to come back to the church, and | was going to call your parents too, but |
was afraid they’d be so upset they’d fall ill. Believe whatever you want from now on—I won’t
get involved.”

| was elated to hear my husband say that he would no longer stand in the way of my
faith in AImighty God. | knew that this was God'’s guidance and that my husband’s heart and
mind were also in God’s hands. Such words leaving his mouth were entirely because of
God’s rule; it was God who had opened the way for me. | saw through this experience that
God wants my heart, and when [ truly rely on Him, look to Him, and risk everything to satisfy
Him, | see God’s deeds, and that He has always been silently guiding and helping me. |
thought of God’s words: “Whenever Satan corrupts man or inflicts unbridled harm upon
man, God does not stand idly by, and neither does He brush aside or turn a blind eye
to those He has chosen. God understands with perfect clarity all that Satan does. No
matter what Satan does, no matter what trend it causes to arise, God knows all that
Satan is trying to do, and God does not give up on those He has chosen. Instead,
without attracting any attention—secretly, silently—God does everything that is
necessary” (“God Himself, the Unique VI” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). As | pondered
these words | felt really moved. | thought back over what | had experienced that period of
time—when Satan used my husband to disrupt and oppress me to keep me from going to
gatherings, God allowed me to see through Satan’s tricks and come out from my negativity
through the brothers’ and sisters’ fellowship on God’s words; when my husband hid my book
of God’s words and tried to stop me from believing in God, | genuinely relied on God and
looked to Him, and then | witnessed God’s wondrous deeds; once | resolved to stand with
God and became willing to risk everything to follow God, Satan was humiliated and
retreated. Through my experiences | saw that God really is on my side, and that He sets
things up for me in accordance with my stature. God did not give me a burden | was not able
to bear. | thought of how in the past, before truly giving my heart to God, | was always

preoccupied with the affections of the flesh, | relied on human means to cope with problems,
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and didn’t dare to forsake Satan. As a result, Satan exploited my weakest point, taking
advantage and attacking me time and time again, tormenting me to no end. But when | truly
relied on God and became willing to put everything on the line, God opened up a way for
me, and Satan was humiliated in defeat, left with no recourse. After going through all of this
| gained true understanding of God’s almightiness and sovereignty, as well as my own
rebellious disposition. My faith in and obedience to God grew, | gained discernment over
Satan’s schemes, and | saw Satan’s evil and despicable nature. A true hatred of Satan arose
within me. It was all thanks to God’s guidance and enlightenment that | was able to come to
understand all of this. | am truly grateful to God!

| reaped a great harvest from what | experienced over that period of time. Over the
course of it | experienced weakness and negativity, but the guidance of God’s words and
the support and help of my sisters gave me the faith to overcome Satan’s temptations and
attacks, and to continue on until the present day. | have seen God’s love through my practical
experiences, and that God has been leading me and has never once strayed from my side
through everything. When we truly give our hearts to God, look to God, and rely on God, we
can see His wondrous deeds and emerge from our suffering. From this day forward, | wish

only to experience more of God’s work and seek true knowledge of God!

17. Breaking Through Satan’s Tight Encirclement
By Zhao Gang, China

It was bitterly cold this past November in Northeast China, none of the snow that fell to
the ground melted away, and many people who walked outside were so cold that they stuffed
their hands into their armpits and walked along cautiously, bodies bent over. The other day
in the early morning the winds were blowing from the northwest, when |, my brother-in-law
and his wife and about a dozen brothers and sisters were sitting in my home on the warm
bed. Everyone had a copy of the Bible beside them, and in their hands everyone was holding
a copy of the book of God’s words, Judgment Begins With the House of God. Two sisters
from The Church of Almighty God were fellowshiping on the truth concerning God’s three
stages of work. The two sisters were drawing pictures of the three stages of work as they

fellowshiped: “God’s work for the salvation of mankind can be divided into three stages.
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From the Age of Law to the Age of Grace and then to the Age of Kingdom, each stage of
work is higher and more profound than the previous stage. The work done in the last days
is the final stage of work, in which God expresses words to judge and cleanse man....” We
nodded our heads as we listened, and our hearts filled with light: Who would’ve thought that
God’s management plan for the salvation of mankind would have so many mysteries!
Besides God Himself, who else could speak of the mysteries of these three stages of God’s
work so clearly? This truly is the work of God! We fellowshiped into the evening of the
following day, and our whole group expressed a willingness to seek out and look into
Almighty God’s work of the last days.

Afterward, the two sisters then fellowshiped on the truth regarding the significance of
the incarnation of God, and the rest of us were listening attentively when, all of a sudden,
our church leader Wang Ping showed up. As soon as she entered the house, she pointed
her finger at the two sisters from The Church of Almighty God and asked me: “What are
these two doing?” | spoke frankly: “They are Sister Zhang and Sister Mu—" But before |
could even finish speaking, she said in an exasperated tone, “Who are Sister Zhang and
Sister Mu? | can see they are preachers of Eastern Lightning, they are sheep-stealers....”
After Wang Ping finished talking, we all sat there in shock. | thought to myself: “Sister Wang
Ping has almost always talked about loving our neighbors as we love ourselves and about
loving our enemies; why is it that today she comes in here saying such unreasonable things?
Why is she judging and condemning these two sisters?” | was thinking this over when | heard
Sister Zhang calmly say to Wang Ping, “Sister, there are no hidden intentions in us coming
here today. The Lord Jesus has already returned. We just want to spread God’s gospel of
the last days to you—" Wang Ping interrupted Sister Zhang and yelled out: “The Lord has
returned? Not even those of us who serve as leaders know anything about the Lord’s return,
so how could you know anything about it? That is not possible! The Lord Jesus said: ‘All
that ever came before Me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them’
(John 10:8). You both need to leave right now and never come back here.” When | heard
Wang Ping say this, | felt disgusted inside: Her sermons are usually always so reasoned
and well-argued; how is it that she can be so compassionless all of a sudden? So | asked
Wang Ping: “Sister Wang, it's late. Where do you want them to go? The Lord teaches us
that we must love our enemies, to say nothing of these two sisters who believe in God. If we

treat these two in this way, we would in no way resemble believers in the Lord—" But before
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| could even finish what | was saying, Wang Ping anxiously grabbed the hand of my brother-
in-law’s wife and said to her and her husband, “If Zhao Gang doesn’t want these two women
to leave then let’s go. Don’t listen to them anymore!” She then furiously grabbed hold of
these two and walked out.

After they left, Sister Mu turned to us and asked: “Brothers and sisters, how do you all
feel about the scene that we just withessed? Let’s discuss this together.” The brothers and
sisters all turned toward me, without anyone saying a word. | said frankly, “Sister, through
our readings of the word of Almighty God over these past two days, and through listening to
your fellowship, | firmly believe that Almighty God’s words are the truth, and that Almighty
God is the returned Lord Jesus. However, the things that Wang Ping said aren’t without
reason. After all, she is our leader and she has had faith in the Lord for a long time. She is
well-versed in the Bible and she has always busied herself and expended herself for the
Lord. If the Lord has returned, she ought to be the first to know.” Sister Zhang replied kindly,
saying, “People believe that God’s return should first be revealed to leaders who then tell
believers about it, but is there really any basis in the Lord’s words for this kind of thinking?
Does it conform to the truth and to the facts of God’s work? The Lord Jesus said: ‘My sheep
hear My voice, and | know them, and they follow Me’ (John 10:27). ‘He that has an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches’ (Revelation 2:7). The Lord Jesus clearly
tells us that when He comes, He will surely utter words and express the truth, and that all
who hear God’s voice and then seek and accept it will welcome the Lord’s return and be
raised up before God. Did the Lord say He would enlighten any leader with the knowledge
of His coming when He returns? No, He didn’t. Therefore, this view that people have simply
misleads and confounds people, and if they wait for the Lord to enlighten them in line with
this statement, then they are just waiting passively for the end to come. Let’s look at what it
says in the words of Aimighty God. Aimighty God said: ‘There are even more who believe
that whatever the new work of God might be, it has to be substantiated by prophecies,
and that in each stage of such work, all those who follow Him with a “true” heart must
also be shown revelations; if not, such work could not be the work of God. It is already
no easy task for man to come to know God. Taken in addition to man’s absurd heart
and his rebellious nature of self-importance and self-conceit, it becomes all the more
difficult for him to accept God’s new work. Man neither gives careful consideration to

the new work of God, nor accepts it with humility; instead, he adopts an attitude of
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contempt as he awaits revelations and guidance from God. Is this not the behavior of
those who rebel against and resist God? How can such people gain God’s approval?’
(“How Can Man Who Has Delimited God in His Conceptions Receive the Revelations of
God?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). From God’s words we realize that, in the matter
of the coming of the Lord, if people blindly hold to their own conceptions and imaginings and
do not seek the truth or focus on hearing God'’s voice, but instead merely wait for God to
enlighten them, then they will never be able to welcome the return of the Lord. Only those
who take care to listen to God’s voice are able to welcome the appearance of the Lord. In
fact, not even one out of the people who followed the Lord Jesus in the Age of Grace was
enlightened by God prior to following Jesus. They heard someone else bear witness to the
Lord Jesus, or they heard the Lord speak or give a sermon, and they followed Him only after
recognizing the voice of the Lord. Although Peter gained the enlightenment of God and
recognized the Lord Jesus to be Christ and to be the Son of God, that only happened after
he had followed the Lord Jesus for a time; only after he came to have some knowledge of
the Lord from His words and work did he gain the enlightenment and illumination of the Holy
Spirit—this is a fact. Now in the last days, the incarnate Almighty God expresses the truth,
and does the work of judging, purifying and saving mankind. Many people accept and follow
Almighty God, but there is not one among them who gained the enlightenment of God prior
to following Him. God is righteous and He certainly does not favor anyone. God takes joy in
kind-hearted people who thirst to seek out the truth. It’s just as the Lord Jesus said: ‘Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled’
(Matthew 5:6). ‘Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God’ (Matthew 5:8).
Almighty God also said: ‘God seeks those who long for Him to appear. He seeks those
who are able to hear His words, those who have not forgotten His commission and
offer up their hearts and bodies to Him. He seeks those who are as obedient as babes
before Him and do not resist Him’ (“God Presides Over the Fate of All Mankind” in The
Word Appears in the Flesh). This allows us to see that, so long as man loves the truth and
thirsts for the truth, regardless of whether or not he has any status, regardless of how much
he understands the Bible, God will enlighten and guide him, and He will allow man to hear
His voice and witness His appearance. If those who serve as leaders think that God must
first enlighten them when He returns, then this shows that they do not have any

understanding of the work of God and they do not know God’s righteous disposition. It also
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reveals them to be very arrogant. It is said in the word of Almighty God: ‘And so | say that
those who claim to “fully understand” God and His work are an inept lot; they are all
overweening and ignorant. Man should not define the work of God; moreover, man
cannot define the work of God. In the eyes of God, man is as insignificant as an ant;
so how can man fathom God’s work? Those who like to spout, “God does not work
in this or that way,” or “God is like this or that”—are they not speaking arrogantly?’
(Preface to The Word Appears in the Flesh). God’s almightiness and wisdom are
unfathomably profound. People are just tiny creations. Our minds and our thoughts are
limited, so how could we fathom the work of the Creator? So, as we wait for the Lord to
return, we ought to keep reverence for God in our hearts and search and investigate
carefully. We ought not to use our own conceptions and imaginations to confine God and
judge God arbitrarily, for this will offend God'’s disposition, and it will also ruin our chances
to attain true salvation.”

After hearing God'’s word, | understood that we are so insignificant in the presence of
God, more insignificant even than an ant. Furthermore, we have been corrupted by Satan
to the point that we are full of the corrupt disposition of arrogance and conceit. We love to
always rely on our imaginations and conceptions to confine God, and whenever God’s work
does not conform to our conceptions, we even deny God, condemn God and resist God.
Apparently, if man does not understand the truth and does not have a single speck of
reverence for God in his heart, then he will dare to do whatever he wants. It's so dangerous!
This made me remember that the Lord Jesus once said: “| thank You, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because You have hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
have revealed them to babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Your sight”
(Matthew 11:25-26). It wasn’t until today that | saw that this really is how things are! The
revelation of God’s word and Sister Zhang’s fellowship allowed me to recognize that this
idea that “leaders ought to be the first ones to be enlightened to the knowledge of the Lord’s
coming when He returns” is false and absurd, it simply does not conform to the truth, and it
totally hails from the conceptions and imaginings of man. In reality, only those who thirst for
the truth and seek the voice of God will have the opportunity to receive God’s work and His
guidance and be brought before God. This gave me a new understanding of God’s fairness
and righteousness. Thanks be to God!

Early in the morning on the third day, after Sister Zhang and Sister Mu had left, my
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fellow Brother Guan, a co-worker from the upper echelons of our church, came to me and
asked: “Brother Zhao, | heard that you both now believe in Eastern Lightning?” | told him
earnestly, “Yes, I've accepted Almighty God’s work in the last days, because through the
words of Almighty God | have come to understand many truths that | previously didn’t
understand, such as the mysteries of His three stages of work and the significance of the
incarnation of God. | see that the words of Almighty God are ‘what the Spirit says to the
churches’ as prophesied in the Book of Revelation.” Brother Guan glanced over at me and
said, “Brother Zhao, are you really going to follow what these people believe? Do you know
what kind of people they are?” | said, “I see that they all have a great human nature and that
they fellowship about the truth very clearly. Everything they discuss has to do with the truths
of God’s work. | truly have gained a lot these past two days.” Brother Guan said to me angrily,
“‘How can you be so stubborn? Hebrews 6:6-8 tell us: ‘If they shall fall away, to renew them
again to repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him
to an open shame. For the earth which drinks in the rain that comes oft on it, and brings
forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receives blessing from God: But that which
bears thorns and briers is rejected, and is near to cursing; whose end is to be burned.’ You
are a preacher, you enjoy so much of the Lord’s grace, but not only are you not leading
brothers and sisters to believe in the Lord, but instead you are leading them to leave our
church. Aren’t you afraid of being punished? If you do not turn back, you will lose the Lord’s
protection, and you will not live a happy life. Your previous sicknesses will recur, and your
two children will not have good jobs....”

After brother Guan left, | felt a little nervous, and | thought to myself: The things he said
seem to have some reason to them, so what should | do just in case my faith in Aimighty
God causes me to lose the Lord’s grace? When | thought about this, | felt my heart grow
weak, so | hurriedly got down on my knees and prayed to God: “Almighty God! Brother
Guan’s words have made me feel a bit weak. God! Are the things he said actually true or
not? | really don’t know what to do now....” As | was praying to God, my wife came back,
and | told her about what had just happened. After hearing this, she said nervously, “Is that
really what he said?” | nodded my head, and my wife said worriedly, “He has been a major
leader who has believed in the Lord for many years, and he’s well-versed in the Bible. | don’t
think he would tell lies. If it's really going to be like what he says, then what should we do?”

Just then, | suddenly thought of the truth of God’s three stages of work that Sister Zhang
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and Sister Mu had fellowshiped about: God’s work for the salvation of mankind is divided
into three stages, but all three stages of work are carried out by one God. As | thought about
this, it suddenly became clear to me, and | blurted out to my wife: “What Brother Guan said
doesn’t seem right. He said that by accepting God'’s work in the last days we are leaving the
way of the Lord and betraying the Lord Jesus, but the words of Almighty God that we have
been reading these last few days are truly God’s voice and Almighty God is the returned
Lord Jesus. By following Almighty God, we are actually following the footsteps of the Lamb.
We are the ones who are the wise virgins. Why would the Lord punish us? ...” We were in
the middle of fellowshiping about this when Sister Zhang and Sister Mu came in ...

My wife told the sisters what Brother Guan had said when he came to our house, and
Sister Zhang asked me how | felt about this whole thing. So | told the sisters about the
weakness that | had felt and about the understanding that | had just reached. Sister Zhang
smiled, saying, “Thanks be to God! This is such a pure understanding, and this is God’s
enlightenment and guidance!” My wife asked, confused, “Since we haven’t gone astray, why
is Brother Guan saying those things? He is a major leader who has believed in the Lord for
many years!” | looked at my wife and said: “He just wants us to come back to our former
church!” Sister Zhang smiled and said, “Right now, all that we can see is their outward
appearance, but we haven’t looked into the substance of their nature! The Lord Jesus once
said: ‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men: for you neither go in yourselves, neither suffer you them that
are entering to go in’ (Matthew 23:13). ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for you are like to white washed sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward,
but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness’ (Matthew 23:27).
Judging by their outward appearance, the Pharisees were very loyal in their service to God.
In people’s minds, the Pharisees were devout servants to God, and they were the most
trustworthy of religious leaders. However, when the Lord Jesus came to carry out His work,
the God-resisting nature of the Pharisees was revealed. It was these Pharisees who
frantically resisted and condemned the work of the Lord Jesus. They fabricated all kinds of
rumors and bore false witness to deceive the common people. They said that the Lord Jesus
had cast out demons through Beelzebub, the prince of the demons. And once the Lord Jesus
was resurrected three days after being nailed to the cross, they bribed soldiers to spread

rumors about the Lord Jesus’ body being stolen away by His disciples, among other things.
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The Pharisees fabricated all kinds of lies and used all the tricks at their disposal to block
people from seeking out and investigating the true way. Their goal was to ban the work of
God so that they could forever hold dominion over God’s chosen people. Although they
appeared devout on the outside, in essence they were antichrists who hated the truth and
who stood as enemies to God. The Lord Jesus said when He exposed and condemned
them: ‘You serpents, you generation of vipers, how can you escape the damnation of
hell?’ (Matthew 23:33). So now, let’s think about it: Are these religious leaders of today any
different from the Pharisees?” The sisters then asked me to read a passage of Almighty
God’s words: “There are those who read the Bible in grand churches and recite it all
day long, yet not one among them understands the purpose of God’s work. Not one
among them is able to know God; still less can any one among them accord with
God'’s will. They are all worthless, vile people, each standing on high to lecture God.
They willfully oppose God even as they carry His banner. Claiming faith in God, still
they eat the flesh and drink the blood of man. All such people are devils that devour
the soul of man, demons that deliberately get in the way of those trying to step onto
the right path, and stumbling blocks impeding those who seek God. They may appear
of ‘sound constitution,” but how are their followers to know that they are none other
than antichrists who lead people to stand against God? How are their followers to
know that they are living devils dedicated to the devouring of human souls?” (“All
People Who Do Not Know God Are People Who Oppose God” in The Word Appears in the
Flesh). The sisters gave us a detailed fellowship according to these words of God, dissecting
all the actions of religious leaders along with the substance of their nature, until finally | came
to realize that they persistently disturb and obstruct us from believing in Aimighty God, and
even threaten and intimidate us, not in order to protect us, but rather so that they can hold
dominion over God’s chosen people, so that we worship and enshrine them as if they were
God. So actually, they are just like the Pharisees. They all are antichrists who hate the truth
and resist God. God has come to save us, but they think up every possible method to stop
us from accepting God’s work and to stop us from reading God’s words. Aren’t they pulling
us down into hell by doing this? They truly are so malicious! If it weren’t for AlImighty God’s
words revealing the substance of how these people resist God and fight with God over man,
then | would have nearly fallen for their tricks, ruining my own chance of attaining true

salvation. Just then, my wife said in astonishment, “It turns out that they are here to do harm

170



to us! These people really won’t quit until they’ve dragged us down into hell! | will no longer
believe what they say.”

Sister Mu then read us another passage of God’s words: “In every step of work that
God does within people, externally it appears to be interactions between people, as if
born of human arrangements or from human interference. But behind the scenes,
every step of work, and everything that happens, is a wager made by Satan before
God, and requires people to stand firm in their testimony to God. Take when Job was
tried, for example: Behind the scenes, Satan was making a bet with God, and what
happened to Job was the deeds of men and the interference of men. Behind every
step of work that God does in you is Satan’s wager with God—behind it all is a battle”
(“Only Loving God Is Truly Believing in God” in The Word Appears in the Flesh). Then Sister
Zhang started fellowshiping: “Through God’s words we can see that, whatever happens to
us, though from the outside it may appear to be done by man, in reality it is Satan making a
wager with God behind the scenes. It’s just like when Job was tempted by Satan. His wife
asked him to abandon Jehovah, but Job was able to see through Satan’s trickery. He relied
on his faith in God and he stood witness for God, and Job reprimanded his wife for being an
ignorant and stubborn woman. Job’s experiences inform us that, for everyone that God
wants to save, Satan will always frantically tempt and disturb them and pull out all the tricks
at its disposal to attack them so that they forsake God and betray God, and ultimately lose
their chance to attain true salvation. Since Satan wants to control and devour man forever,
it really doesn’t want man to attain God’s salvation.” Sister Mu also fellowshiped: “It’s true.
Time and time again, Satan uses leaders to attack us and intimidate us, with the goal of
making us deny God, betray God and abandon the true way. This is the trickery of Satan.
We must be able to clearly see this fight that is going on in the spiritual world.” After listening
to the fellowship of these two sisters, | mulled things over for a while, and then said, “So
Satan is making a wager with God, and it is through the things that leaders say that Satan
attacks us where we’re weak, and it wants us to abandon the true way and leave God
because of our cowardliness! Satan truly is treacherous!” Then my wife also said, “Satan is
so repulsive! If we didn’t listen to God’s words and your fellowship, then how could we have
known that this was one of Satan’s schemes?” | said with delight, “Now that we understand
these things, we need to rely on God to break through Satan’s tight encirclement, stand

witness for God, and shame Satan with our practical actions!” Sister Zhang then said
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cheerfully, “Brother, sister, from now on let's come together more often to fellowship about
the word of God. Only in this way can we equip ourselves with more of the truth so that we
can someday soon be certain about God’s work in the last days and lay down a foundation
in the true way, and then we will no longer be deceived by all manner of Satan’s rumors and
outright lies.” | said, “Great! It would be great if you could come fellowship with us more
often.” Sister Mu smiled and said, “Then that’s what we’ll do.”

Early in the morning a few days later, | got out of bed and looked out the window to see
that there had been a big snowfall, and | started unconsciously rubbing my hands together.
Then, | put on a wool cap and cotton gloves and went into the courtyard to sweep the snow.
When | had finished, | went back inside and opened the top of the stove to stoke up the fire
while my wife was tidying up the house. At this time my wife’s older brother and his wife
came in, and as soon as my sister-in-law came in, she said in an anxious voice, “Leader
Wang and Co-worker Guan came here and spoke so much to you, how could you not listen
to them? They specifically asked us to come here today to try to persuade you once again.
Do not believe in Eastern Lightning anymore. It is our leaders who take responsibility for our
lives!” After hearing her say this, | said firmly, “If they truly take responsibility for our lives,
then they ought to lead us to study Almighty God’s work in the last days and welcome the
Lord’s return!” My wife then said bluntly, “They’re not doing this for our sake. They fear that
if we all believe in Aimighty God then there will be no one left to listen to them.” My sister-in-
law became somewhat irritated upon hearing this and said, “How can you both say such
things? They haven’t asked you to do anything else. Don’t they just want you to return to the
church? Listen to me. Do you think | could mean you harm when our two families are so
close?” My wife’s brother continued. “Think about how I've treated you over the years. Do
you know how much we’'ve done for you? Do you really have the heart to separate
yourselves from us? Do you not feel guilty?” After hearing the two of them say these things,
| felt very upset, and | thought to myself: “They really have helped us a lot, and now they
see that we are insisting on following Almighty God. Surely, they feel deeply hurt, but what
can be done? They may ask me to abandon the true way and to betray God but | cannot
possibly do that, for | know that Aimighty God is the returned Lord Jesus. But if | insist on
believing in Almighty God, then what will they think of me? Will they say that | am
ungrateful?” | felt upset just then, like my heart was being pulled in two different directions.

| prayed to God in silence, asking Him to give me a way out. Suddenly, | thought about these
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words of God: “Everything that happens to people happens when God needs them to
stand firm in their testimony to Him” (“Only Loving God Is Truly Believing in God” in The
Word Appears in the Flesh). Then | thought back on the words that Sister Zhang and Sister
Mu had fellowshiped with me a few days before: Everything that happens to you relates to
the fight that is being waged in the spiritual world, and it is Satan making a wager with God.
| was thinking, “Today my wife’s brother and my sister-in-law tried to use our kinship to urge
us to betray God and return to religion, but this is one of Satan’s tricks. If | were to betray
God in order to protect my private feelings, then that would truly be ungrateful and would
show that | lack conscience. If | don’t want to let my brother-in-law down, then | should share
with them God’s gospel of the last days so that they too will have an opportunity to attain
God’s salvation. This is the only way to show the compassion that | ought to possess.” As |
thought about this my heart suddenly filled with light, and | said: “Brother, sister-in-law, |
know that you two have been good to me, and it’'s because of this that | need to tell you that
Almighty God really is the returned Lord Jesus. Only by following Almighty God’s work in the
last days will we be able to attain God’s salvation! Otherwise, our faith in the Lord all these
years will have been in vain, and we will gain nothing! Here, let me read to you a passage
of God’s words, and after hearing it you will know whether or not these words are the truth,
and whether or not they are God’s utterances.” | picked up my book of God’s words and was
just about to start reading from it when my sister-in-law instantly stood up and said unhappily,
“We came here today to try to persuade you, but instead of changing your minds, you even
try to spread this gospel to us, but we will not listen to you.” After saying this, she grabbed
her husband and stormed out in anger.

| followed them out into the courtyard until | got to the entryway, but | saw that they had
already gotten quite far away. Feeling helpless, | stood there shaking my head. It was at this
time that | saw that the weather had cleared up, and that a warm light was shining upon a
pine tree outside of the courtyard. The snow that had accumulated on the pine tree started
to melt, as if at that very moment the tree had just undergone a baptism. In contrast to the
snow-covered ground, the straight and tall tree appeared especially verdant. | felt very happy,
as if, like the pine tree, | had also experienced a baptism of wind and snow, and had grown
from the nourishment of the sunshine. | knew that it was God’s words that had led me to

break through this tight encirclement and stand witness for Him. Thanks be to Almighty God!
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18. The Word of God Guides Me Through the Snares
By Tian’na, Hong Kong

Paging through the article of God’s words, “Did You Know? God Has Done a Great
Thing Among Men,” | cannot help but recall my experience two years ago of breaking free
from the binds of rumors and returning before God.

My family and | all live in Hong Kong. My father-in-law and brother-in-law (my husband’s
younger brother) both believe in the Lord Jesus. My brother-in-law is a pastor in a church,
so brothers and sisters from the church would often come to our home to visit where they
would pray together and sing hymns in praise of the Lord. And then in December 2014, a
good friend of mine told me that she also believed in the Lord. Influenced by my family and
friends, | became somewhat interested in faith in the Lord. | met Sister Peipei, another
church member, one day not long afterward. She was easygoing and friendly. She was very
happy when she found out that some of my family and friends believed in the Lord and
invited me to visit her home, where she introduced me to Sister Chen Hui. Over the course
of several gatherings, Sister Chen shared with me truths regarding God creating all things
and His sovereignty over everything as well as the origin of Satan, etcetera. The things she
told me really drew me in and left me feeling extremely happy. | really liked to listen to them
share their experiences and understanding of faith, and really wanted to share this
happiness with others. One day, unable to contain myself, | shared my desire to become a
believer with my family. The news quickly spread to my brother-in-law; he called and asked
why | suddenly believed in God and also said, “There’s a church called Eastern Lightning,
and they’re all over the place bearing witness that the Lord Jesus has already returned.
They’ve stolen a lot of dedicated seekers from every denomination. Don’t be too casual
about it; don’t have anything to do with them.” He then questioned me again and again as
to whether the people sharing the gospel with me had given me a book, and repeatedly
exhorted me to be especially careful about anything faith-related. My brother-in-law’s words
kept going around and around in my head, leaving me feeling distraught. On the one hand,
my brother-in-law opposed me finding a different church, but on the other hand, | really
enjoyed what Sister Chen had to say about believing in God. | felt stuck between a rock and

a hard place, and had no idea if | should continue to stay in touch with Sister Chen.
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So, | started to look online for some pastors’ sermons to listen to. | saw a lot of
information online about Eastern Lightning, but | didn’t pay much attention to it; | was wholly
focused on finding good sermons. | listened to and compared a lot of them and in the end, |
still thought that Sister Chen’s sermons were best, because she shared more about bearing
witness to God, and listening to them gave me a 