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A. God Incarnate of the Last Days Appearing and Working
as the Son of Man

1. The Lord Jesus Himself prophesied that God would incarnate in the last
days and appear as the Son of man to work

Bible Verses for Reference:

“‘Be you therefore ready also: for the Son of man comes at an hour when
you think not” (Luk 12:40).

“‘But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be” (Mat 24:37).

‘For as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even to the west;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (Mat 24:27).

“For as the lightning, that lightens out of the one part under heaven, shines
to the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be in His day. But
first must He suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation” (Luk 17:24—
25).

“And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom comes; go
you out to meet him” (Mat 25:6).

“‘Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open
the door, | will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me” (Rev 3:20).

“‘And | turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And being turned, | saw
seven golden candlesticks; And in the middle of the seven candlesticks one
like to the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about
the breasts with a golden girdle. His head and His hairs were white like wool,
as white as snow; and His eyes were as a flame of fire; And His feet like to fine
brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and His voice as the sound of many
waters. And He had in His right hand seven stars: and out of His mouth went a
sharp two edged sword: and His countenance was as the sun shines in its
strength” (Rev 1:12-16).



Relevant Words of God:

Jesus said that He would arrive as He had departed, but do you know the true
meaning of His words? Can it be that He told this group of you? All you know is that
He will arrive as He left, riding on a cloud, but do you know exactly how God Himself
does His work? If you were truly able to see, then how are the words that Jesus spoke
to be explained? He said: When the Son of man comes in the last days, He Himself
will not know, the angels will not know, the messengers in heaven will not know, and
all humanity will not know. Only the Father will know, that is, only the Spirit shall know.
Even the Son of man Himself does not know, yet you are able to see and know? If
you were capable of knowing and seeing with your own eyes, wouldn’t these words
have been spoken in vain? And what did Jesus say at the time? “But of that day and
hour knows no man, not the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but My Father only. But
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. ... Therefore
be you also ready: for in such an hour as you think not the Son of man comes.” When
that day comes, the Son of man Himself will not know it. The Son of man refers to
the incarnate flesh of God, a normal and ordinary person. Even the Son of man
Himself does not know, so how could you know?

Excerpted from “The Vision of God’s Work (3)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

“He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” Have you
now heard the words of the Holy Spirit? The words of God have come upon you. Do
you hear them? God does the work of words in the last days, and such words are
those of the Holy Spirit, for God is the Holy Spirit and can also become flesh;
therefore, the words of the Holy Spirit, as spoken of in the past, are the words of God
incarnate today. There are many absurd people who believe that since it is the Holy
Spirit talking, His voice should speak from the heavens for people to hear. Anyone
who thinks this way does not know the work of God. In truth, the utterances spoken
by the Holy Spirit are those spoken by God become flesh. The Holy Spirit cannot
speak directly to man; even in the Age of Law, Jehovah did not speak directly to the
people. Would it not be far less likely that He would do so in this age today? For God
to speak utterances to carry out work, He must become flesh; otherwise, His work

would not be able to accomplish its goals. Those who deny God incarnate are those

5



who do not know the Spirit or the principles by which God works.
Excerpted from “How Can Man Who Has Delimited God in His Conceptions Receive the

Revelations of God?” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

For several millennia, man has longed to be able to witness the arrival of the
Savior. Man has longed to behold Jesus the Savior riding a white cloud as He
descends, in person, among those who have pined and yearned for Him for
thousands of years. Man has also longed for the Savior to return and be reunited with
them; that is, longed for Jesus the Savior, who has been separated from people for
thousands of years, to come back, and to once again carry out the work of redemption
that He did among the Jews, to be compassionate and loving toward man, to forgive
the sins of man and bear the sins of man, and even bear all of man’s transgressions
and deliver man from sin. What man longs for is for Jesus the Savior to be the same
as before—a Savior who is lovable, kind, and venerable, who is never wrathful toward
man, and who never reproaches man, but who forgives and takes on all of man’s
sins, and who will even, as before, die upon the cross for man. Since Jesus departed,
the disciples who followed Him, as well as all of the saints who were saved in His
name, have been desperately pining for Him and awaiting Him. All those who were
saved by the grace of Jesus Christ during the Age of Grace have been longing for
that exultant day in the end time when Jesus the Savior descends on a white cloud
to appear before all people. Of course, this is also the collective wish of all those who
accept the name of Jesus the Savior today. Everyone in the universe who knows of
the salvation of Jesus the Savior has been desperately yearning for Jesus Christ to
suddenly arrive to fulfill what Jesus said while on earth: “I shall arrive just as |
departed.” Man believes that, following the crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus went
back to heaven upon a white cloud to take His place at the Most High'’s right hand. In
like manner, Jesus shall descend again upon a white cloud (this cloud refers to the
cloud that Jesus rode upon when He returned to heaven), among those who have
desperately yearned for Him for thousands of years, and He shall bear the image and
wear the clothing of the Jews. After appearing to man, He shall bestow food upon
them, and cause living water to gush forth for them, and shall live among man, full of

grace and full of love, vivid and real. All such notions are what people believe. Yet
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Jesus the Savior did not do this; He did the opposite of what man conceived. He did
not arrive among those who had yearned for His return, and He did not appear to all
people while riding upon the white cloud. He has already arrived, but man does not
know Him, and remains ignorant of Him. Man is merely awaiting Him aimlessly,
unaware that He has already descended upon a “white cloud” (the cloud which is His
Spirit, His words, His entire disposition and all that He is), and is now among a group
of overcomers that He will make during the last days.

Excerpted from “The Savior Has Already Returned Upon a ‘White Cloud™

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

Those who are able to obey the truth and submit to the work of God shall be
claimed under the name of the second incarnate God—the Almighty. They will be
able to accept God'’s personal guidance, gaining more and higher truths, as well as
real life. They shall behold the vision that people of the past have never seen: “And |
turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And being turned, | saw seven golden
candlesticks; And in the middle of the seven candlesticks one like to the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the breasts with a golden
girdle. His head and His hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and His eyes
were as a flame of fire; And His feet like to fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace;
and His voice as the sound of many waters. And He had in His right hand seven
stars: and out of His mouth went a sharp two edged sword: and His countenance
was as the sun shines in its strength” (Revelation 1:12—16). This vision is the
expression of God’s entire disposition, and the expression of His entire disposition is
also the expression of the work of God in His present incarnation. In the torrents of
chastisements and judgments, the Son of man expresses His inherent disposition by
means of utterances, allowing all those who accept His chastisement and judgment
to see the true face of the Son of man, which is a faithful depiction of the face of the
Son of man seen by John. (Of course, all of this will be invisible to those who do not
accept the work of God in the Age of Kingdom.)

Excerpted from Preface to The Word Appears in the Flesh

| tell you, those who believe in God because of the signs are surely the category
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that shall suffer destruction. Those who are incapable of accepting the words of Jesus
who has returned to flesh are surely the progeny of hell, the descendants of the
archangel, the category that shall be subjected to everlasting destruction. Many
people may not care what | say, but | still want to tell every so-called saint who follows
Jesus that, when you see Jesus descend from the heaven upon a white cloud with
your own eyes, this will be the public appearance of the Sun of righteousness.
Perhaps that will be a time of great excitement for you, yet you should know that the
time when you witness Jesus descend from the heaven is also the time when you go
down to hell to be punished. It will herald the end of God’s management plan, and
will be when God rewards the good and punishes the wicked. For the judgment of
God will have ended before man sees signs, when there is only the expression of
truth. Those who accept the truth and do not seek signs, and thus have been purified,
shall have returned before the throne of God and entered the Creator’'s embrace.
Only those who persist in the belief that “The Jesus who does not ride upon a white
cloud is a false Christ” shall be subjected to everlasting punishment, for they only
believe in the Jesus who exhibits signs, but do not acknowledge the Jesus who
proclaims severe judgment and releases the true way of life. And so it can only be
that Jesus deals with them when He openly returns upon a white cloud. They are too
stubborn, too confident in themselves, too arrogant. How could such degenerates be
rewarded by Jesus? The return of Jesus is a great salvation for those who are
capable of accepting the truth, but for those who are unable to accept the truth itis a
sign of condemnation. You should choose your own path, and should not blaspheme
against the Holy Spirit and reject the truth. You should not be an ignorant and arrogant
person, but someone who obeys the guidance of the Holy Spirit and longs for and
seeks the truth; only in this way will you benefit.

Excerpted from “By the Time You Behold the Spiritual Body of Jesus, God Will Have Made

Heaven and Earth Anew” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

2. What is the incarnation? What is the essence of the incarnation?
Bible Verses for Reference:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
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was God” (Jhn 1:1).

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelled among us, (and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (Jhn 1:14).

‘l am the way, the truth, and the life” (Jhn 14:6).

“‘Jesus said to him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet have you not
known Me, Philip? he that has seen Me has seen the Father; and how say you
then, Show us the Father? Believe you not that | am in the Father, and the
Father in Me? the words that | speak to you | speak not of Myself: but the Father
that dwells in Me, He does the works. Believe Me that | am in the Father, and
the Father in Me: or else believe Me for the very works’ sake” (Jhn 14:9-11).

‘l and My Father are one” (Jhn 10:30).

Relevant Words of God:

The “incarnation” is God’s appearance in the flesh; God works among created
mankind in the image of the flesh. So for God to be incarnated, He must first be flesh,
flesh with normal humanity; this is the most basic prerequisite. In fact, the implication
of God’s incarnation is that God lives and works in the flesh, that God in His very
essence becomes flesh, becomes a man.

Excerpted from “The Essence of the Flesh Inhabited by God”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The Christ with normal humanity is a flesh in which the Spirit is realized, and is
possessed of normal humanity, normal sense, and human thought. “Being realized”
means God becoming man, the Spirit becoming flesh; to put it more plainly, it is when
God Himself inhabits a flesh with normal humanity, and through it expresses His
divine work—this is what it means to be realized, or incarnated.

Excerpted from “The Essence of the Flesh Inhabited by God”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The significance of incarnation is that an ordinary, normal man performs the work
of God Himself; that is, that God performs His divine work in humanity and thereby

vanquishes Satan. Incarnation means that God’s Spirit becomes a flesh, that is, God
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becomes flesh; the work that the flesh does is the work of the Spirit, which is realized
in the flesh, expressed by the flesh. No one except God’s flesh can fulfill the ministry
of the incarnate God; that is, only God'’s incarnate flesh, this normal humanity—and
no one else—can express the divine work. If, during His first coming, God had not
possessed normal humanity before the age of twenty-nine—if as soon as He was
born He could work miracles, if as soon as He learned to speak He could speak the
language of heaven, if the moment He first set foot upon the earth He could
apprehend all worldly matters, discern every person’s thoughts and intentions—such
a person could not have been called a normal man, and such flesh could not have
been called human flesh. If this were the case with Christ, then the meaning and the
essence of God’s incarnation would be lost. That He possesses normal humanity
proves that He is God incarnated in the flesh; the fact that He undergoes a normal
human growth process further demonstrates that He is a normal flesh; moreover, His
work is sufficient proof that He is God’s Word, God’s Spirit, become flesh. God
becomes flesh because of the needs of His work; in other words, this stage of work
must be done in the flesh, it must be performed in normal humanity. This is the
prerequisite for “the Word become flesh,” for “the Word’s appearance in the flesh,”
and it is the true story behind God’s two incarnations.
Excerpted from “The Essence of the Flesh Inhabited by God”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The implication of God’s incarnation is that God lives and works in the flesh, that
God in His very essence becomes flesh, becomes a man. His incarnate life and work
can be divided into two stages. First is the life He lives before performing His ministry.
He lives in an ordinary human family, in utterly normal humanity, obeying the normal
morals and laws of human life, with normal human needs (food, clothing, sleep,
shelter), normal human weaknesses, and normal human emotions. In other words,
during this first stage He lives in non-divine, completely normal humanity, engaging
in all the normal human activities. The second stage is the life He lives after beginning
to perform His ministry. He still dwells in the ordinary humanity with a normal human
shell, showing no outward sign of the supernatural. Yet He lives purely for the sake

of His ministry, and during this time His normal humanity exists entirely in order to
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sustain the normal work of His divinity, for by then His normal humanity has matured
to the point of being able to perform His ministry. So, the second stage of His life is
to perform His ministry in His normal humanity, when it is a life both of normal
humanity and complete divinity. The reason why, during the first stage of His life, He
lives in completely ordinary humanity is that His humanity is not yet able to maintain
the entirety of the divine work, is not yet mature; only after His humanity grows
mature, becomes capable of shouldering His ministry, can He set about performing
the ministry that He ought to perform. Since He, as flesh, needs to grow and mature,
the first stage of His life is that of normal humanity—while in the second stage,
because His humanity is capable of undertaking His work and performing His
ministry, the life the incarnate God lives during His ministry is one of both humanity
and complete divinity. If, from the moment of His birth, the incarnate God began His
ministry in earnest, performing supernatural signs and wonders, then He would have
no corporeal essence. Therefore, His humanity exists for the sake of His corporeal
essence; there can be no flesh without humanity, and a person without humanity is
not a human being. In this way, the humanity of God’s flesh is an intrinsic property of
God’s incarnate flesh. To say that “when God becomes flesh He is entirely divine,
and not at all human,” is blasphemy, for this statement simply does not exist, and
violate the principle of incarnation. Even after He begins to perform His ministry, He
still lives in His divinity with a human outer shell when He does His work; it is just that
at the time, His humanity serves the sole purpose of allowing His divinity to perform
the work in the normal flesh. So the agent of the work is the divinity inhabiting His
humanity. His divinity, not His humanity, is at work, yet this divinity is hidden within
His humanity; in essence, His work is done by His complete divinity, not by His
humanity. But the performer of the work is His flesh. One could say that He is a man
and also is God, for God becomes a God living in the flesh, with a human shell and
a human essence but also the essence of God. Because He is a man with the
essence of God, He is above all created humans, above any man who can perform
God’s work. And so, among all those with a human shell like His, among all those
who possess humanity, only He is the incarnate God Himself—all others are created
humans. Though they all have humanity, created humans have nothing but humanity,

while God incarnate is different: In His flesh He not only has humanity but, more
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importantly, divinity. His humanity can be seen in the outer appearance of His flesh
and in His everyday life, but His divinity is difficult to perceive. Because His divinity is
expressed only when He has humanity, and is not as supernatural as people imagine
it to be, it is extremely difficult for people to see. Even today, people have the utmost
difficulty fathoming the true essence of the incarnate God. In fact, even after | have
spoken about it at such length, | expect it is still a mystery to most of you. This issue
is very simple: Since God becomes flesh, His essence is a combination of humanity
and divinity. This combination is called God Himself, God Himself on earth.

Excerpted from “The Essence of the Flesh Inhabited by God”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

In the period of time that the Lord Jesus was working, people could see that God
had many human expressions. For example, He could dance, He could attend
weddings, He could commune with people, speak with them, and discuss things with
them. In addition to that, the Lord Jesus also completed a lot of work that represented
His divinity, and of course all of this work was an expression and a revealing of God’s
disposition. During this time, when God’s divinity was realized in an ordinary flesh
that people could see and touch, they no longer felt that He was flickering in and out,
that they could not get close to Him. On the contrary, they could try to grasp the will
of God or understand His divinity through the every movement, the words, and the
work of the Son of man. The incarnate Son of man expressed God'’s divinity through
His humanity and conveyed the will of God to mankind. And through the expression
of God’s will and disposition, He also revealed to people the God that cannot be seen
or touched in the spiritual realm. What people saw was God Himself, tangible and
with flesh and bones. So the incarnate Son of man made things such as God’s own
identity, status, image, disposition, and what He has and is concrete and humanized.
Even though the external appearance of the Son of man had some limitations
regarding the image of God, His essence and what He has and is were entirely able
to represent God’s own identity and status—there were merely some differences in
the form of expression. No matter whether it's the Son of man’s humanity or His
divinity, we cannot deny that He represented God’s own identity and status. During

this time, however, God worked through the flesh, spoke from the perspective of the
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flesh, and stood in front of mankind with the identity and status of the Son of man,
and this gave people the opportunity to encounter and experience the true words and
work of God among mankind. It also allowed people insight into His divinity and His
greatness in the midst of humility, as well as to gain a preliminary understanding and
a preliminary definition of the authenticity and the reality of God. Even though the
work completed by the Lord Jesus, His ways of working, and the perspective from
which He spoke differed from God’s real person in the spiritual realm, everything
about Him truly represented God Himself that humans had never seen before—this
cannot be denied! That is to say, no matter in what form God appears, no matter from
which perspective He speaks, or in what image He faces mankind, God represents
nothing but Himself. He cannot represent any human—He cannot represent any
corrupt human. God is God Himself, and this cannot be denied.

Excerpted from “God’s Work, God’s Disposition, and God Himself III”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

Although the appearance of God incarnate is exactly the same as a human, He
learns human knowledge and speaks human language, and sometimes He even
expresses His ideas through mankind’s means or expressions, the way He sees
humans, the essence of things, and the way corrupt people see mankind and the
essence of things are absolutely not the same. His perspective and the height at
which He stands is something unattainable for a corrupt person. This is because God
is truth, the flesh that He wears also possesses the essence of God, and His thoughts
and that which is expressed by His humanity are also the truth. For corrupt people,
what He expresses in the flesh are provisions of the truth, and of life. These
provisions are not just for one person, but for all of mankind. For any corrupt person,
in his heart there are only those few people who are associated with him. There are
only those several people who he cares about, who he is concerned about. When
disaster is on the horizon he first thinks of his own children, spouse, or parents, and
a more philanthropic person would at most think of some relative or a good friend;
does he think of more? Not ever! Because humans are, after all, humans, and they
can only look at everything from the perspective and from the height of a person.

However, God incarnate is entirely different from a corrupt person. No matter how
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ordinary, how normal, how lowly God'’s incarnate flesh is, or even how much people
look down on Him, His thoughts and His attitude toward mankind are things that no
man could possess, and no man could imitate. He will always observe mankind from
the perspective of divinity, from the height of His position as the Creator. He will
always see mankind through the essence and the mindset of God. He absolutely
cannot see mankind from the height of an average person, and from the perspective
of a corrupt person. When people look at mankind, they look with human vision, and
they use things such as human knowledge and human rules and theories as a
measure. This is within the scope of what people can see with their eyes; it's within
the scope that corrupt people can achieve. When God looks at mankind, He looks
with divine vision, and He uses His essence and what He has and is as a measure.
This scope includes things that people cannot see, and this is where God incarnate
and corrupt humans are entirely different. This difference is determined by humans’
and God’s different essences, and it is these different essences that determine their
identities and positions as well as the perspective and height from which they see
things.
Excerpted from “God’s Work, God’s Disposition, and God Himself III”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The incarnate God is called Christ, and Christ is the flesh donned by the Spirit
of God. This flesh is unlike any man that is of the flesh. This difference is because
Christ is not of flesh and blood; He is the incarnation of the Spirit. He has both a
normal humanity and a complete divinity. His divinity is not possessed by any man.
His normal humanity sustains all His normal activities in the flesh, while His divinity
carries out the work of God Himself. Be it His humanity or divinity, both submit to the
will of the heavenly Father. The substance of Christ is the Spirit, that is, the divinity.
Therefore, His substance is that of God Himself; this substance will not interrupt His
own work, and He could not possibly do anything that destroys His own work, nor
would He ever utter any words that go against His own will. Therefore, the incarnate
God would absolutely never do any work that interrupts His own management. This
is what all people should understand. The essence of the work of the Holy Spirit is to

save man, and is for the sake of God’s own management. Similarly, the work of Christ
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is also to save man, and is for the sake of God'’s will. Given that God becomes flesh,
He realizes His substance within His flesh, such that His flesh is sufficient to
undertake His work. Therefore, all the work of God’s Spirit is replaced by the work of
Christ during the time of incarnation, and at the core of all work throughout the time
of incarnation is the work of Christ. It cannot be commingled with work from any other
age. And since God becomes flesh, He works in the identity of His flesh; since He
comes in the flesh, He then finishes in the flesh the work that He ought to do. Be it
the Spirit of God or be it Christ, both are God Himself, and He does the work that He
ought to do and performs the ministry that He ought to perform.

The very substance of God itself wields authority, but He is able to fully submit
to the authority that comes from Him. Be it the work of the Spirit or the work of the
flesh, neither conflicts with the other. The Spirit of God is the authority over all
creation. The flesh with the substance of God is also possessed of authority, but God
in the flesh can do all the work that obeys the will of the heavenly Father. This cannot
be attained or conceived by any one person. God Himself is authority, but His flesh
can submit to His authority. This is what is implied when it is said that “Christ obeys
the will of God the Father.” God is a Spirit and can do the work of salvation, as can
God become man. At any rate, God Himself does His own work; He neither interrupts
nor interferes, much less does He carry out work that contradicts itself, for the
substance of the work done by the Spirit and the flesh is alike. Be it the Spirit or the
flesh, both work to fulfill one will and to manage the same work. Though the Spirit
and the flesh have two disparate qualities, their substances are the same; both have
the substance of God Himself, and the identity of God Himself. God Himself
possesses no elements of disobedience; His substance is good. He is the expression
of all beauty and goodness, as well as all love. Even in the flesh, God does not do
anything that disobeys God the Father. Even at the expense of sacrificing His life, He
would be whole-heartedly willing to do so, and He would make no other choice. God
possesses no elements of self-righteousness or self-importance, or those of conceit
and arrogance; He possesses no elements of crookedness. Everything that disobeys
God comes from Satan; Satan is the source of all ugliness and wickedness. The
reason that man has qualities similar to those of Satan is because man has been

corrupted and worked on by Satan. Christ has not been corrupted by Satan, hence
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He possesses only the characteristics of God, and none of the characteristics of
Satan. No matter how arduous the work or weak the flesh, God, while He lives in the
flesh, will never do anything that interrupts the work of God Himself, much less
forsake the will of God the Father in disobedience. He would rather suffer pains of
the flesh than betray the will of God the Father; it is just as Jesus said in prayer,
“Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as | will, but as
You will.” People make their own choices, but Christ does not. Though He has the
identity of God Himself, He still seeks the will of God the Father, and fulfills what is
entrusted to Him by God the Father, from the perspective of the flesh. This is
something that man cannot attain to. That which comes from Satan cannot have the
substance of God; it can only have one that disobeys and resists God. It cannot fully
obey God, much less willingly obey the will of God. All men apart from Christ may do
that which resists God, and not a single man can directly undertake the work
entrusted by God; not one is able to regard the management of God as their own
duty to perform. The substance of Christ is submission to the will of God the Father;
disobedience against God is the characteristic of Satan. These two qualities are
incompatible, and any who has the qualities of Satan cannot be called Christ. The
reason that man cannot do the work of God in His stead is because man does not
have any of the substance of God. Man works for God for the sake of man’s personal
interests and future prospects, but Christ works to do the will of God the Father.
Excerpted from “The Substance of Christ Is Obedience to the Will of the Heavenly Father”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The flesh worn by the Spirit of God is God’s own flesh. The Spirit of God is
supreme; He is almighty, holy, and righteous. So likewise, His flesh is also supreme,
almighty, holy, and righteous. Flesh such as that is only able to do that which is
righteous and beneficial to mankind, that which is holy, glorious, and mighty, and is
incapable of doing anything that violates the truth or morality and justice, much less
anything that betrays God’s Spirit. The Spirit of God is holy, and thus His flesh is
incorruptible by Satan; His flesh is of a different essence than the flesh of man. For it
is man, not God, who is corrupted by Satan; Satan could not possibly corrupt the

flesh of God. Thus, despite the fact that man and Christ dwell within the same space,
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it is only man who is occupied, used, and entrapped by Satan. By contrast, Christ is
eternally impervious to Satan’s corruption, because Satan will never be capable of
ascending to the place of the most high, and will never be able to draw near to God.

Excerpted from “A Very Serious Problem: Betrayal (2)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

God can save corrupt man from the influence of Satan, but this work cannot be
directly accomplished by the Spirit of God; rather, it can only be done by the flesh
God’s Spirit wears, by God'’s incarnate flesh. This flesh is man and also God, is a
man possessed of normal humanity and also God possessed of full divinity. And so,
even though this flesh is not the Spirit of God, and differs greatly from the Spirit, it is
still the incarnate God Himself who saves man, who is the Spirit and also the flesh.
No matter what He is called by, ultimately it is still God Himself who saves mankind.
For the Spirit of God is indivisible from the flesh, and the work of the flesh is also the
work of the Spirit of God; it is just that this work is not done using the identity of the
Spirit, but is done using the identity of the flesh.

Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

3. What are the differences between the work of God incarnate and the
work of the Spirit?

Bible Verses for Reference:

“And he said, | beseech You, show me Your glory. And He said, | will make all
My goodness pass before you, and | will proclaim the name of Jehovah before
you; and will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom | will show mercy. And He said, You can not see My face: for there shall
no man see Me, and live” (Exo 33:18-20).

“And Jehovah came down on mount Sinai, on the top of the mount: and Jehovah
called Moses up to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. And Jehovah said to
Moses, Go down, charge the people, lest they break through to Jehovah to
gaze, and many of them perish. And let the priests also, which come near to

Jehovah, sanctify themselves, lest Jehovah break forth on them” (Exo 19:20-
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22).

“‘And all the people saw the thunder, and the lightning, and the noise of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and
stood afar off. And they said to Moses, Speak you with us, and we will hear: but let
not God speak with us, lest we die” (Exo 20:18-19).

“Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, | have both glorified it, and
will glorify it again. The people therefore, that stood by, and heard it, said that it
thundered: others said, An angel spoke to Him” (Jhn 12:28-29).

Relevant Words of God:

God’s saving of man is not done directly using the method of the Spirit and the
identity of the Spirit, for His Spirit can neither be touched nor seen by man, neither
can man draw near. If He tried to save man directly using the perspective of the Spirit,
man would be unable to receive His salvation. If God did not put on the outward form
of a created man, there would be no way for man to receive this salvation. For man
has no way of approaching Him, much as no one was able to go near the cloud of
Jehovah. Only by becoming a created human being, that is, only by putting His word
into the body of flesh that He is about to become, can He personally work the word
into all who follow Him. Only then can man personally see and hear His word, and
moreover enter into possession of His word, and by this means come to be fully
saved. If God did not become flesh, no man of flesh and blood would be able to
receive such great salvation, nor would a single man be saved. If the Spirit of God
worked directly in the midst of mankind, all humanity would be struck down, or else,
with no way of coming into touch with God, they would be completely carried away
captive by Satan.

Excerpted from “The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

Though God’s work in the flesh involves many unimaginable difficulties, the
effects that it ultimately achieves far exceed those of the work done directly by the
Spirit. The work of the flesh entails much hardship, and the flesh cannot possess the
same great identity as the Spirit, cannot carry out the same supernatural deeds as

the Spirit, much less can He possess the same authority as the Spirit. Yet the
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substance of the work done by this unremarkable flesh is far superior to that of the
work done directly by the Spirit, and this flesh Himself is the answer to all of man’s
needs. For those to be saved, the use value of the Spirit is far inferior to that of the
flesh: The work of the Spirit is able to cover the entire universe, across all mountains,
rivers, lakes, and oceans, yet the work of the flesh more effectively relates to every
person with whom He has contact. What’'s more, God’s flesh with tangible form can
better be understood and trusted by man, and can further deepen man’s knowledge
of God, and can leave upon man a more profound impression of the actual deeds of
God. The work of the Spirit is shrouded in mystery, it is difficult for mortal beings to
fathom, and even harder for them to see, and so they can only rely on hollow
imaginings. The work of the flesh, however, is normal, and based on reality, and
possessed of rich wisdom, and is a fact that can be beheld by the physical eye of
man; man can personally experience the wisdom of the work of God, and has no
need to employ his bountiful imagination. This is the accuracy and real value of the
work of God in the flesh. The Spirit can only do things that are invisible to man and
difficult for him to imagine, for example the enlightenment of the Spirit, the moving of
the Spirit, and the guidance of the Spirit, but for man who has a mind, these do not
provide any clear meaning. They only provide a moving, or a broad meaning, and
cannot give an instruction with words. The work of God in the flesh, however, is
greatly different: It has accurate guidance of words, has clear will, and has clear
required goals. And so man does not need to grope around, or employ his
imagination, much less make guesses. This is the clarity of the work in the flesh, and
its great difference from the work of the Spirit. The work of the Spirit is only suitable
for a limited scope, and cannot replace the work of the flesh. The work of the flesh
gives man far more exact and necessary goals and far more real, valuable knowledge
than the work of the Spirit. The work that is of greatest value to corrupt man is that
which provides accurate words, clear goals to pursue, and which can be seen and
touched. Only realistic work and timely guidance are suited to man’s tastes, and only
real work can save man from his corrupt and depraved disposition. This can only be
achieved by the incarnate God; only the incarnate God can save man from his
formerly corrupt and depraved disposition. Although the Spirit is the inherent

substance of God, work such as this can only be done by His flesh. If the Spirit worked
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single-handedly, then it would not be possible for His work to be effective—this is a
plain truth.
Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

For everyone who seeks the truth and longs for the appearance of God, the
Spirit’'s work can only provide moving or revelation, and a sense of wondrousness
that it is inexplicable and unimaginable, and a sense that it is great, transcendent,
and admirable, yet also unattainable and unobtainable to all. Man and the Spirit of
God can only look upon each other from afar, as if there is a great distance between
them, and they can never be alike, as if separated by an invisible divide. In fact, this
is an illusion given to man by the Spirit, which is because the Spirit and man are not
of the same kind, and the Spirit and man shall never coexist in the same world, and
because the Spirit possesses nothing of man. So man does not have need of the
Spirit, for the Spirit cannot directly do the work most needed by man. The work of the
flesh offers man real objectives to pursue, clear words, and a sense that He is real
and normal, that He is humble and ordinary. Although man may fear Him, for most
people He is easy to relate to: Man can behold His face, and hear His voice, and
does not need to look at Him from afar. This flesh feels approachable to man, not
distant, or unfathomable, but visible and touchable, for this flesh is in the same world
as man.

Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

When God had not become flesh, people did not understand much of what He
said because it came out of complete divinity. The perspective and context of what
He said was invisible and unreachable to mankind; it was expressed from a spiritual
realm that people could not see. For people who lived in the flesh, they could not
pass through the spiritual realm. But after God became flesh, He spoke to mankind
from the perspective of humanity, and He came out of and surpassed the scope of
the spiritual realm. He could express His divine disposition, will, and attitude, through

things humans could imagine and things they saw and encountered in their lives, and
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using methods that humans could accept, in a language they could understand, and
knowledge they could grasp, to allow mankind to understand and to know God, to
comprehend His intention and His required standards within the scope of their
capacity, to the degree that they were able. This was the method and principle of
God’s work in humanity. Even though God’s ways and His principles of working in the
flesh were mostly achieved by or through humanity, it truly did achieve results that
could not be achieved by working directly in divinity.
Excerpted from “God’s Work, God’s Disposition, and God Himself lII”
in The Word Appears in the Flesh

Now man sees that the work of God incarnate is indeed extraordinary, and there
is much in it that cannot be attained by man; these are mysteries and wonders.
Therefore, many have submitted. Some have never submitted to any man since the
day of their birth, yet when they see the words of God this day, they fully submit
without noticing they have done so, and they do not venture to scrutinize or say
anything else. Humanity has fallen under the word and lies prostrate under the
judgment by the word. If the Spirit of God spoke directly to man, men would all submit
to the voice, falling down without words of revelation, much in the way that Paul fell
to the ground in the light on the road to Damascus. If God continued to work in this
way, man would never be able to come to know his own corruption through judgment
by the word and thereby attain salvation. Only through becoming flesh can He
personally deliver His words into the ears of each and every human being, so that all
who have ears may hear His words and receive His work of judgment by the word.
Only this is the result achieved by His word, rather than the Spirit becoming manifest
to frighten man into submission. It is only through this practical and yet extraordinary
work that the old disposition of man, hidden deep within for many years, can be fully
exposed, so that man may recognize it and have it changed. These things are all the
practical work of God incarnate, in which, speaking and executing judgment in a
practical manner, He achieves the results of judgment upon man by the word. This is
the authority of God incarnate and the significance of God’s incarnation.

Excerpted from “The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh
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Because the one who is judged is man, man who is of the flesh and has been
corrupted, and it is not the spirit of Satan that is judged directly, the work of judgment
is not carried out in the spiritual world, but among man. No one is more suitable, and
qualified, than God in the flesh for the work of judging the corruption of man’s flesh.
If judgment were carried out directly by the Spirit of God, then it would not be all-
embracing. Furthermore, such work would be difficult for man to accept, for the Spirit
is unable to come face-to-face with man, and because of this, the effects would not
be immediate, much less would man be able to behold the unoffendable disposition
of God more clearly. Satan can only be fully defeated if God in the flesh judges the
corruption of mankind. Being the same as man possessed of normal humanity, God
in the flesh can directly judge the unrighteousness of man; this is the mark of His
innate holiness, and of His extraordinariness. Only God is qualified to, and in the
position to judge man, for He is possessed of the truth, and righteousness, and so
He is able to judge man. Those who are without the truth and righteousness are not
fit to judge others. If this work were done by the Spirit of God, then it would not be
victory over Satan. The Spirit is inherently more exalted than mortal beings, and the
Spirit of God is inherently holy, and triumphant over the flesh. If the Spirit did this work
directly, He would not be able to judge all of man’s disobedience, and could not reveal
all of man’s unrighteousness. For the work of judgment is also carried out through
man’s conceptions of God, and man has never had any conceptions of the Spirit, and
so the Spirit is incapable of better revealing the unrighteousness of man, much less
of completely disclosing such unrighteousness. The incarnate God is the enemy of
all those who do not know Him. Through judging man’s conceptions and opposition
to Him, He discloses all the disobedience of mankind. The effects of His work in the
flesh are more apparent than those of the work of the Spirit. And so, the judgment of
all mankind is not carried out directly by the Spirit, but is the work of the incarnate
God. God in the flesh can be seen and touched by man, and God in the flesh can
completely conquer man. In his relationship with God in the flesh, man progresses
from opposition to obedience, from persecution to acceptance, from conception to
knowledge, and from rejection to love. These are the effects of the work of the
incarnate God. Man is only saved through the acceptance of His judgment, only

gradually comes to know Him through the words of His mouth, is conquered by Him
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during his opposition to Him, and receives the life supply from Him during the
acceptance of His chastisement. All of this work is the work of God in the flesh, and
not the work of God in His identity as the Spirit.

Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The best thing about His work in the flesh is that He can leave accurate words
and exhortations, and His specific will for mankind to those who follow Him, so that
afterward His followers can more accurately and more concretely pass on all of His
work in the flesh and His will for the whole of mankind to those who accept this way.
Only the work of God in the flesh among man truly accomplishes the fact of God’s
being and living together with man. Only this work fulfills man’s desire to behold the
face of God, witness the work of God, and hear the personal word of God. The
incarnate God brings to an end the age when only the back of Jehovah appeared to
mankind, and also concludes the age of mankind’s belief in the vague God. In
particular, the work of the last incarnate God brings all mankind into an age that is
more realistic, more practical, and more pleasant. He not only concludes the age of
law and doctrine; more importantly, He reveals to mankind a God who is real and
normal, who is righteous and holy, who unlocks the work of the management plan
and demonstrates the mysteries and destination of mankind, who created mankind
and brings to an end the management work, and who has remained hidden for
thousands of years. He brings the age of vagueness to a complete end, He concludes
the age in which the whole of mankind wished to seek God’s face but was unable to,
He ends the age in which the whole of mankind served Satan, and leads the whole
of mankind all the way into a completely new era. All this is the outcome of the work
of God in the flesh instead of God’s Spirit. When God works in His flesh, those who
follow Him no longer seek and grope after those vague and ambiguous things, and
cease to guess at the will of the vague God. When God spreads His work in the flesh,
those who follow Him shall pass on the work that He has done in the flesh to all
religions and denominations, and they shall communicate all of His words to the ears
of the whole of mankind. All that is heard by those who receive His gospel shall be

the facts of His work, shall be things personally seen and heard by man, and shall be
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facts and not hearsay. These facts are the evidence with which He spreads the work,
and are also the tools that He uses in spreading the work. Without the existence of
facts, His gospel would not spread across all countries and to all places; without facts
but only with man’s imaginations, He would never be able to do the work of
conquering the entire universe. The Spirit is impalpable to man, and invisible to man,
and the work of the Spirit is incapable of leaving any further evidence or facts of God’s
work for man. Man shall never behold the real face of God, and shall always believe
in a vague God that does not exist. Man shall never behold the face of God, nor will
man ever hear words personally spoken by God. Man’s imaginings are, after all,
empty, and cannot replace the true face of God; the inherent disposition of God, and
the work of God Himself cannot be impersonated by man. The invisible God in
heaven and His work can only be brought to earth by God incarnate who personally
does His work among man. This is the most ideal way in which God appears to man,
in which man sees God and comes to know the true face of God, and it cannot be
achieved by a non-incarnate God.

Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

4. Why doesn’t God use man to do His work of judgment in the last days;
why must He incarnate and do it Himself?

Bible Verses for Reference:

“‘For the Father judges no man, but has committed all judgment to the
Son.... And has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is
the Son of man” (Jhn 5:22-27).

Relevant Words of God:

The work of judgment is God’s own work, so it must naturally be carried out by
God Himself; it cannot be done by man in His stead. Because judgment is the use of
the truth to conquer humankind, there is no question that God would still appear in
the incarnate image to perform this work among man. That is to say, in the last days,

Christ shall use the truth to teach people across the world and make all truths known
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to them. This is God’s work of judgment.
Excerpted from “Christ Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

In the last days, Christ uses a variety of truths to teach man, to expose the
essence of man, and to dissect the words and deeds of man. These words comprise
various truths, such as man’s duty, how man should obey God, how man should be
loyal to God, how man ought to live out normal humanity, as well as the wisdom and
the disposition of God, and so on. These words are all directed at the essence of man
and his corrupt disposition. In particular, the words that expose how man spurns God
are spoken in regard to how man is an embodiment of Satan, and an enemy force
against God. In undertaking His work of judgment, God does not simply make clear
the nature of man with a few words; He exposes, deals with, and prunes over the
long term. These methods of exposure, dealing, and pruning cannot be substituted
with ordinary words, but with the truth of which man is utterly bereft. Only methods
such as these can be called judgment; only through judgment of this kind can man
be subdued and thoroughly convinced into submission to God, and moreover gain
true knowledge of God. What the work of judgment brings about is man’s
understanding of the true face of God and the truth about his own rebelliousness.
The work of judgment allows man to gain much understanding of the will of God, of
the purpose of God’s work, and of the mysteries that are incomprehensible to him. It
also allows man to recognize and know his corrupt substance and the roots of his
corruption, as well as to discover the ugliness of man. These effects are all brought
about by the work of judgment, for the substance of this work is actually the work of
opening up the truth, the way, and the life of God to all those who have faith in Him.
This work is the work of judgment done by God.

Excerpted from “Christ Does the Work of Judgment With the Truth”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

My judgment of you today is because of your filth; My chastisement of you today
is because of your corruption and rebelliousness. It is not to display power and

prestige among you or to intentionally bully you, but it is because you who were born
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in a land of filth have been sullied with so much filth. You have simply lost your
integrity, your humanity, and you are no different from swine that were born in the
vilest of places. It is because of these things in you that you are judged and that His
wrath is visited upon you. It is because of these judgments that you have been able
to see that God is the righteous God, that God is the holy God. It is because of His
holiness and righteousness that He has judged you and visited His wrath upon you.
Because He can reveal His righteous disposition when seeing mankind’s
rebelliousness, and because He can reveal His holiness when seeing mankind’s filth,
this is enough to show that He is God Himself who is holy and without taint, but who
also lives in a land of filth. If He were a man who sullies himself along with others and
if He did not have any elements of holiness or a righteous disposition, He would not
be qualified to judge mankind’s unrighteousness or to be the judge of mankind. If
man were to judge man, wouldn't it be like slapping their own face? How could
someone have the right to judge the same kind of person, who is just as filthy as they
are? The only One who can judge all of filthy mankind is the holy God Himself, and
how could man judge man’s sins? How could man be capable of seeing man’s sins,
and how could they be qualified to condemn man? If God didn’t have the right to
judge man’s sins, then how could He be the righteous God Himself? When people’s
corrupt dispositions are revealed, He speaks out to judge them, and only then can
they see that He is holy.

Excerpted from “How the Effects of the Second Step of the Work of Conquest Are Achieved”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

For all of those who live in the flesh, changing their disposition requires goals to
pursue, and knowing God requires witnessing the real deeds and the real face of
God. Both can only be achieved by God’s incarnate flesh, and both can only be
accomplished by the normal and real flesh. This is why the incarnation is necessary,
and why it is needed by all corrupt mankind. Since people are required to know God,
the images of the vague and supernatural Gods must be dispelled from their hearts,
and since they are required to cast off their corrupt disposition, they must first know
their corrupt disposition. If only man does the work so as to dispel the images of the

vague Gods from people’s hearts, then he will fail to achieve the proper effect. The
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images of the vague Gods in people’s hearts cannot be exposed, cast off, or
completely expelled by words alone. In doing so, ultimately it would still not be
possible to dispel these deep-rooted things from people. Only the practical God and
the true image of God can replace these vague and supernatural things to allow
people to gradually know them, and only in this way can the due effect be achieved.
Man recognizes that the God whom he sought in times past is vague and
supernatural. That which can achieve this effect is not the direct leadership of the
Spirit, much less the teachings of a certain individual, but the incarnate God. The
conceptions of man are laid bare when the incarnate God officially does His work,
because the normality and reality of the incarnate God is the antithesis of the vague
and supernatural God in man’s imagination. The original conceptions of man can only
be revealed through their contrast to the incarnate God. Without the comparison to
the incarnate God, the conceptions of man could not be revealed; in other words,
without the contrast of reality the vague things could not be revealed. No one is
capable of using words to do this work, and no one is capable of articulating this work
using words. Only God Himself can do His own work, and no one else can do this
work on His behalf. No matter how rich the language of man is, he is incapable of
articulating the reality and normality of God. Man can only know God more practically,
and can only see Him more clearly, if God personally works among man and
completely shows forth His image and His being. This effect cannot be achieved by
any fleshly man.

Excerpted from “Corrupt Mankind Needs Salvation by the Incarnate God Most of All”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

The work of God’s entire management plan is personally done by God Himself.
The first stage—the creation of the world—was personally done by God Himself, and
if it had not been, then no one would have been capable of creating mankind; the
second stage was the redemption of all mankind, and it was also personally done by
God Himself; the third stage goes without saying: There is an even greater need for
the end of all God’s work to be done by God Himself. The work of redeeming,
conquering, gaining, and perfecting the whole of mankind is all personally carried out

by God Himself. If He did not personally do this work, then His identity could not be
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represented by man, or His work done by man. In order to defeat Satan, in order to
gain mankind, and in order to give man a normal life on earth, He personally leads
man and personally works among man; for the sake of His entire management plan,
and for all of His work, He must personally do this work. If man only believes that
God came to be seen by him and make him happy, then such beliefs hold no value,
they have no significance. Man’s knowledge is too superficial! Only by carrying it out
Himself can God do this work thoroughly and completely. Man is incapable of doing
it on behalf of God. As he does not have God’s identity or His substance, he is
incapable of doing His work, and even if man did, it would not have any effect. The
first time God became flesh was for the sake of redemption, to redeem all mankind
from sin, to make man capable of being cleansed and of being forgiven for his sins.
The work of conquest is also personally done by God among man. If, during this
stage, God were only to speak prophecy, then a prophet or someone gifted could be
found to take His place; if only prophecy were spoken, man could stand in for God.
Yet if man were to personally do the work of God Himself and were to work the life of
man, it would be impossible for him to do this work. It must be personally done by
God Himself: God must personally become flesh to do this work. In the Age of Word,
if only prophecy were spoken, then Isaiah or Elijah the prophet could be found to do
this work, and there would be no need for God Himself to do it personally. Because
the work done in this stage is not merely the speaking of prophecy, and because it is
of greater importance that the work of words is used to conquer man and defeat
Satan, this work cannot be done by man, and must be personally done by God
Himself. In the Age of Law Jehovah did part of God’s work, after which He spoke
some words and did some work through the prophets. That is because man could
stand in for the work of Jehovah, and the seers could foretell things and interpret
some dreams on His behalf. The work done in the beginning was not the work of
directly changing man’s disposition, and was unrelated to the sin of man, and man
was required only to abide by the law. So Jehovah did not become flesh and reveal
Himself to man; instead He spoke directly to Moses and others, made them speak
and work on His behalf, and caused them to work directly among mankind. The first
stage of God’s work was the leadership of man. It was the start of the battle with

Satan, but this battle had yet to officially begin. The official war with Satan began with
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the first incarnation of God, and it has continued right up until today. The first instance
of this war was when God incarnate was nailed to the cross. The crucifixion of God
incarnate defeated Satan, and it was the first successful stage in the war. When God
incarnate begins to directly work the life of man, this is the official start of the work of
regaining man, and because this is the work of changing man’s old disposition, it is
the work of doing battle with Satan. The stage of work done by Jehovah in the
beginning was merely the leadership of man’s life on earth. It was the beginning of
God’s work, and although it had yet to involve any battle, or any major work, it laid
the foundation for the work of the battle to come. Later, the second stage of work
during the Age of Grace involved changing man’s old disposition, which means that
God Himself wrought the life of man. This had to be personally done by God: It
required that God personally become flesh, and if He had not become flesh, no one
else could have replaced Him in this stage of work, for it represented the work of
fighting directly against Satan. If man had done this work on God'’s behalf, when man
stood before Satan, Satan would not have submitted and it would have been
impossible to defeat it. It had to be God incarnate who came to defeat it, for the
substance of God incarnate is still God, He is still the life of man, and He is still the
Creator; whatever happens, His identity and substance will not change. And so, He
put on the flesh and did the work to cause the complete submission of Satan. During
the stage of work of the last days, if man were to do this work and were made to
speak the words directly, then he would be unable to speak them, and if prophecy
were spoken, then it would be incapable of conquering man. By assuming the flesh,
God comes to defeat Satan and cause its complete submission. When He utterly
defeats Satan, fully conquers man, and completely gains man, this stage of work will
be completed and success achieved. In God’s management, man cannot stand in for
God. In particular, the work of leading the age and launching new work is in even
greater need of being personally done by God Himself. Giving man revelation and
providing him with prophecy can be done by man, but if it is work that must be
personally done by God, work of the battle between God Himself and Satan, then
this work cannot be done by man. During the first stage of work, when there was no
battle with Satan, Jehovah personally led the people of Israel using the prophecy

spoken by the prophets. Afterward, the second stage of work was the battle with
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Satan, and God Himself personally became flesh, coming into the flesh, to do this
work. Anything that involves the battle with Satan also involves the incarnation of
God, which means that this battle cannot be waged by man. If man were to do battle,
he would be incapable of defeating Satan. How could he have the strength to fight
against it whilst still under its domain? Man is in the middle: If you lean toward Satan
you belong to Satan, but if you satisfy God you belong to God. Were man to stand in
for God in the work of this battle, would he be able to? If he did, would he not have
perished long ago? Would he not have entered into the netherworld long ago? And
S0, man is unable to replace God in His work, which is to say that man does not have
the substance of God, and if you did battle with Satan you would be incapable of
defeating it. Man can only do some work; he can win some people over, but he cannot
stand in for God in the work of God Himself. How could man do battle with Satan?
Satan would take you captive before you'd even started. Only when God Himself
does battle with Satan and man follows and obeys God upon this basis, can man be
gained by God and escape from the bonds of Satan. What man can achieve with his
own wisdom and abilities is too limited; he is incapable of making man complete, of
leading him, and, moreover, of defeating Satan. Man’s intelligence and wisdom are
unable to thwart the schemes of Satan, so how could man do battle with it?
Excerpted from “Restoring the Proper Life of Man and Taking Him to a Wonderful Destination”

in The Word Appears in the Flesh

5. Why is it said that corrupt mankind is more in need of the salvation of
God become flesh?

Relevant Words of God:

God’s saving of man is not done directly using the method of the Spirit and the
identity of the Spirit, for His Spirit can neither be touched nor seen by man, neither
can man draw near. If He tried to save man directly using the perspective of the Spirit,
man would be unable to receive His salvation. If God did not put on the outward form
of a created man, there would be no way for man to receive this salvation. For man
has no way of approaching Him, much as no one was able to go near the cloud of

Jehovah. Only by becoming a created human being, that is, only by putting His word
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into the body of flesh that He is about to become, can He personally work the word
into all who follow Him. Only then can man personally see and hear His word, and
moreover enter into possession of His word, and by this means come to be fully
saved. If God did not become flesh, no man of flesh and blood would be able to
receive such great salvation, nor would a single man be saved. If the Spirit of God
worked directly in the midst of mankind, all humanity would be struck down, or else,
with no way of coming into touch with God, they would be completely carried away
captive by Satan. The first incarnation was to redeem man from sin, to redeem him
by means of the fleshly body of Jesus, that is, He saved man from the cross, but the
corrupt satanic disposition still remained within man. The second incarnation is no
longer to serve as a sin offering but rather to save fully those who were redeemed
from sin. This is done so that those who have been forgiven may be delivered from
their sins and made fully clean, and by attaining a changed disposition, break free of
Satan’s influence of darkness and return before the throne of God. Only in this way
can man be fully sanctified.

Excerpted from “The Mystery of the Incarnation (4)” in The Word Appears in the Flesh

(Selected Passage of God’s Word)

Corrupt Mankind Is More in Need
of the Salvation of God Become Flesh

God became flesh because the object of His work is not the spirit of Satan, or
any incorporeal thing, but man, who is of the flesh and has been corrupted by Satan.
It is precisely because the flesh of man has been corrupted that God has made fleshly
man the object of His work; moreover, because man is the object of corruption, He
has made man the only object of His work throughout all the stages of His salvation
work. Man is a mortal being, is of flesh and blood, and God is the only One who can
save man. In this way, God must become a flesh that possesses the same attributes
as man in order to do His work, so that His work might achieve better effects. God
must become flesh to do His work precisely because man is of the flesh, and
incapable of overcoming sin or divesting himself of the flesh. Though the substance

and identity of God incarnate differ greatly from the substance and identity of man,
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yet His appearance is identical to that of man, He has the appearance of a normal
person, and leads the life of a normal person, and those who see Him can discern
no difference to a normal person. This normal appearance and normal humanity are
sufficient for Him to do His divine work in normal humanity. His flesh allows Him to
do His work in normal humanity, and helps Him do His work among man, and His
normal humanity, moreover, helps Him carry out the work of salvation among man.
Although His normal humanity has caused much tumult among man, such tumult has
not impacted the normal effects of His work. In short, the work of His normal flesh is
of supreme benefit to man. Though most people do not accept His normal humanity,
His work can still be effective, and these effects are achieved thanks to His normal
humanity. Of this there is no doubt. From His work in the flesh, man gains ten times
or dozens of times more things than the conceptions that exist among man about His
normal humanity, and such conceptions shall all ultimately be swallowed by His work.
And the effect that His work has achieved, which is to say, the knowledge that man
has toward Him, far outnumbers man’s conceptions about Him. There is no way to
imagine or measure the work He does in the flesh, for His flesh is unlike that of any
fleshly man; although the outer shell is identical, the substance is not the same. His
flesh produces many conceptions among man about God, yet His flesh can also allow
man to acquire much knowledge, and can even conquer any man possessed of a
similar outer shell. For He is not merely a man, but is God with the outer shell of a
man, and none can completely fathom or understand Him. An invisible and intangible
God is loved and welcomed by all. If God is just a Spirit that is invisible to man, it is
so easy for man to believe in God. Man can give free rein to his imagination, can
choose whatever image he likes as God’s image to please himself and make himself
feel happy. In this way, man may do whatever his own God most likes and wishes for
him to do, without any scruples. What’s more, man believes that no one is more loyal
and devout than he toward God, and that all others are Gentile dogs, and disloyal to
God. It can be said that this is what is sought by those whose belief in God is vague
and based on doctrine; what they seek is all much the same, with little variation. It is
merely that the images of God in their imaginations are different, yet their substance
is actually the same.

Man is untroubled by his carefree belief in God, and believes in God however he
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pleases. This is one of the “rights and freedoms of man,” which no one can interfere,
for man believes in his own God and not the God of anyone else; it is his own private
property, and almost everyone possesses this kind of private property. Man regards
this property as a precious treasure, but to God there is nothing more lowly or
worthless, for there is no clearer indication of opposition to God than this private
property of man. It is because of the work of God incarnate that God becomes a flesh
who has a tangible form, and who can be seen and touched by man. He is not a
formless Spirit, but a flesh that can be contacted and seen by man. However, most
of the Gods people believe in are fleshless deities that are formless, which are also
of a free form. In this way, the incarnate God has become the enemy of most of those
who believe in God, and those who cannot accept the fact of God’s incarnation have,
similarly, become the adversaries of God. Man is possessed of conceptions not
because of his way of thinking, or because of his rebelliousness, but because of this
private property of man. It is because of this property that most people die, and it is
this vague God that cannot be touched, cannot be seen, and does not exist in fact
that ruins man’s life. Man'’s life is forfeited not by the incarnate God, much less by the
God of heaven, but by the God of man’s own imagining. The only reason that the
incarnate God has come into the flesh is because of the needs of corrupt man. It is
because of the needs of man but not of God, and all His sacrifices and sufferings are
for the sake of mankind, and not for the benefit of God Himself. There are no pros
and cons or rewards for God; He shall not reap some future harvest, but that which
was originally owed to Him. All that He does and sacrifices for mankind is not so that
He might gain great rewards, but purely for the sake of mankind. Though God’s work
in the flesh involves many unimaginable difficulties, the effects that it ultimately
achieves far exceed those of the work done directly by the Spirit. The work of the
flesh entails much hardship, and the flesh cannot possess the same great identity as
the Spirit, cannot carry out the same supernatural deeds as the Spirit, much less can
He possess the same authority as the Spirit. Yet the substance of the work done by
this unremarkable flesh is far superior to that of the work done directly by the Spirit,
and this flesh Himself is the answer to all of man’s needs. For those to be saved, the
use value of the Spirit is far inferior to that of the flesh: The work of the Spirit is able

to cover the entire universe, across all mountains, rivers, lakes, and oceans, yet the
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work of the flesh more effectively relates to every person with whom He has contact.
What's more, God’s flesh with tangible form can better be understood and trusted by
man, and can further deepen man’s knowledge of God, and can leave upon man a
more profound impression of the actual deeds of God. The work of the Spirit is
shrouded in mystery, it is difficult for mortal beings to fathom, and even harder for
them to see, and so they can only rely on hollow imaginings. The work of the flesh,
however, is normal, and based on reality, and possessed of rich wisdom, and is a fact
that can be beheld by the physical eye of man; man can personally experience the
wisdom of the work of God, and has no need to employ his bountiful imagination.
This is the accuracy and real value of the work of God in the flesh. The Spirit can only
do things that are invisible to man and difficult for him to imagine, for example the
enlightenment of the Spirit, the moving of the Spirit, and the guidance of the Spirit,
but for man who has a mind, these do not provide any clear meaning. They only
provide a moving, or a broad meaning, and cannot give an instruction with words.
The work of God in the flesh, however, is greatly different: It has accurate guidance
of words, has clear will, and has clear required goals. And so man does not need to
grope around, or employ his imagination, much less make guesses. This is the clarity
of the work in the flesh, and its great difference from the work of the Spirit. The work
of the Spirit is only suitable for a limited scope, and cannot replace the work of the
flesh. The work of the flesh gives man far more exact and necessary goals and far
more real, valuable knowledge than the work of the Spirit. The work that is of greatest
value to corrupt man is that which provides accurate words, clear goals to pursue,
and which can be seen and touched. Only realistic work and timely guidance are
suited to man’s tastes, and only real work can save man from his corrupt and
depraved disposition. This can only be achieved by the incarnate God; only the
incarnate God can save man from his formerly corrupt and depraved disposition.
Although the Spirit is the inherent substance of God, work such as this can only be
done by His flesh. If the Spirit worked single-handedly, then it would not be possible
for His work to be effective—this is a plain truth. Though most people have become
the enemies of God because of this flesh, when He concludes His work, those who
are against Him will not only cease to be His enemies, but on the contrary will become

His witnesses. They will become the witnesses that have been conquered by Him,
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witnesses that are compatible with Him and inseparable from Him. He shall cause
man to know the importance of His work in the flesh to man, and man shall know the
importance of this flesh to the meaning of man’s existence, shall know His real value
to the growth of man’s life, and, moreover, shall know that this flesh will become a
living fountain of life from which man cannot bear to part. Though the incarnate flesh
of God is far from matching God’s identity and position, and seems to man to be
incompatible with His actual status, this flesh, who does not possess the true image
of God, or the true identity of God, can do the work that God’s Spirit is unable to do
directly. Such is the true significance and value of God’s incarnation, and it is this
significance and value which man is unable to appreciate and acknowledge. Though
all men look up to God’s Spirit and look down on God’s flesh, irrespective of how they
view or think, the real significance and value of the flesh far exceed those of the Spirit.
Of course, this is only with regard to the corrupt mankind. For everyone who seeks
the truth and longs for the appearance of God, the Spirit's work can only provide
moving or revelation, and a sense of wondrousness that it is inexplicable and
unimaginable, and a sense that it is great, transcendent, and admirable, yet also
unattainable and unobtainable to all. Man and the Spirit of God can only look upon
each other from afar, as if there is a great distance between them, and they can never
be alike, as if separated by an invisible divide. In fact, this is an illusion given to man
by the Spirit, which is because the Spirit and man are not of the same kind, and the
Spirit and man shall never coexist in the same world, and because the Spirit
possesses nothing of man. So man does not have need of the Spirit, for the Spirit
cannot directly do the work most needed by man. The work of the flesh offers man
real objectives to pursue, clear words, and a sense that He is real and normal, that
He is humble and ordinary. Although man may fear Him, for most people He is easy
to relate to: Man can behold His face, and hear His voice, and does not need to look
at Him from afar. This flesh feels approachable to man, not distant, or unfathomable,
but visible and touchable, for this flesh is in the same world as man.

For all of those who live in the flesh, changing their disposition requires goals to
pursue, and knowing God requires witnessing the real deeds and the real face of
God. Both can only be achieved by God’s incarnate flesh, and both can only be

accomplished by the normal and real flesh. This is why the incarnation is necessary,
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and why it is needed by all corrupt mankind. Since people are required to know God,
the images of the vague and supernatural Gods must be dispelled from their hearts,
and since they are required to cast off their corrupt disposition, they must first know
their corrupt disposition. If only man does the work so as to dispel the images of the
vague Gods from people’s hearts, then he will fail to achieve the proper effect. The
images of the vague Gods in people’s hearts cannot be exposed, cast off, or
completely expelled by words alone. In doing so, ultimately it would still not be
possible to dispel these deep-rooted things from people. Only the practical God and
the true image of God can replace these vague and supernatural things to allow
people to gradually know them, and only in this way can the due effect be achieved.
Man recognizes that the God whom he sought in times past is vague and
supernatural. That which can achieve this effect is not the direct leadership of the
Spirit, much less the teachings of a certain individual, but the incarnate God. The
conceptions of man are laid bare when the incarnate God officially does His work,
because the normality and reality of the incarnate God is the antithesis of the vague
and supernatural God in man’s imagination. The original conceptions of man can only
be revealed through their contrast to the incarnate God. Without the comparison to
the incarnate God, the conceptions of man could not be revealed; in other words,
without the contrast of reality the vague things could not be revealed. No one is
capable of using words to do this work, and no one is capable of articulating this work
using words. Only God Himself can do His own work, and no one else can do this
work on His behalf. No matter how rich the language of man is, he is incapable of
articulating the reality and normality of God. Man can only know God more practically,
and can only see Him more clearly, if God personally works among man and
completely shows forth His image and His being. This effect cannot be achieved by
any fleshly man. Of course, God’s Spirit is also incapable of achieving this effect. God
can save corrupt man from the influence of Satan, but this work cannot be directly
accomplished by the Spirit of God; rather, it can only be done by the flesh God’s Spirit
wears, by God’s incarnate flesh. This flesh is man and also God, is a man possessed
of normal humanity and also God possessed of full divinity. And so, even though this
flesh is not the Spirit of God, and differs greatly from the Spirit, it is still the incarnate

God Himself who saves man, who is the Spirit and also the flesh. No matter what He
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is called by, ultimately it is still God Himself who saves mankind. For the Spirit of God
is indivisible from the flesh, and the work of the flesh is also the work of the Spirit of
God; it is just that this work is not done using the identity of the Spirit, but is done
using the identity of the flesh. Work that needs to be done directly by the Spirit does
not require incarnation, and work that requires the flesh to do cannot be done directly
by the Spirit, and can only be done by God incarnate. This is what is required for this
work, and is what is required by corrupt mankind. In the three stages of God’s work,
only one stage was carried out directly by the Spirit, and the remaining two stages
are carried out by the incarnate God, and not directly by the Spirit. The work of the
Age of Law done by the Spirit did not involve changing the corrupt disposition of man,
and neither did it bear any relation to man’s knowledge of God. The work of God’s
flesh in the Age of Grace and the Age of Kingdom, however, involves man’s corrupt
disposition and his knowledge of God, and is an important and crucial part of the
work of salvation. Therefore, corrupt mankind is more in need of the salvation of the
incarnate God, and is more in need of the direct work of the incarnate God. Mankind
needs the incarnate God to shepherd him, support him, water him, feed him, judge
and chastise him, and he needs more grace and greater redemption from the
incarnate God. Only God in the flesh can be the confidant of man, the shepherd of
man, the very present help of man, and all of this is the necessity of incarnation today
and in times past.

Man has been corrupted by Satan, and he is the highest of all God’s creatures,
so man is in need of God’s salvation. The object of God’s salvation is man, not Satan,
and that which shall be saved is the flesh of man, and the soul of man, and not the
devil. Satan is the object of God’s annihilation, man is the object of God’s salvation,
and the flesh of man has been corrupted by Satan, so the first to be saved must be
the flesh of man. The flesh of man has been most profoundly corrupted, and it has
become something which opposes God, which even openly opposes and denies the
existence of God. This corrupt flesh is simply too intractable, and nothing is more
difficult to deal with or change than the corrupt disposition of the flesh. Satan comes
into the flesh of man to stir up disturbance, and uses the flesh of man to disturb the
work of God, and impair the plan of God, and thus man has become Satan, and the

enemy of God. For man to be saved, he must first be conquered. It is because of this
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that God rises to the challenge and comes into the flesh to do the work He intends to
do, and do battle with Satan. His aim is the salvation of mankind, who has been
corrupted, and the defeat and annihilation of Satan, which rebels against Him. He
defeats Satan through His work of conquering man, and simultaneously saves
corrupt mankind. Thus, God solves two problems at once. He works in the flesh, and
speaks in the flesh, and undertakes all work in the flesh in order to better engage
with man, and better conquer man. The last time that God becomes flesh, His work
of the last days will be concluded in the flesh. He will classify all men according to
kind, conclude His entire management, and also conclude all His work in the flesh.
After all His work on earth comes to an end, He will be completely victorious. Working
in the flesh, God will have fully conquered mankind, and fully gained mankind.
Doesn’t it mean that His entire management will have come to an end? When God
concludes His work in the flesh, as He has fully defeated Satan and has been
victorious, Satan will have no further opportunity to corrupt man. The work of the first
incarnation of God was the redemption and forgiveness of man’s sins. Now it is the
work of conquering and fully gaining mankind, so that Satan will no longer have any
way to do its work, and will have completely lost, and God will have been completely
victorious. This is the work of the flesh, and is the work done by God Himself. The
initial work of the three stages of God’s work was done directly by the Spirit, and not
by the flesh. The final work of the three stages of God’s work, however, is done by
the incarnate God, and not directly by the Spirit. The work of redemption of the
intermediary stage was also done by God in the flesh. Throughout the entire
management work, the most important work is man’s salvation from the influence of
Satan. The key work is the complete conquest of corrupt man, thus restoring the
original reverence of God in the heart of conquered man, and allowing him to achieve
a normal life, which is to say, the normal life of a creature of God. This work is crucial,
and is the core of the management work. In the three stages of the work of salvation,
the first stage of the work of the Age of Law was far from the core of the management
work; it only had the slight appearance of the work of salvation, and was not the
beginning of God’s work of saving man from the domain of Satan. The first stage of
work was done directly by the Spirit because, under the law, man only knew to abide

by the law, and did not have more truth, and because the work in the Age of Law
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hardly involved changes in the disposition of man, much less was it concerned with
the work of how to save man from the domain of Satan. Thus the Spirit of God
completed this supremely simple stage of work that did not concern the corrupt
disposition of man. This stage of work bore little relation to the core of the
management, and had no great correlation to the official work of the salvation of man,
and so it did not require God to become flesh to personally do His work. The work
done by the Spirit is implied and unfathomable, and it is fearful and unapproachable
to man; the Spirit is not suited to directly doing the work of salvation, and is not suited
to directly providing life to man. Most suitable for man is to transform the work of the
Spirit into an approach that is close to man, which is to say, what is most suitable for
man is for God to become an ordinary, normal person to do His work. This requires
God to be incarnated to replace the work of the Spirit, and for man, there is no more
suitable way for God to work. Among these three stages of work, two stages are
carried out by the flesh, and these two stages are the key phases of the management
work. The two incarnations are mutually complementary and perfect each other. The
first stage of God’s incarnation laid the foundation for the second stage, and it can
be said that the two incarnations of God form one whole, and are not incompatible
with each other. These two stages of God’s work are carried out by God in His
incarnate identity because they are so important to the entire management work. It
could almost be said that, without the work of the two incarnations of God, the entire
management work would have ground to a halt, and the work of saving mankind
would be nothing but empty talk. Whether or not this work is important is based on
the needs of mankind, and the reality of mankind’s depravity, and the severity of
Satan’s disobedience and its disturbance of the work. The right one who is up to the
task is predicated upon the nature of his work, and the importance of the work. When
it comes to the importance of this work, in terms of what method of work to adopt—
work done directly by God’s Spirit, or work done by God incarnate, or work done
through man—the first to be eliminated is work done through man, and, based on the
nature of the work, and the nature of the Spirit's work versus that of the flesh, it is
ultimately decided that work done by the flesh is more beneficial for man than work
done directly by the Spirit, and offers more advantages. This is God’s thought at the

time to decide whether the work was done by the Spirit or by the flesh. There is a
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significance and basis to each stage of work. They are not groundless imaginings,
nor are they carried out arbitrarily; there is a certain wisdom in them. Such is the truth
behind all of God’s work. In particular, there is even more of God’s plan in such a
great work as God incarnate personally working among man. And so, God’s wisdom
and the entirety of His being are reflected in His every action, thought, and idea in
working; this is God’s being that is more concrete and systematic. These subtle
thoughts and ideas are difficult for man to imagine, and difficult for man to believe,
and, moreover, difficult for man to know. Work done by man is according to general
principle, which, for man, is highly satisfactory. Yet compared to the work of God,
there is simply too great a disparity; although the deeds of God are great and the
work of God is of a magnificent scale, behind them are many minute and precise
plans and arrangements that are unimaginable to man. Every stage of His work is
not only according to principle, but also contains many things that cannot be
articulated by human language, and these are the things that are invisible to man.
Regardless of whether it is the work of the Spirit or the work of God incarnate, each
contains the plans of His work. He does not work groundlessly, and does not do
insignificant work. When the Spirit works directly it is with His goals, and when He
becomes man (which is to say, when He transforms His outer shell) to work, it is even
more with His purpose. Why else would He change His identity freely? Why else
would He freely become a person who is regarded as lowly and is persecuted?

His work in the flesh is of the utmost significance, which is spoken with regard
to the work, and the One who ultimately concludes the work is the incarnate God,
and not the Spirit. Some believe that God may sometime come to earth and appear
to man, whereupon He shall personally judge the whole of mankind, testing them one
by one without anyone being omitted. Those who think in this way do not know this
stage of work of incarnation. God does not judge man one by one, and does not test
man one by one; to do thus would not be the work of judgment. Is not the corruption
of all mankind the same? Is not the substance of man all the same? What is judged
is mankind’s corrupt substance, man’s substance corrupted by Satan, and all the sins
of man. God does not judge the trifling and insignificant faults of man. The work of
judgment is representative, and is not carried out especially for a certain person.

Rather, it is work in which a group of people are judged in order to represent the
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judgment of all of mankind. By personally carrying out His work on a group of people,
God in the flesh uses His work to represent the work of the whole of mankind, after
which it is gradually spread. The work of judgment is also thus. God does not judge
a certain kind of person or a certain group of people, but judges the unrighteousness
of the whole of mankind—man’s opposition to God, for example, or man’s irreverence
against Him, or disturbance of the work of God, and so on. What is judged is
mankind’s substance of opposition to God, and this work is the work of conquest of
the last days. The work and word of the incarnate God witnessed by man are the
work of judgment before the great white throne during the last days, which was
conceived by man during times past. The work that is currently being done by the
incarnate God is exactly the judgment before the great white throne. The incarnate
God of today is the God who judges the whole of mankind during the last days. This
flesh and His work, word, and entire disposition are the entirety of Him. Although the
scope of His work is limited, and does not directly involve the entire universe, the
substance of the work of judgment is the direct judgment of all mankind; it is not work
that is undertaken only for China, or for a small number of people. During the work
of God in the flesh, although the scope of this work does not involve the entire
universe, it represents the work of the entire universe, and after He concludes the
work within the work scope of His flesh, He will immediately 